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Marie Peoples serves as Coconino County Deputy County Manager where she provides 
visionary leadership, develops strategies to further the County’s mission and collaborates with 
leaders across the community. Dr. Peoples was appointed to her current position in November 
2018. She previously served as the Coconino County Public Health Service District Chief Health 
Officer for five years, where she guided staff in developing innovative approaches that address 

public health issues and strive to eliminate health disparities among populations. In her current role, she 
collaborates with the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, County criminal justice and health and human 
services departments. 

Dr. Peoples serves as a member of the Coconino Community College Governing Board and holds such 
honors as a Flinn-Brown Fellow, the Gabe Zimmerman Civic Leadership Award, and an Emerging Leader 
in Rural Women’s Health Award. Launching her career as a substance abuse therapist within Missouri’s 
correctional system, she also worked for the Missouri Supreme Court and the Missouri Department of 
Mental Health. She holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice administration, a master’s degree in 
sociology and criminal justice, a master’s degree in public health, and a doctorate in public health 
epidemiology. 

Amber Akemi Piatt is the Health Instead of Punishment Program Director at Human Impact 
Partners, a national nonprofit organization focused on bringing the power of public health to 
social justice movements and campaigns. Trained in public health and clinical psychology, she 
brings a strong background in violence prevention and mental health promotion to her 
research, policy advocacy, and campaign strategy. She has served on advisory boards for 

nonprofit organizations, community events, and grant funds for issues ranging from gender equity to 
education. Her publications have appeared in books, peer reviewed journals, and local and global media, 
such as The Guardian. She is an alumnus of the Women’s Foundation of California’s Women’s Policy 
Institute and completed her Master in Public Health at the University of California, Berkeley and her 
Bachelor of Arts in psychology and Spanish at the University of California, Los Angeles. 



 Dr. Robert (Bob) Trotter is an Arizona Regents’ Professor in the department of 
Anthropology, and a senior scientist in the NAU Center for Health Equity Research (CHER). 
His research interests include cross-cultural health care issues, organizational models for 
change, social network impacts on health and social structures, innovation, exploring 
advanced ethnographic methods, and translational science. He has conducted research 

for the World Health Organization, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes 
of Health, and the Surgeon General’s Office of HIV/AIDs Policy. His work in medical anthropology 
addresses cross-cultural issues in health care delivery and prevention, focused on cancer, cardiac care, 
HIV prevention and intervention, disabilities, and addiction studies. He also designs and conducts 
evaluation programs for complex partnerships (industry-university, government-university-community, 
community-scientist), creating cultural models of collaborative systems, ethnographic explorations of 
institutional dynamics, and organizational network analysis. His publications include books and articles on 
Mexican American traditional healing, cross-cultural alcohol and drug studies, migrant farm worker health 
and education, HIV/AIDS, alcohol and drug prevention studies, partnership design, diagnosis and 
intervention, and anthropological ethics. 

 Dr. Viacheslav (Slava) Fofanov is an Assistant Professor with the School of Informatics, 
Computing, and Cyber Systems at Northern Arizona University. He holds Ph.D. and M.S. 
degrees in Statistics from Rice University and a B.S. degree from University of 
Washington, Seattle.  His primary research area is bioinformatics and the new 
algorithms, data structures, and analytic methods needed to store, process, and 

visualize the immense amounts of genomics data used in this field. Most recently, Dr. Fofanov is focusing 
on pathogen detection and transmission, particularly as it relates to disease transmission in underserved 
or vulnerable populations. 

Dr. Ricky Camplain is currently a postdoctoral scholar at Northern Arizona University’s 
Center for Health Equity Research. Her epidemiologic research focuses on 
understanding the health needs of individuals in the criminal justice system using 
administrative data (e.g. arrest, incarceration, and health records). She is also 
interested in how policy and built environment interventions in the correctional system 

can promote healthy behavior and social justice. 



Dr. Julie Baldwin earned her doctorate in Behavioral Sciences and Health Education in 
1991 from the Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health. For nearly 
15 years, she worked primarily with tribal communities in northern Arizona to design 
culturally relevant health promotion programs for youth and their families. From 1994-
2004, she served as a tenured faculty member at Northern Arizona University, with a 

joint appointment in the Mel and Enid Zuckerman Arizona College of Public Health. She joined the faculty 
at the University of South Florida (USF) College of Public Health in the Department of Community and 
Family Health in 2005.  She returned to Northern Arizona University in August 2015 and is now a Regents’ 
Professor in the Department of Health Sciences and the Director of the Center for Health Equity Research. 

Dr. Baldwin’s research over the years has focused on both infectious and chronic disease prevention. 
Cross-cutting themes which have characterized her work include: utilizing community-based participatory 
research approaches, working with underserved and/or marginalized populations, and addressing health 
disparities by developing and implementing culturally competent public health interventions. She has 
been PI or Co-PI of several federally funded projects from such agencies as CDC, NIMH, NIAAA, NIDA, 
NIMHD, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and HRSA/AMERSA-SAMHSA/CSAT. Dr. Baldwin and 
colleagues recently obtained a large center grant from the National Institute on Minority Health and 
Health Disparities, entitled, “The Southwest Health Equity Research Collaborative.” This project is 
designed to build the capacity of Northern Arizona University in biomedical, clinical, and behavioral 
research to address health disparities in the Southwestern US. As an enrolled member of the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, she has made a life-long commitment to serving diverse communities and to 
advocating for health promotion programs for children, adolescents and families. 

Shannon Rivers is a member of the Akimel O’otham (River People) of the Gila River Indian 
Community. Currently, Shannon is a Native American Spiritual Leader and Advisor for men 
and women in State, federal and county prisons and jails in California and Arizona and he 
is also the Indigenous Coordinator for the Poor People's Campaign in California. Shannon 
is a former delegate and participant for the Global Indigenous Peoples Caucus at the 

United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples in New York. He has close ties to the Native and 
non-native communities in southern California, and is focused on addressing the issues of poverty, 
homelessness and incarceration. 

Sixto Valdivia is a former U.S. Marine who has worked in the criminal justice system for 
over 16 years in addition to over four years in local government in programs that provided 
services to the residents of Coconino County.  He has served on numerous non-profit and 
local government boards and commissions in addition to one year on the Coconino 
County Board of Supervisors.  As a probation officer he managed probationers on 

Intensive Probation and he has worked in Specialty Courts for 9 years and is in his 8th year as the 

coordinator.  Sixto developed curricula and served as faculty at the Arizona Administrative Office of the 
Courts Education Services Division in the Probation Officer Academy and Faculty Skills Development 



courses.  There he also supported statewide committees and statewide initiatives in probation and 
training issues.  He represents the fifth generation of his family residing in Flagstaff where he raises his 
two daughters, ages 5 and 6.  Sixto enjoys outdoor activities and cooking and eating New Mexican 
cuisine.  He graduated from: President Johnson's Great Society program Project HeadStart in 1969; N.A.U., 
B.S. in 1990 and the University of Idaho, J.D. in 1994. 


