SUS SESES – TT Food and Water Systems Campus Interview list

February 23, 2015

The search committee recommends the following candidates for on-campus interviews, after phone interviewing the 11 candidates we had identified. (The 12th candidate we identified had accepted another offer and declined the phone interview).  We continued to make several tradeoffs as we discussed candidates:  the academic potential of an ABD candidate versus the proven track record of a post-doc or assistant professor, the ability to meet the course and mentoring needs of the social sciences in SUS versus the natural sciences in SESES, and the balance between academic publication and grant record or potential versus community outreach/service and practical (NGO or community organization) experience in food and water systems. We believe that the committee successfully worked through these tradeoffs to arrive at the top four candidates who can pursue both academic and community-based research and applied research and also serve the teaching and mentoring needs of both SUS and SESES in food and water systems.  Although there was unanimous consensus on the top four, there remains some disagreement within the committee as to which one of those four candidates we might be able to reject to get our on-campus interview list down to three.  

Due to the complexities of this multi-college search and the large size of the applicant pool, we are well along in the calendar year.  We have begun losing strong candidates to other positions and urge an expedited handling of this process so that we could complete on-campus interviews before the end of March.
The following candidates all had one-hour phone interviews.  Committee members attended live or listened to recordings of all these candidates

Name withheld withdrew from the search.

Our top candidates are One, Two, Three, and Four.

We had at least two committee members do phone interviews with three references for each of the top four candidates.  These interviews uniformly confirmed our high opinions of these four candidates.  Below are the four in order of our ranking:

1.  Candidate One (list name), average score 77, average rank 2.8. PhD. 2009 UCSC, currently asst prof Michigan State Human Geography, MS Natural Sciences.   Strong background in natural sciences.  Kellogg Institute experience in interdisciplinary research on agriculture, water, and climate change.  She is a very successful NSF grant PI ($1.2M), her research involves environmental impacts of industrial ag, especially water pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, and ag producers’ response to climate change, including mitigation and adaptation.  She would be able to work well with both ESES and SUS students.  Strong graduate and undergraduate teaching/mentoring background.  Both her CV and her references indicate an exceptionally strong track record in developing successful, large grant proposals.  She has an excellent relationship with NSF and already has another large proposal in the pipeline. 

Additional Strengths

Very strong, NSF-supported (lead PI), research program with academic theoretical underpinnings of an applied research program (dynamics of linked socio-ecological systems).  Successfully bridges social and ecological systems, pretty much on her own (ie. no support from her home department).  She wants to do more environmental sociology than her current institution (MSU sociology) wants. Has explicitly linked climate change issues to food and water challenges. Enjoys teaching from intro to advanced graduate level courses.
Weaknesses

Her focus is much more on large-scale agriculture than on local, community-based food

2.  Candidate Two (insert name) – PH.D. 2011 Environmental Studies Santa Cruz. M.A. Env Sts UCSC.  B.S Ecology, Behavior, & Evolution UC San Diego, B.A. LA Studies, UC San Diego.  Interdisciplinary social scientist with research and teaching interests in agroecology, food systems, political ecology, international development and participatory water governance.  NSF funded on-going research in Burkina Faso. Regional interests sub-Saharan Africa, Costa Rica and Western US. Post doc at Columbia. Currently Chair and Assistant Prof. at UPEACE, Costa Rica where he has taught graduate courses: Sustainable Agriculture, Human Vulnerabilities and Climate Change Adaptation, and From Food Security to Food Sovereignty.  Strong evidence of mentoring – researches and publishes with his graduate students.  Very good publishing record.  Book proposal forthcoming on Burkina Faso water governance research. NSF doctoral research award.  His research and publication record as well as some existing research support activities indicate he will be very effective in developing successful sponsored project proposals.  He has unique international connections including to United Nations programs.

Additional strengths


Very strong interview with thoughtful, concise, well structured answers. He had several specific ideas about potential research topics spanning a broad range of water and food systems issues from the practical to the theoretical.  He persuasively argued that his work in semi-arid environments in Central America and the Sahel is transferrable to the American Southwest. He is effective in working with community groups in diverse settings (e.g. Peace Corps work). Has a sophisticated approach to learning-centered problem-based classes. 
Weaknesses


He did not articulate specific ideas for research complimenting existing NAU research, although he did demonstrate his experience with interdisciplinary research in other settings and later was specific about research ideas for the SW. 
3.  Candidate Three - average score 79, average rank 1.8; currently a postdoc at the Udall Center For Studies in Public Policy, working on transboundary water security in the arid Americas, currently focusing on Peru, but has also worked with universities in South Africa, Mexico, Chile, and Argentina.  She has a PhD 2012 from U of A in Geography in 2012 (Conservation of agrobiodiversity in Baja California), a MFA from U of A and a BA from Prescott College.  She has written three books and several journal articles.  She is a consultant for the LEAF project: Linking Edible Arizona Forests, funded by the US Department of Agriculture, US Forest Service, and Arizona State Forestry Division.  She has co-taught a biodiversity course and taught courses at Prescott College in natural history and ecology and principles of organic agriculture.  She also runs an organic farm in Chino Valley.  She has successfully funded her Andean research, combining extramural and intramural support.   Her connections to federal agencies are strong and she is highly likely to use them to develop new sponsored projects from USDA and other federal and NGO sources. 

Additional strengths


She has exceptionally strong ties to Northern Arizona extending over decades and has hands-on as well as academic experience in food systems in the region.  She plans to move toward more regional studies and away from international projects over the next several years.  She has extensive experience with hands-on food system processes and methods.  She would hit the ground running. Her background is terrific for contributing to the undergraduate environmental studies degrees, particularly the emphasis in the Southwest environment. She talked about how a researcher needs to interactively reflect at a larger, more academic scale and return to specific problems. 
Weaknesses


Long-winded interview, she seemed to have difficulty making concise points and prioritizing them.  Her primary teaching interests and styles seems focused on smaller group, hands-on interactions which would be difficult to apply across all of our undergraduate classes. She recognizes she has no formal pedagogical training, relying upon passion and practice, but is interested in working with faculty development to improve her teaching skills.
4. Candidate Four —PhD 2013Applied Anthropology, University of South Florida, MPH. Environmental Health, MA Anthropology, BA Classics. Currently a research affiliate at Wesleyan University in Anthropology. Research: Political economy of Viticulture in California with a key focus on water and linkages to AZ challenges for water and agriculture. Strong experience with public health and environmental health, interdisciplinary training and teaching, research experiences in Latin America, undergraduate REU mentor, good teaching evaluations, GIS experiences. Good publication record for early career and book under contract from dissertation. Participation in successful interdisciplinary NSF grants.

Additional Strengths


Frames drought in the Southwest as a slow moving disaster (the long emergency), and should be treated as a public policy in that context.  He bring a wide range of expertise from public health to environmental studies, applied anthropology, GIS, and information technologies.  He has strong connections to the SW. Editor of Applied Anthropology journal.  Very interested in our Action Research Teams. He brings a background in environmental toxicology to our programs that is currently absent. 
Weaknesses


 Committee did not see a strong fit between his course interests and SESES and SUS graduate and undergraduate needs.  He has very broad instructional interests, more in the environmental sciences and toxicology fields than environmental and sustainability studies.  His applied anthropology and health expertise is a great fit for SUS graduate courses. 
Not-selected for phone interviews
Strong candidates but not as strong as the top four.

R 12 - Name withheld – PH.D. Economic Botany, CUNY.  BA Envirnomental Science U Binghamton.  Currently Assistant Prof. Bennington College, Chair Environmental Studies, a program she built.  Mellon and NSF grants.  Food systems, agroecology. NSF GRANT – STEM place-based curriculum – “Transforming Undergraduate Education in Science”.  Undergraduate courses: City and Hinterland, Agroecology, Global Problems, Local Solutions. Book in press.   Statewide Farm to Plate Council.  Co-author with students.  International agriculture consultant.

Additional Strengths


She had effective methods of undergraduate community engagement (her “leaps and bounds” program).  She is building their interdisciplinary program, with NSF-support she received.  She has developed a sophisticated pedagogy for learning-centered interdisciplinary, engaged undergraduate education. 
Weaknesses


Has not worked with graduate students as an assistant professor. Her emphasis on interdisciplinarity seems to be more personal than interpersonal; she did not articulate how she effectively interacts with people from other disciplines. Her ideas about potential research projects in the Southwest were not well formulated.  The answers she gave about diversity in the classroom seemed mostly theoretical and pro forma. 
R 12 - Name withheld – PH.D. Sustainability ASU. Master of Public Administration ASU. B of Applied Science ASU. Currently associate researcher Tropical Agricultural Research & Higher Education Center.  Innovative, collaborative research in dry tropics of Costa Rica.  Interdisciplinary science with planning and community processes in water governance.  Experience in applied projects in Phoenix, and workshop-style teaching that produce transition strategies, and support community sustainability efforts. Very strong publishing record in top journals. Fulbright scholar.
Additional Strengths

 He has demonstrated effective participation in communities in Costa Rica and in Phoenix. He has shown a willingness and ability to effectively organize diverse stakeholders. Recognizes challenges associated with students working in the community. He has a collaborative and practical approach, but his focus is on understanding process more than action.

Weaknesses


He demonstrated a very cursory understanding of the content of SUS core courses and a very confident attitude toward teaching almost anything in the SUS curriculum.  He may not have a good appreciation for the differences between a hands-on approach like NAU’s and a highly theoretical program such as ASU’s GIOS. His emphasis on theory leads him to converse in a sophisticated and exclusive vocabulary which may or may not be a good fit with many SUS students.  He is much stronger on water governance and not so strong in food systems. He has very limited teaching experience, exclusively as a TA. All his degrees are from ASU; he has no non-academic experience. 
R 12 - Name withheld:  average score 74 average rank 6.4 currently  a postdoctoral Associate at the National Research Council Research Associateship Program (NRC-RAP) USEPA.  He has a PhD in Geography from Oregon State in 2014. His interests are in adaptive management of resources, particularly water in relationship to other resources including agriculture and fisheries, and in human dimensions of climate change. His dissertation examined how social structures can alter resource management processes at a basin-wide scale in the Klamath Basin.   He has a MS from Idaho in Environmental Science and a BS in Conservation Social Sciences from Idaho.  He has a graduate certificate in GIS.   He was a lecturer at Idaho in environmental sciences for 1 year, as well as a TA at Oregon State.  He has an impressive publication record (5 published plus several in review or preparation).  He received a NRC fellowship from NAS, and another fellowship from USEPA. 

His focus is primarily on governance structure; courses he proposed to teach were focused in that area rather than on systems processes and community engagement.  He seems more oriented toward academic policy research much more than hands-on community food-water systems.  His experience with Southwestern systems is limited as is his experience with diverse student populations. He has very limited teaching experience.  His statements about mentoring undergraduate students seems to rely upon very high expectations for these students.  

R 12 - Name withheld —PhD Environmental Studies/Agroecology, UC Santa Cruz, MA Environmental Studies, UC Santa Cruz, BS Biological Sciences. Currently postdoctoral fellow in Agroecology at University of Texas--Pan American. Research: Participatory research of semi traditional farming practices in potato pest management and sustainable livelihoods in Andes. Strong teaching evaluation and experiences. Successful supervision of undergraduate student research. Strong commitment to diversity. Good publication record for early postdoc, strong linkages to NAU programs.  Fulbright.


His mind-set was that of a post-doc and he did not delve deeply into some aspects of planning an academic teaching and mentoring program. He is strong at hands-on, applied approaches, and on extension efforts.  However, he did not demonstrate a potential to expand into more academic and higher level research problems.  His water expertise appears to be limited to practical problems associated with irrigation.   

Less experienced or lacking demonstrable potential

R 12 - Name withheld; average score 73, average rank 6.8: currently an ABD at Iowa State in Sociology and Sustainable Agriculture, Department of Sociology.  Anticipated completion date May, 2015.  Her dissertation came out of a collaboration with a local non-profit organization and “studies how women farmland owners, an underrepresented group in agriculture, navigate complex social relationships in land management to improve water quality on their farmland.”  She has a MFA from the University of Arizona, and a BA in French and English literature from Iowa. She has taught environmental sociology at the undergraduate level, and served as an agriculture project manager mentoring three undergraduate students. She has a couple of peer reviewed publications, three technical reports and several works in review.  She has a successful grants record with the Toyota/Audubon Together Green Program and USEPA. 

The committee agreed that her potential was high but that her demonstrated abilities in interdisciplinary teaching in food and water systems, in developing a funded research program with a focus on the Southwest, and in mentoring undergraduate and graduate students, was significantly lower than our top three candidates. 
R 12 - Name withheld – May 2015 PH.D.  UC Berkeley ERG (Energy and Resources Group).  MSc civil and Envtl Engineering UCBerkeley. BA International Development Studies UC Berkeley.  Dissertation: California’s water footprint.  Energy-water nexus in water footprint science.  Good publishing record – technical, policy and popular.  Teaching graduate seminar this spring: California and Water Security. Fulbright scholar.

The committee agreed that this candidate had very limited teaching experience compared to other candidates and that his research was focused exclusively on water systems and not on the food-water nexus. He examined food systems only as a aggregate demand on California water systems that he would use in his models and not as system in itself. We feel that this candidate, with his focus on engineering and policy of water systems, will not bring the breadth of expertise across food and water systems that other candidates will. 

R 12 - Name withheld – PH.D. Environmental Science Autonomous University Barcelona. MSc Agroecology and Rural Sustainable Development AU Barcelona.  MSc Ecological Economics International University of Andalusia. BS Environmental Sciences AU Barcelona.  Currently post doc at Research Centre for Agri-Food Economy and Development (CREDA-UPC-IRTA).  Research: rural development, pastoralism, organic farming, climate change adaptation, community based tourism.  Extensive publication, and global research experience.  Experience supervising PH.D students and undergraduate teaching.

He has very limited experience outside of Spain and no familiarity with Southwestern community structures, agencies, tribes or organizations. He has a narrow research focus primarily in the Pyrenees.  He looks at agricultural uses a longer-term historical rather than present-day context. He is a generalist with little information about funding opportunities in the US.

