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re-write and re-tell

Course: 3rd grade Dine Language
Unit Topic/Theme/Situation: How Animals Play a Role in Dine Culture
Dates: 1 week in March
Language level: Non-speakers-Beginners
Values:
Students learning about their ancestral culture and incorporates traditional knowledge of animals
from emergence time period to present. The students are learning about the physical and human
characteristics of place and use this knowledge to understand how animals are culturally relevant.
SRC R2.: Recognize and build upon the interdependency of the natural and human realms in the world
around them, as reflected in their own cultural traditions and beliefs as well as those of others.
Explain how this unit is culturally appropriate:
Lesson incorporates culturally relevant texts that is authentic, and includes memorable content for
English and Navajo languages. It also illustrates appropriate language for specific situations it
incorporates student’s first culture that bridges a gap between familiar and new knowledge. The
lesson includes animals that are relevant to our student’s background.
Common Core Standards:
Key Idea and Details
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2
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Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events
Culturally Appropriate Unit Objectives:
In Navajo, students will be able to:
 ask and answer questions before, during, and after reading a text.
 Retell the story read by doing a presentation that involves visual arts, and reports.
 Identify the characters of the book by doing a character study.
 Identify what role their character played in the story.
Background Knowledge:
Navajo language is very important to the community and the school. The language identify the Dine
people, where they come from and how they live. From the past to the present. The language has
changed over time. Students have been learning Navajo words and exposure through cultural
activities at home and at school. They receive Navajo language instruction at school on daily basis for
about 45minutes to an hour a day. The Navajo teachers, consultants and most parents emphasize the
Navajo language and culture. The majority of the students are familiar and exposed to the Navajo
language.
Lessons
Instructional strategies: Before writing, asking questions, oral discussions, and questioning,
vocabulary repetition, book walks, picture inferring, whole group and small group activities.
DAY 1:
Anticipatory Set: 30 minutes
Introduce the books, and have students make predictions with shared writing by writing down
student generated responses. Have students pick a book to do a book walk.
Guided Practice: 20 minutes
Teacher will read

Closure: 10 minutes
Retell of the story and identify the characters for comprehension.
DAY 2:
Guided Practice: 20 minutes
Teacher will read

30 minutes
10
DAY 3:
Guided Practice: 20 minutes
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Teacher will read
(

)
30 minutes

10
DAY 4:
Guided Practice: 20 minutes
Teacher will read

30 minutes
10
DAY 5: Presentation day
Independent Practice:
Students present their characters and play that role while they ask and answer questions pertaining
to their characters.
Extended activities:
Vocabulary walls, writing poetry, cross words etc.
Assessment
Character study presentation, and role play.
Self-evaluation on a teacher made form.
Thumbs up/thumbs down strategy
Materials

