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Dr. Bryan A. Brown joined Stanford University in 2004 after working on a post-doctoral fellowship at Michigan State
University. His award-winning research focuses on improving urban science education. He focuses on exploring
how language and identity impact urban students’ learning.

Dr. Brown is a former high school science teacher who earned a Bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences from
Hampton University, a Master’s degree in Educational Psychology from the University of California, and a Ph.D. in
Educational Psychology from the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Seminar Abstract:

This presentation explores how race, culture and language intersect to create the condition of contemporary
learning. For years, research on the language of classrooms explored how the way we say things impacts students
sense of belonging. Despite this research, Science and Technology Education have failed to adequately explore
how issues of race, language, and culture shape the outcomes of teaching and learning in science. Through a
sequence of research, this presentation explores the theoretical and pragmatic aspects of this dilemma. From a
theoretical perspective, the talk will explore the Language-ldentity dilemma. As students learn, the way academic
language is taught to them can present a cognitive and cultural conflict. From a cognitive perspective, if science is
taught without respect to the implications of how language is learned, students can be misunderstood and
misunderstand the teacher’s complex discourse. From a cultural conflict perspective, students may feel they are
cultural outsiders when the language of the classroom positions them as outsiders. The presentation will provide
an overview of a series of qualitative and quantitative experiments that document the realities of this complex
interaction.
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