
September 10, 2021

Dear Lumberjacks, 

Who can forget where they were when they first heard the terrible news of September
11, 2001?

On that day, 20 years ago, I was living in Puerto Rico and listening to the radio in my
car. I recall leaning closer to the radio thinking that perhaps I had misunderstood. I got
to my apartment, turned on the TV, and the image of the burning towers was forever
ingrained in me. The enormity of that day had a profound impact on me, on my
awareness and interest of geopolitical issues, on my sense of place in a world that
had suddenly become smaller. And I’ve come to know over time that similar
sentiments were awakened in many of those around me, as they may have been in
you. 

That impact became even more personal when I moved with my family to New York
City. I was part of memorial events held across the five boroughs of the great city of
New York with the 9/11 memorial and museum and the Freedom Tower always
simultaneously grounding and elevating the sentiments of a most resilient people. I
felt the lingering pain in the air paradoxically serve to sustain the eternal optimism that
is the collective spirit of who we are.

Tomorrow, I hope you will join me in honoring the memory and celebrating the lives of
the victims of 9/11, first responders, and our military community. This can be a day of
personal reflection or participation in a number of public programs in Flagstaff and at
NAU:

Flag display: 6:45 a.m. at City Hall. The Flagstaff Fire Department, Flagstaff
Police Department, and other first responders will do a memorial flag raising
and honor salute. 
 
911 Tower Challenge: 7 a.m. at the J. Lawrence Walkup Skydome. Learn more
about the challenge.
 
9/11: A Remembrance in Song: 12:15-12:45 p.m. at the amphitheatre steps on
the east side of University Union. Everyone is welcome at this NAU Choirs
performance in honor of the victims and survivors.

In closing, I ask that during this time of reflection, we also focus on our determination
as a society. Let us recognize that overcoming tragedies and challenges makes us
stronger. Let us honor the memory of the past and commit to redoubling our efforts to
expand opportunity for our students and the communities we serve. Let us work
together to make the world a better, more peaceful place for all.

Sincerely,
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