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Major Topics: 

● Rural health components and priorities

● Designing education to fit rural health

● In-state versus out-of-state placements

● Supporting students during rural health clinical 

placements

● Supporting clinical supervisors
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● Open Houses, High School 
Presentations, & Undergraduate 
Students
○ How do you highlight rural 

health education in your 
curriculum?

● Faculty recruitment
● Regular Admissions Vs. Holistic 

Admissions

Recruitment and 

Admissions
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Educational Preparation

● Connecting students to rural health 

mentors

● Workforce Profile

○ Urban area vs. rural area

● Population Health

● Health literacy 

● Guest Speakers

○ Indian Health Services

● Rural health populations 
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In-state versus out-of-state placements

● Both speakers are mission-specific for in-state 

based services 

● Need to grow into out of state, to remain 

competitive. 

● Changes in applicant base, when looking across 

state lines…

● Different licensing standards / boards

● Contracting

● Planning
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Student Considerations…

● Logistics, housing, travel, broadband access

● Preparation, work life balance, compensation

● Client demographics

● Priority housing by discipline

● Funding supports / ideas
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Clinical Supervisor Considerations…

● Training and preparation - on our curriculum

● Supervisor roles and responsibilities

● Expected timeline and evaluative components

● Establishing relationship and strong 

communication

● Online educator library 

● CEU and PDU for supervisors
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Questions and Contact

● Gina Buban, OTD, OTR/L

○ Gina.Buban@nau.edu 

○ Northern Arizona University

○ College of Health and Human Services

● Zach Sneed, PhD, CRC, LCDC, BC-TMH

○ zach.sneed@ttuhsc.edu 

○ Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center

○ School of Health Professions
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References and Resources
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https://srhrc.tamhsc.edu/docs/rhp2020.pdf

● HRSA: Health Resources and Services Administration: Rural 

Health: https://www.hrsa.gov/rural-health
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● American Hospital Association: Rural Health Services: 
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● F. Marie Hall Institute for Rural and Community Health at Texas 

Tech University Health Sciences Center: 

https://www.ttuhsc.edu/rural-health/resources.aspx
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