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View this email as a webpage.

April 4, 2022

Dear Lumberjacks,
 

Today marks just one month from the end of the spring semester! I know this
means time is short to prepare for finals and meet project deadlines. But it also
means we are close to convocations, commencement, and summer gatherings
with family and friends, and I encourage you to look ahead to the celebrations
that come with this busy season at our university.

 
To this end, I hope you will join me in recognizing and celebrating the
contributions and influence of Asian Americans and Pacific Islander Americans
in our nation’s history and in the shaping of our collective aspirations. We at
NAU have traditionally chosen to mark Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) Heritage Month in April to ensure that students, faculty, and staff have
more opportunities to participate in events than they would otherwise have given
the heavy academic calendar in the month of May, when it is celebrated
nationally.  

 
This past weekend we kicked-off AAPI Heritage Month with the NAU HAPA
Hawaiian Club’s 16th Annual Lu’au. If you missed it—as I unfortunately had to
due to a prior commitment—here are a few excellent photos that highlight this
wonderful event. I hope to join in these celebrations next year.

 
As with other heritage months, celebration of culture and accomplishments must
be accompanied by reflection of treatment and otherization. Over the last two
years we have seen a troubling rise in acts of anti-Asian bias and hate crimes
throughout our nation and across the world. Against this backdrop—and the
troubling historical context that includes forced labor as the nation built the
transcontinental railroad that accelerated its westward expansion and internment
camps that unjustly deprived tens of thousands of their liberty in the aftermath of
Pearl Harbor—it is imperative that we work hard to support all members of our
community. Together, we celebrate our diversity to advance the common causes
of equity and justice for all.

 
Over the course of the month ahead, please consider being part of the
celebrations of our AAPI community, which, in bringing to life a range of
cultural practices, history, and education, brings greater visibility and knowledge
to us all. 

 
I am proud of our continued efforts as a university community to celebrate and
embody the commitments to diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice that are held
so close—and that are reflected in the aspirations of our Strategic Roadmap and

https://view.s7.exacttarget.com/?qs=841cadf0ce7cf7899ed9a4eb1fd5af123ef42d5cca3d84ed61cf6a57201db0b7d8176cb28e83a7d9647f956bdb75d2e97b6a10dc7d33d45b975a3a5ce5e455e077f77a2ef8d25f09cd1a941275dd3fb3
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=cbd1f8e821e246926d0e8ae3f1826b69a75b4c7471e59199ccf84429e1448da5a4a00707a5b8e51d275abf4618de376f7512c91cfe9ebe3e
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=cbd1f8e821e2469225204ca2de4c51811174904f6c4d2460a42ce609e5a669e06ab68bfe92e36c8e807a3e39ff42f6763df94b0af9bd0165
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=cbd1f8e821e2469247a7cd0778a86aa310f96d71c7c8a7104f91905098a5cd4ac6c5a2b85b380eff62f689aa8a549b6ffc9134b418ceb8ba


4/4/22, 2:31 PM https://view.s7.exacttarget.com/?qs=841cadf0ce7cf7899ed9a4eb1fd5af123ef42d5cca3d84ed61cf6a57201db0b7d8176cb28e83a7d9647f956bdb75…

https://view.s7.exacttarget.com/?qs=841cadf0ce7cf7899ed9a4eb1fd5af123ef42d5cca3d84ed61cf6a57201db0b7d8176cb28e83a7d9647f956bdb75d2e97b6a10dc7d33d… 2/2

infused throughout our institutional practices. 

I look forward to celebrating AAPI Heritage Month at NAU and to the great work
and bring future ahead for our university community.

 
Sincerely,

José Luis Cruz Rivera
President

Twitter LinkedIn Instagram
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