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S l i d e  f i r e  i n  o a k  C R E E k  C A N Y O N    

 

C e n t e n n i a l  f o r e s t  f a c t s  

  Centennial Forest consists of  over 47,000 acres located in Coconino county. 

 Centennial Forest is co-managed by the Arizona State a Land Department for the citizens of Arizona. 

 Centennial Forest has been running summer Junior Forestry Academy camps for youth for 10 yrs. 

 The RLNA is also part of the Centennial Forest holdings via an MOU with Coconino County. 

 

The Slide Fire in Oak Creek Canyon was the 

summer’s largest and most devastating in north-

ern Arizona for the 2014 season. Thankfully no 

lives were lost, but control measures and prop-

erty damage was in the region of $10.1 million 

dollars, and affected 21,000 acres. 

At the height of the fire, hundreds of firefighters  
including 25 Hot Shot crews and numerous oth-
er crews from around the state were on the 
scene in Oak Creek, including several NAU 
School of Forestry students working on summer 
fire crews. 

 

There was concern about the fire spreading to Centennial Forest and  

possibly impeding our ability to hold our summer Junior Forester 

Academy camps. Centennial Forest closely monitored the situation. 

The Slide Fire burned just along the southern edge of  the Centennial Forest, but was never closer than 5 miles to 

our Field Campus facilities where we run our environmental programs.  Thankfully no research sites were damaged 

and access was only  temporarily a problem for researchers accessing their site.   

During the monsoon season in Arizona, flooding and  mud slides are a huge concern in the burned areas surrounding 

Flagstaff. According to Mandy Metzger, vice chair of the board of supervisors of  Coconino county, “the fire some-

times is the easy part. It's the aftermath, the flooding that continues for  years," Metzger said. For more information 

on fire recovery and access in Oak Creek Canyon, please visit:  http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/3874/  

Photo by  Amy 
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Photo by Michael Schennum / Arizona Republic  Photo  by Roger Naylor  
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NAU Centennial Forest 

P.O. Box 15018 

Flagstaff, AZ 86011 

-or- 

Centennial Forest 

200 E. Pine Knoll Dr, Room 

116 

Flagstaff, AZ 86011 

 

 

Tel: 928-523-6727 

Tel: 928-523-8175 

Fax: 928-523-1080 

E-mail: 

Cheryl.Miller@nau.edu 

E-mail: CFcamps@nau.edu 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.nau.edu/CentennialForest 

C e n t e n n i a l  F o r e s t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  

We are happy to report that 2014 was another successful year 

for our youth programs. We were able to host 52 campers 

over the course of  three week-long sessions. Most of our 

campers, in fact 43 of them, were able to attend camp with 

financial help from our generous sponsors. In total were able to 

grant over $18,000 in scholarships to families from across Ari-

zona and were able to continue our tradition of not turning any 

child away on the basis financial need. 

The Junior Forester campers enjoyed learning new skills in 

plant identification, entomology, and orienteering. We were 

lucky enough to have  NAU School of Forestry Professor, Dr. 

Hospodarsky lead the campers at Bud Tank. Dr. Rich Hofstet-

ter lead a session in Bark beetle identification. 

Senior  campers  acquired skills in  bird watching, surveying, 

habitat requirements and identifying bird calls.  Campers in this 

session also learned about native and invasive plant species. 

The highlight of the week was a trip to West Clear Creek 

where campers and staff enjoyed the sunshine and played in the 

cool, clear water. Campers used skills they had learned during 

the week to identify plants and  survey birds in the area. 

During the Outdoor Leadership Academy,   camp-

ers created presentations on environmental issues of 

their choice, which they presented to the public on 

the last day of the camp session. Check out the pho-

tos and videos at: www.nau.edu/CFcamps 

OLA campers also enjoyed a day at West Clear 

Creek and had an awesome day exploring and learn-

ing about the forest and environment at  the  Hart 

Prairie Nature Conservancy  site northwest of Flag-

staff. 

Norcross 
Wildlife 

Foundation 

Deckers Outdoor   

Corporation  
                   

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/
NAUCentennialForest  

 
Thank you to all our campers, family, friends, staff and benefactors who made this year a wonderful re-

warding experience for all. A special thank you to our speakers and group leaders: Denver Hospodarsky, 

Rich Hofstetter, Tayloe Dubay, Bridgette Bavousett, Susan Bierer, Neil Weintraub and Shelley Shepard. 

Summer Environmental Education pro-

grams: 

 Junior Forester Academy  - for 9-10 

year old first time campers. 

 Senior  Forester Academy  - 11-12 

year old continuing campers 

 Outdoor Leadership Academy  -  

13+ youth  interested in acquiring  

skills in  leadership and  strengthen-

ing outdoor knowledge  
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2 0 1 4  B A R k  B E E T L E  T h i n n i n g  P r o j e c t   

 Centennial Forest has received a thinning grant, the WBBI 12-601 (Western Bark Beetle Initiative) from the USDA 

Forest Service to continue to assist the advancement of forest resource management, including forest insect and disease manage-

ment, urban and community forestry development and transfer of new and improved fire control technologies, organization of 

shared fire suppression resources, and forestry resources, planning, and conservation. 

 NAU Centennial Forest will use the grant funding to thin small diameter ponderosa pine on Arizona State Land Trust 

Lands southwest of Flagstaff to reduce the risk of bark beetle outbreaks, and mitigate current beetle tree mortality and spread. 

Thinning crews will consist of students interested in careers in natural resource management. Crews will be trained in first aid/

CPR, chainsaw use and maintenance, survival skills, data collection and analysis, and 4WD operation. 

 The objectives of the project are: 
  - Create and maintain healthy stands of trees 
  - Reduce bark beetle attacks and mortality (and heavy dwarf mistletoe infestation where present) 
    - Restore and maintain healthy forest ecosystems 
  - Protect high value trees and research projects 
  - Reduce crown fire risk 
  - By coordinating with Forest Service and ASFD, Centennial  Forest is creating a patchwork of bark beetle  
   and  fire resistant stands that serve as a landscape level fuel break for the community of Flagstaff. 
  

Long term benefits consist of reducing crown level fires from SEVERE to LOW or MODERATE, which will set the stage for 

commercial treatments within10 years, and reduce the risk of crown fire for at least 20 years. The treatment will be monitored 

over time for evaluation of project effectiveness and forest health issues (using forestry students wherever possible to collect and 

analyze data). 

CENTENNIAL FOREST is dedicated to restoring the forest structure, function, and services provided to the public by the eco-

systems that make up NAU’s research and demonstration forest. To this end, we are continually soliciting support to maintain 

treatments using prescribed fires, invasive species mitigation, and public engagement. 

Works of Art by Sylvia Struss  

Sylvia Struss is the parent of a Junior Forester Academy alumnus. Sylvia is also a 

very talented artisan  who created and generously donated two amazing quilts to  

Centennial Forest.  The quilts are made out of T-shirts and logos designed by  Jun-

ior campers from 2004 to 2011. 

These colorful  creations are now 

proudly displayed in the Centennial 

Forest  offices at the NAU School of 

Forestry. Come by and take a look! 

QUOTE: 

“The nation behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it 

must turn over to the next generation increased; and not impaired in value.”      

Theodore Roosevelt  


