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ESE 501 Exceptional Children in General Education Programs

Autism & Communication Skills
· This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in communication skills for providing services to students with Autism.  Emphasis will be placed on pragmatics of language development and intervention ideas for students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. Focus will be developing and enhancing social skills for students to use at home, in school, and within the community.

ESE 502 Behavioral Management in Special  Education

Differentiating Emotional Disabilities & Behavioral  Disorders
· Students with emotional disabilities (ED) and students with behavioral disorders (BD) are different populations. This course will examine, compare, and contrast students with emotional disabilities and students with behavioral disorders. Practical methodology and background information will be presented including definition, characteristics, and identification of individuals with these labels. This course will touch on aspects of mental health and behavioral health agencies and supports. Students will learn techniques to develop and design effective learning environments and activities through the review of case studies and discussions. The course will help students improve skills in identifying appropriate teaching strategies, as well as classroom and behavioral management systems. The course will also cover application to least restrictive environments (LRE). This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in methods, management techniques, styles, materials, and related information to students with emotional disabilities.


School-Wide Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports 
· The purpose of this course is to gain key knowledge helpful in implementing a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) known as School-Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (SW-PBIS) using national research and evidence. Students are encouraged to work with a school team to explore school-wide, classroom, non-classroom, and individual behavior management systems to draft a framework for MTSS that can be shared with staff/students/ community to gain buy-in and ownership before implementation. The course is designed to provide practical experiences that will benefit all school personnel interested in serving on a local leadership team to improve school climate, culture, safety, and student behavior (i.e., general and special education teachers, school psychologists, counselors, administrators, and educational assistants).

ESE 503 Diagnosis & Assessment of  Exceptional Children

Multi-Disciplinary Evaluation Team

· This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in the use of effective differentiation to provide an inclusive teaching and learning environment that results in learning for students with special needs. Emphasis will be placed on the collaborative process of planning for and implementing successful programs that support effective teaching and learning practices in inclusive settings in schools. Course topics include: IEP development and interpretation, multi-disciplinary team communication, curricular and environmental adaptation, relevant technology, and school community awareness/support. See certification, ages, and disability categories at the Arizona Department of Education web site: http://ade.state.az.us/
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Assistive Technology
· This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in methods, materials, and related subject matter as it relates to exceptional students with focus on assistive technology (see certification, age(s), and disability categories which you can find at the Arizona Department of Education website: http://ade.state.az.us/)The course will cover concepts in Universal Design for Learning (UDL) as well as assistive technology (AT). A broad range of technology options across a multitude of disabilities, settings, and abilities will be covered. Practical Methodology and background information will be presented including: the AT Consideration process, AT in the IEP, and practical tips for implementation in the classroom.

[bookmark: _Hlk109131607]Co-Teaching Principles/Practices
· This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in methods and materials, as it relates to exceptional students with a focus on co-teaching strategies. Practical methodology and background information will be presented including the three essential elements of coteaching, coplanning, co-instructing, and co- assessment. In addition, instruction will include working with co- teachers, consultation and collaboration techniques, and best practices in differentiate and specially designed instruction for students with special education eligibility. This course results in a strong foundation for planning, implementing, and sustaining successful coteaching programs that improve and enhance the instructional experience for both students with disabilities and their typically developing peers.
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· This course is developed to provide graduate level instruction for both general education and special education teachers as it relates to general education students and exceptional students in methods, materials and related subject matter for Universal Design. This course will provide a framework for the design of curriculum instructional processes and assessment that gives all of our students shared opportunities to learn and to demonstrate what they have learned. Relevant technology will be addressed. Focus will be placed on appropriate lesson plans that access the mainstream curriculum and encourage best practices. Strategies for collaboration with other professionals and parents will be stressed.
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· This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in methods, materials, and related subject matter as it relates to exceptional students (see certification, age(s), and disability categories which you can find at the Arizona Department of Education web site: http://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/disability- categories/). Practical methodology and background information will be presented including: understanding learning principles, designing math learning environments, identifying math teaching strategies, and linking math assessment to instruction through development and interpretation of the IEP. Focus will be placed on appropriate IEP goals, lesson plans, and instructional strategies that align with core curriculum and encourage inclusionary practices through the use of peer leaders and assistive technology.

High-Leverage Practices for Students with Disabilities: Collaboration

· This course is designed to provide graduate level instruction in methods and materials, as it relates to high leverage practices for students with disabilities.  This course focuses on the embedded practices for collaboration as it relates to the complete services required for a student with disabilities. Practical methodology and background information will be presented including all of the HLPs within this area- collaboration with professionals, collaboration with families, and creating meetings that are collaborative with all members. Participants will examine current practices and investigate and promote HLPs that could be used in different  settings. There are several researchers in the field with notable experience; in this course, the co-teaching models to be studied will be those described by Dr. Wendy Murawski. However, Anne Beninghof has several different models that should be evaluated for effectiveness throughout the co-teaching journey. 

High-Leverage Practices for Students with Disabilities: Data-Driven Planning
· This course provides practitioners with an introduction to High Leverage Practices for students with disabilities with a focus on Data Driven Planning. The course is aligned to the framework and content of High Leverage Practices as developed by the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) and the CEEDAR Center.  Participants will explore effective teaching practices related to the use of comprehensive student-centered assessments, communicating assessment information with teams, and using assessment data to design learning goals and instruction for students with disabilities. 
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School Finance for Special Education Services 
· This is a graduate class designed to prepare the student for his/her initial role in special education administration in the area of budget preparation, grants management and the expenditure of funds to support teaching and learning. The target audience will be those individuals who desire to become effective, fiscally responsible, and visionary leaders in educational programs serving diverse learners. This course is designed for those who have been assigned oversight for special education programs and budgets in their role as an administrator. Students will be exposed to school finance methods, IDEA-Part B allocation and allowable usage, grant writing, and accounting methods for expenditures and tracking of funds.  Administrative management, written communication skills, and real-world problem-solving skills will be emphasized. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk109131128]Legal Aspects & Compliance 
· This course provides graduate level instruction in the legal practices for the administration and supervision of Special Education programs governing all categories of special education. Practicing special education teachers, specialists, coordinators and administrators of special education programs will benefit from the information provided. Students will be exposed to “real” case studies, litigation and law that governs the evaluation and the individual education plan for eligible students. Both state and federal legal issues will be addressed. Compliance as it deals with School Districts as well as Charters in Arizona will also be covered. Students will gain practical knowledge on applying legal guidelines to special education programs including communication and collaboration with parents and families. The IEP process will be outlined from the stages of childhood through service delivery.  


