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January 25, 2022

Dear Lumberjacks,
 

I write to share that Michael Bassoff, Vice President for Advancement and CEO
of the NAU Foundation, will be stepping down from his role to pursue other
opportunities outside of NAU. 

 
During his tenure at NAU, Michael oversaw efforts to build meaningful
relationships, which helped secure the largest gift in the history of the College of
Arts and Letters. His work also was reflected in an increase in first-time donors
to NAU and achievement of a record NAU Giving Day in 2021, among other
contributions.

 
Given the importance of our institutional advancement, development, and alumni
engagement efforts to NAU’s current and continued success, we will proceed
thoughtfully and comprehensively in a search to fill this crucial position.

 
In the meantime, following consultation with our NAU Foundation and NAU
Alumni Association Board Chairs, I have asked Christy Farley, Senior Vice
President for University Engagement, to serve in an acting capacity to lead NAU
Advancement | Foundation. She will assume these responsibilities effective
today, January 25. Christy’s depth and breadth of institutional knowledge will
provide for strong and steady leadership to the talented and committed members
of our advancement team, and her existing oversight of our external enterprise
ensures that our momentum in securing external support and energizing our
Lumberjack alumni family will continue to accelerate.  

 
More information will be shared with our advancement team and the NAU
Foundation and NAU Alumni Association Boards in the days ahead about next
steps. Our university community will be kept informed about developments
related to this leadership role.

 
Please join me in wishing Michael well in his future endeavors, thanking Christy
for taking on these important responsibilities, and sharing sincere appreciation
with all members of our advancement team for their dedication to supporting
NAU’s mission. 

 
Sincerely,

José Luis Cruz Rivera

https://view.s7.exacttarget.com/?qs=ec51bd5fbc545c4bc3c0ef66d7c7964d5cab2d385a6031a651df5b4ebb012792c92b2d2bdca817159a28300513a4041c6462b73f6fafd2da112c782cadf84a1feec0a46fcf3c557d98afcf89c2e00c19
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f8322dfc3c32ab5d7da2e452e62a06320e5fd547b53a90a048d5dde27edf394250a8fc1b0941cb60c2c0accf5172276b9c


President
Twitter LinkedIn Instagram

https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f89d418d8fa7647abf21bf869ceca916d2c21395b134b38cd55bee23e4a90feae59ca559248a747fa2746a8a3f708d55b0
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f89d418d8fa7647abf21bf869ceca916d2c21395b134b38cd55bee23e4a90feae59ca559248a747fa2746a8a3f708d55b0
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f8d14b4b38952b2545b24277a15ac46a3a256f1ac096727d42f88b9ce03099a702b1b91cb8298d329a7fcdaaa1d6015e6b
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f8d14b4b38952b2545b24277a15ac46a3a256f1ac096727d42f88b9ce03099a702b1b91cb8298d329a7fcdaaa1d6015e6b
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f874217061af915805d54dad135279497315593b387dbcca31c452fe6532c255b42f8a9681febbd05cb60f9255069f0198
https://cl.s7.exct.net/?qs=28f481f7c00a93f874217061af915805d54dad135279497315593b387dbcca31c452fe6532c255b42f8a9681febbd05cb60f9255069f0198

