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December 9, 2021

Dear Lumberjacks,

As the semester comes to a close, I invite you to join me in congratulating all of
our graduates who will be celebrating the completion of their degrees in the
Skydome tomorrow.

It will be a truly special day for more than 2,700 students celebrating an
important life achievement and the unfolding of boundless opportunities before
them. I am honored and filled with pride to be able to address graduates,
parents, family, friends, and faculty and staff mentors at tomorrow’s
commencement ceremonies for the first time as president of Northern Arizona
University.

Their accomplishments can be attributed not only to their hard work and
dedication but also to our brilliant faculty and staff, who work so hard every day
to make Northern Arizona University one of the premier universities in the nation.
I remain grateful to all of you for your commitment to our students, and I know I
share in your pride for their bright futures.

I am excited to share the stage on this momentous occasion with the deans of
our academic colleges, distinguished faculty speaker and Honors College Dean
Kevin Gustafson, and the President of our Faculty Senate, Kate Ellis, as we
confer degrees upon our exceptional graduates.

I also want to share my appreciation with the university community as we have
taken responsibility collectively to navigate the challenges of COVID-19 while
realizing our goals for this semester.

When our 17th presidency began this summer, much time and effort was
dedicated to ensuring a full, rich, and vibrant experience for our students.
Together, as a university community, we have risen to the challenges and
excelled in our mission—and for that I am thankful. I encourage you all to
continue to be thoughtful about all of our health as the holidays approach and
encourage you to take advantage of the resources here at NAU for testing and
vaccination.

As you stay warm and travel safely in this first real snow of the semester, I hope
everyone can take time to celebrate and acknowledge our newest cohort of
alumni who will be joining a Lumberjack family that is now more than 200,000
strong.
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Congratulations!
 

José Luis Cruz Rivera
President
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