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CSD 304 Syllabus
Speech-Language Pathology Assistant (SLPA) - Case Studies 
College: College of Health and Human Services 
Department: Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders
Semester: Spring 2018
Instructors: Jeffrey Meeks, EdD CCC-SLP
Credit Hours: 3
Location: Online
Course Level: Undergraduate 
Recommended Prerequisites: CSD 191, 202, 301, 302
Email: Jeffrey.meeks@nau.edu 
Course Description

CSD 304 uses a case studies format to explore the etiology, diagnosis, and treatment regimens of speech, voice, language, and hearing disorders. The focus of this course is on the role of the speech-language pathology assistant in clinical practice. CSD 304 consists of lectures, case studies, and clinical forums to accompany assigned readings. 

Student (Learner) Expectations/Outcomes for this Course

GOAL: CSD 304 is intended to provide the prospective speech-language pathology assistant (SLPA) with basic information about speech, voice, language, and hearing disorders using a case studies format. Students will read several case studies in each major diagnostic category of communication disorders, examine diagnosis and treatment, and provide examples of how speech-language pathology assistants may be used clinically. The focus of the course is on the role of the SLPA in clinical practice and follows the guidelines and scope of practice for SLPAs established by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA).

The successful student in CSD 304 will read assigned case studies and demonstrate comprehension of the characteristics and aspects of the following as demonstrated in the Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes section (see below): 

· Language delay and disorders related to environmental depravation, mental deficiency-mental retardation, and learning disabilities 

· Articulation and phonology disorders, oral-motor maturation deficiencies, language delay, and oral-facial paralysis 

· Stuttering in children and adults, mentally impaired-mentally retarded, and prevention strategies 

· Vocal paralysis, nodules, psychogenic aphonia, and laryngectomy 

· Expressive and receptive aphasia resulting from stroke and traumatic brain injury 

· Apraxia of speech and dysarthria resulting from progressive neurologic disease, trauma, and stroke 

· Communication disorders resulting from open and closed head injury 

· Communication disorders resulting from hearing loss and deafness 

Course Structure/Approach 

CSD 304 consists of case studies, lectures and discussion groups that accompany assigned readings in the required text. Students are also required to read assigned supplemental articles and internet sources, and participate in additional interactive activities involving models and anatomical figures. 

Textbook and Required Materials 

Tanner, D. (2017). Case Studies in Communication Sciences and Disorders: Second Edition. Thorofare, NJ: SLACK Incorporated. (ISBN: 978-1-63091-302-1) The textbook is available from the NAU bookstore, online at Healio.com/books, or Amazon. 

Recommended Optional Materials/References 

None 

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Method of Assessment

Students will be graded according to their participation in the Case Study Discussion Forum; class assignments; the scores on the three examinations; and their Power Point Presentation. The three exams and Power Point are worth 100 points each. Discussions are worth 10 points. The student's final grade will be computed based on the sum of the total points for the assignments and exams. 

Discussion Forums
One of the course tools that you will be using throughout the semester is the Discussion Forum tool. 

The text offers a number of short case studies that relate to the topic of each chapter/module. In order to demonstrate that you are reading the text, you will be required discuss two case studies in each module/chapter in the corresponding discussion forum. Each discussion is worth ten (10) points for a total of 180 points.

Since this is an online course, the only way I can see if you are understanding the material is if you respond in the discussion forum. Although you only need to discuss two case studies per chapter, it is in your best interest to be familiar with all of the case studies since the examinations will have questions from the entire chapter. 
Discussion Board Participation Rubric
Your instructor will use this rubric to assign points for your discussion board participation. Each discussion board post is worth 10 points. Five points for post to discussion board with an additional 5 points for 2 contributions to the discussion. 

	Category
	Excellent 
	Satisfactory 
	Requires further effort 

	Quality of Information
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. Contributions are thoughtful and relevant to the discussion. (4 pts)
	Information relates to the main topic. (2 pts)
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic or simply restates the main concepts. (1pts)

	Participation
	Responds to the instructors and 2 other members of the online community. Encourages and facilitates interaction among members of the online community. (5 pts)
	Responds to 1 other member of the online community. (2.5 pts)
	Responds to the instructor only.

	Professional Language
	Professional vocabulary and writing style are used consistently throughout the discussion. (1 pts)
	Professional vocabulary and writing style are used frequently throughout the discussion. (.5 pts)
	Professional vocabulary and writing style are occasionally used. (1 pts)

	Total Possible Points
	10 points
	 5 points
	2  points


Power Point Presentation

Toward the end of the semester, you will have an assignment to complete a Power Point presentation.  Using your text, ASHA Practice portal, and Internet resources, create a PowerPoint presentation that features four of the following communication disorders that we have covered in this class:

· Language delay and disorders

· Articulation and phonology disorders

· Stuttering

· Voice and resonance disorders

· Aphasia

· Motor speech disorders

· Dysphagia

· Traumatic Brain Injury

· Hearing loss and deafness

For EACH communication disorder, provide slides with the following information:

· Definition, Description and Key characteristics

· Etiology (causes)

· Diagnostic criteria/Possible Assessment instruments used

· Treatment/Activity

· Interventions/strategies

· Your role as an SLPA

· Sources

Remember, this is a PowerPoint, so keep your content concise. Use bullet points to demonstrate your understanding of the material. Try to avoid long paragraphs or sentences.  Be creative! Use pictures, graphs, video and/or animation. Be sure to cite your sources. This assignment it worth 100 points.
Additional assignments


There will be two additional assignments that include exploring internet speech pathology websites and handouts. Instructions for each will be on the BbLearn page. After completion of the assignment you will have an opportunity to share your insights with others. Each is worth 10 points each.
Grading System

	Examination I:
	Open book, multiple choice, 2 attempts allowed with the average of the two scores recorded — 100 points

	Examination II:
	Open book, multiple-choice, 2 attempts allowed with the average of the two scores recorded — 100 points

	Examination III:
	Open book, multiple choice, 2 attempts allowed with the average of the two scores recorded, comprehensive — 100 points


Power Point Presentation - 100 points

Discussion Forums - 180 points

Website assignment - 10 points

Handout assignment - 10 points

Total Maximum Points Available = 600

540 - 600 = A
480 - 539 = B
420 - 479 = C
360 - 419 = D
Below 360 = F 
Course Timeline
The following is the timeline for this course and provides you with the dates of when discussions are due, examinations as well as the power point. Although the power point is not due until the end of the semester, I will accept early submissions for both review and/or grading. Please review this schedule and if you have any conflicts or questions please email me. Assignments are due by Sunday at 11:59 pm the week they are assigned.   Points will be deducted for late submissions at a rate of -15% of possible points per day late resulting in the loss of a full letter grade for that assignment per day.
CSD 304 Weekly Schedule
	Week
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignment

	1
1/16-1/21
	Syllabus Overview and Introduction
	
	Introduction on Discussion tool
Due by 11:59pm 1/21

	2
1/22-1/28


	Module 1

Language Delay and Disorders
	Chapter 1

	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 1/28 


	3
1/29-2/4
	Module 2
Articulation and Phonology Disorders
	Chapter 2 


	Two Case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 2/4


	4
2/5-2/11
	Module 3

Stuttering


	Chapter 3
	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 2/11


	5
2/12-2/18
	Module 4
Voice and Resonance Disorders
	Chapter 4


	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 2/18


	6
2/19-2/25
	Examination I
	
	Complete Exam by 2/25


	7
2/26-3/4
	Speech Language BLOG

Visit a website that discusses Speech Pathology 
	See instructions in  week 7
	Share website description on Discussion tool by 11;59pm 3/4

	8

3/5-3/11
	Module 5 

Aphasia
	Chapter 5
	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 3/11

	9
3/12-3/18
	 Module 6
Motor Speech Disorders
	Chapter 6
	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 3/25


	3/19-3/25
	SPRING BREAK
	
	

	10
3/26-4/1
	Module 7
Dysphagia
	Chapter 7
	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 4/1


	11
4/2-4/8
	Examination II
	
	Complete Exam by 4/8

	12
4/09-4/15
	Module 8
Traumatic Brain Injury
	Chapter 8

 
	Two case studies due on Discussion tool 11:59pm 4/15


	13
4/16-4/22
	Module 9

Hearing Loss and Deafness

	Chapter 9
	Two case studies due on Discussion tool by 11:59pm 4/22



	14
4/23-4/29
	Power Point Due
	
	Power Point due 4/29



	15

4/30-5/6
	Check out Handy Handout by Superduper
	See instructions on BbLearn
	Share description of chosen handout by 11:59 5/6

	16
5/7-5/10
	Examination III
	
	Complete final by 5/10


Statement on Plagiarism and Cheating 

Plagiarism is representing someone else's ideas as your own and not giving the author or authors due credit. Cheating is copying all or part of someone else's assignment or test, and representing the work as your own. Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive an F in the course. 

University Policies

Policies on Safe Working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, and Academic Integrity Policies are available in the student handbook and on the NAU Website: http:/jan.ucc.nau.edu/academicadmin/plcystmt.html
 

