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THE VIEW FROM 7,000 FEET

NAU: LOCALLY VITAL,
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED

Most of all, I am proud of 
you: the NAU graduates 
who are vital parts of 
communities in Arizona 
and elsewhere.”

“

Talk to us
We want to hear what you think 
about Pine. Tell us what you like and 
what you would like to see in future 
issues. It's your magazine.

Office of Alumni Engagement
alumni@nau.edu  
928-523-3757

Your NAU degree has never been 
more valuable. 

Respect for our university grows 
as our work reaches more students 
and our graduates take their knowl-
edge into the workplace. People 
around the state, the country, and the 
world are taking notice of NAU and 
the exceptional things our alumni, 
students, and researchers are doing. 
Our Lumberjacks are providing the 
vision for what our world is going to 
be—and bringing new solutions to 
complex problems. 

You will see several examples in 
the pages of Pine. Our new Southwest 
Health Equity Research Collaborative 
is conducting life-changing work to 
address health disparities among 
underserved populations. We also 
are helping residents across the 
state earn degrees at our many 
regional campuses, including the 
NAU–Yavapai location in Prescott 
Valley featured on page 12. And the 
university has started several new 
degree programs to meet the need 
for more teachers and health care 

professionals in Arizona. Our civic 
vision is at work every day.

I am so proud of the many ways 
the university has a positive impact. 
Our research programs put NAU at 
the forefront of discovery, and our 
performing arts and humanities 
programs are bringing our communi-
ties and university together more than 
ever before. NAU’s spirit of service 
and commitment to our students’ 
success ensures that we remain 
uniquely suited to grow and adapt 
as we meet the demand of higher 
education and a changing world.  

Most of all, I am proud of you: 
the NAU graduates who are vital 
parts of communities in Arizona 
and elsewhere. I want to recognize 
and celebrate what makes us all 
Lumberjacks. One of the best ways to 
do that is to connect you with fellow 
alumni and celebrate your ties to one 
another and to our great university. I 
hope Georgia Musgrave’s story in this 
issue of Pine will inspire you to join 
your local alumni chapter or explore 
our updated alumni website. 

Thanks for all you do on behalf of 
NAU. You are the reason the university 
remains so vital to our communities 
and has such a strong reputation on 
the national stage. 

Sincerely,

Rita Hartung Cheng, PhD
President, Northern Arizona University
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SHINING STARS: 
OUR NEW ALUMS

Lyle Becenti

Major: Biomedical 
Science

Hometown: 
Naschitti, NM

At NAU: Internship 
in New Zealand 
that focused on 
minority health 
care; in Arizona, 
worked with the 
Partnership for 
Native American 
Cancer Prevention

Abegayle Borro

Major: Biomedical 
Science

Hometown: 
Henderson, NV

At NAU: Vice 
president of Alpha 
Lambda Delta 
honor society; 
Honors College 
ambassador; 
peer mentor

Evanne Caviness

Majors: English  
and Spanish

Hometown: 
Tucson, AZ

At NAU: Peer 
instructor for 
First Generation 
Initiatives program; 
presented research 
at ESL teaching 
conference

Tyler Dawson

Majors: Astronomy 
and Physics

Hometown: 
Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA

At NAU: Summer 
intern with NASA; 
worked with 
visitors at Lowell 
Observatory; 
started fraternity 
on campus 

Magdalene Lim

Majors: Creative 
Media and Film

Hometown: 
Petaling Jaya, 
Malaysia

At NAU: Officer in 
NAU’s International 
Club; member of 
UTV, a student-run 
production studio

Ashleigh Vance

Majors: Journalism 
and Photography

Hometown: 
Murfreesboro, TN

At NAU: Olson 
Scholar; worked as 
a tutor on campus; 
volunteered with 
immigrants on the 
US–Mexico border

UNIVERSITY NEWS

Double award winners: Adrianna Camacho 
(left) and Courtney McNichols

Best in class Here is a quick look at some of the other Gold Axe winners.

Since 1933, NAU has been honoring 
its top graduates each semester with 
the Gold Axe Award. It’s a symbol of 
the Lumberjack identity, and it recog-
nizes students for their outstanding 
achievements.

Twenty-six students received 
gold axe pins during a November 
ceremony. Two of them—Adrianna 
Camacho, a nursing student at  
NAU–Yuma, and Courtney McNichols, 
an exercise science student from 
Green Valley—also received the 
President’s Prize, the highest award 
NAU offers to undergraduate students. 

“I’m proud of the academic 
excellence, community service, and 
leadership skills demonstrated by 
every one of these students,” said 
President Rita Cheng, who presented 
the awards. “I look forward to seeing 
all that they accomplish as alumni.”

SPEAKING OF NAU ...

Letters to the editor

We want to know what’s on your mind. Feel free to 
send us a letter about something you saw in Pine. 
Send us an email at alumni@nau.edu.

Join the conversation 
Follow the NAU Alumni Association: 

Twitter: @NAUalumni  
Instagram: @NAUalumni 
Facebook: facebook.com/NAUalumni 
LinkedIn: Northern Arizona University Alumni Association

    Love it! Thanks for 
       bringing Pine back!

““
Mary Lynn Coleman
BS Education, ’74
MEd Education, ’85

Thank you for restarting this great 
magazine. I am a 1970 graduate who 
enjoyed a great career thanks to my 
NAU degree. Pine was a great way to 
stay connected during my 42-year 
work career. I was sorry when it 
ceased publication. My wife, Launa 
Gardner, holds a BA in Education 
(’68) and an MA in Counseling (’96). 
We are both happily retired. Thanks 
so much for reinstating Pine.

Roger Herd  
BS Accounting, ’70

The new issue of Pine arrived today, 
and I’m delighted with it—especially 
now that we have two grandsons 
attending NAU. I happen to be an 
old-timer, and although I realize how 
important and wonderful our digital 
age is, I must admit that I get much 
more pleasure out of holding a book 
or magazine in my hands as I read it, 
sitting in a comfy chair, rather than in 
front of my computer. So thank you 
very much for giving me one more 
old-fashioned pleasure.

Helen M. Hoffmann 
BS Health Professions, ’83

Thanks for bringing back Pine! 
So good to hear from the Alumni 
Association. Proud to be a Lumberjack 
in New York State!

Michael Conrad 
BA History, ’08

Got my Pine magazine today. Thanks 
for keeping us connected!

Kelly Segerstrom 
BS Education, ’00

Good move to bring back Pine.  
Thanks NAU Alumni. 

Bob Orrill 
BS Marketing, ’80

 
As a runner, LOVING this @NAUAlumni 
Pine piece on @tommy_rivs! Managing 
a doctorate program & running  
24 miles a day? Jeezo. #naualumni.

Megan Johnston 
BS Journalism, ’06

The Alumni Magazine of Northern Arizona University
Fall 2017

NAU researchers are taking 
astronomy and planetary 
science to new heights
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88,000
SQUARE FEET

UNIVERSITY NEWS

NAU now features more than a dozen LEED- 
certified buildings, including the Engineering 
and Natural Sciences building above. This 
green building reduces energy and water 
consumption by as much as 40 percent over  
a conventional structure of similar size.

 40
PERCENT

POPPING UP ON CAMPUS

NAU’s Flagstaff campus has seen 
some big changes over the past 
few years. And if you haven’t 
been back lately, here’s a quick 
look at some recent updates.

The new solar panels on the San Francisco 
Street Parking Structure can generate enough 
renewable energy to power up to 100 homes a 
year. The system will save an estimated $1 million 
in electricity costs over its 25-year life.

100
HOMES

Could a sea star hold the key to better shelters? 
NAU senior Tristan Hess turned to 
nature to find inspiration for his latest 
project: a lightweight yet sturdy shelter 
for the homeless that can withstand 
Flagstaff winters. 

And the more Hess researched the 
concept of biomimicry—or copying 
nature to create better structures 
and products—the more excited he 
became.

“I just thought it was so cool, this 
idea of modeling something after 
nature and using it for your own 
benefit,” said Hess, who is studying 
interior design.

Hess was able to turn his idea into 
an independent study project. He’s 
now leading a team of students and 
working with architects, designers, 
and city leaders to get buy-in for 
his project.

Hess and his team haven’t settled 
on a design. But they’re considering 

an idea from Britton Shepardson, 
an anthropology lecturer who is an 
advisor on the project. 

Shepardson, who has been inter-
ested in biomimicry for years, 
suggested that Hess look to the 
simple sea star—and its not-so- 
simple eating habits.

When a sea star eats, Shepardson 
said, it expels its entire stomach 
to engulf its prey. It then draws its 
stomach back in, bringing the prey 
with it.

That led to an intriguing idea for the 
homeless shelter: use a sack made of 
absorbent material to capture heat. 
During the day, you could push the 
sack through the roof to soak up heat 
from the sun. At night, you could pull it 
in and use it as a natural heater.

Hess has no idea if that approach 
will work. But he is certain about one 
thing: the need to think big.

“We want to really make an  
impact instead of just repeating 
something that isn’t going to be  
beneficial,” Hess said. “That changes 
the game of everything and brings 
new ideas.”

Get started early
Tristan Hess is one of 36 students 
this year to earn a Hooper 
Undergraduate Research Award, 
which encourages students to  
get involved with research projects. 
“It gives students the opportunity 
to apply what they’re learning 
in the classroom in a real-world 
setting,” said Tina Zecher, the 
senior program coordinator for the 
Office for Undergraduate Research 
and Scholarship.

INSPIRED DESIGN
Students Elena Schaefer (far left), Tristan Hess, and Taylor Mellon work on designs for a homeless shelter. 

That’s how much space has been renovated in 
the du Bois South Union, which now includes 
a 400-seat dining hall, restaurants, and more. 
The building earned LEED Gold Certification for 
electrical efficiency and mechanical systems.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

LISTEN (REALLY)
TO YOUR ELDERS

Students take home 
national honors, put 
NAU in elite company
It was a banner year for four NAU 
students who received national 
recognition for their work.

For the first time in school history, 
three NAU students were selected 
as Goldwater Scholars. Biology 
students Austin Dikeman and Shelby 
Hutton and mechanical engineering 
student Dan Rivera each received the 
elite scholarship, which is given to 
students who are planning a career 
in scientific research. NAU is one of 
only 11 universities in the country 
to have three Goldwater Scholars 
this year.

Fellow undergraduate Chelsi 
Tsosie, who is majoring in manage-
ment and marketing, was chosen by 
the Udall Foundation to be a Native 
American congressional intern—one 
of 12 students nationally to earn such 
an honor. She was selected for her 
academic achievement and a demon-
strated commitment to careers in 
tribal public policy.

“These awards and recognitions 
not only speak to the caliber of 
students at NAU, but to our student 
success initiatives and the growth in 
our research and enhanced reputa-
tion,” said NAU President Rita Cheng.

NAU wins award for 
civic engagement
Northern Arizona University is one of 
five colleges and universities chosen 
from 100 nominations to share in 
the 2017 Higher Education Civic 
Engagement Awards presented by 
the Washington Center. Recipients 
were chosen based on their 
leadership and innovation in civic 
engagement.

NAU President Rita Cheng 
accepted the award during the 
Washington Center’s annual awards 
luncheon in October at the National 
Press Club in Washington, DC.

Professor named 
Fulbright Scholar

English professor 
Fredricka Stoller 
(left) will head  
to Vietnam 
this spring as a 
Fulbright Scholar. 
Stoller, who has 

been at NAU since 1985, will be 
teaching and conducting research 
on second language literacy skills 
development at the University 
of Foreign Language Studies in 
Da Nang.

Let NAU put your  
career in overdrive
Whether you’re preparing for the 
next step in your career or looking to 
expand your professional connections, 
the NAU Career Development office 
can help you put the pieces together. 
The office offers career workshops, 
local expos throughout the year, and 
an alumni network that is more than 
162,000 strong. Learn more at  
nau.edu/career.

New degrees  
coming this fall
NAU offers 125 online degrees, certifi-
cates, and endorsements. So no matter 
where you live, the university can 
help you reach your goals. For details, 
visit nau.edu/online-programs. Of 
course, NAU also offers degrees at its 
campuses across the state. Here are the 
new degree programs coming this year:

Undergraduate degrees
• Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies 

(three concentrations: Applied 
Human Behavior, Management and  
Leadership, and Industrial 
Technology Management)

• Early Childhood Education and Early  
Childhood Special Education (BSEd)

• Civil Engineering (BS)*

• Computer Engineering (BS)* 

• Electrical Engineering (BS)* 

• Environmental Engineering (BS)* 

• Mechanical Engineering (BS)*

Graduate degrees
• Computer Information  

Technology (MCIT) 

• Curriculum and Instruction (PhD)** 

• Data Science (GCERT)

• Educational Foundations (MEd)

• Educational Leadership: 
International Education (MEd)

• Informatics (MS)

• Interdisciplinary Health (PhD)

• Master of Public Health, Dietetics 
Emphasis and Nutrition Emphasis 
(MPH)

• Master of Social Work (MSW)

• Organizational Leadership (M)

• Civil Engineering (MS)*** 

• Computer Science (MS)*** 

• Electrical Engineering (MS)*** 

• Environmental Engineering (MS)*** 

• Mechanical Engineering (MS)*** 

	 *	Replaces	BSE	degree

	**	Replaces	Curriculum	and	
Instruction	EdD

	***	Replaces	MSE	degree

Marina Vasquez (right), an elder at the Native American Cultural Center,  
gives weaving pointers to NAU student Alex Lano. 

Marina Vasquez never slows down 
with her needle as she shares stories 
of her Mayan culture and the ancient 
art of pine needle basketry. “Three 
is the symbol of women in the Mayan 
culture,” she says as she wraps raffia 
three times around three pine needles. 
“And nine is the symbol of life.”

For Vasquez, a Mayan Indian and an 
elder at the Native American Cultural 
Center (NACC) at NAU, the talking 
and the weaving come naturally. 
They are two of her greatest tools 
in sharing her heritage and helping 
others connect with their own.

A home for everyone

Vasquez and Lorenzo Max, a Diné 
Indian, are part of the Elder Cultural 
Advisors program, which brings 
Native American educators to NAU 
to provide guidance and support to 
students from Native American tribes. 

The NACC is open to everyone 
at NAU, said executive director 
Ora Marek-Martinez (BA Arts 
and Sciences, ’01; MA Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, ’03). But at its 

core, the center’s mission is to help 
Native American students succeed.

“For us, this is just a way we can 
create that home-away-from-home 
mentality,” Marek-Martinez said. “We 
are your family while you’re here.”

Beyond the classroom

Elders play a unique role in Native 
American culture, passing down 
wisdom and stories of their people. 
And while the learning that goes on 
in labs and classrooms is important, 
Max said, it isn’t a complete educa-
tion—especially for native students. 

“Since our ancestors didn’t always 
have a written language, there was 
a need to preserve and record our 
history and important events,” Max 
said. “They preserved those in songs 
and prayers and ceremonies.”

Max and Vasquez also teach classes 
at NAU, and they love helping students 
and others understand the value of 
each tribe’s culture. “My doors are 
open to anybody,” Max said. “I’m here 
to try to make a difference so people 
can have more happiness and joy.”

DON’T MISS OUT
Like live music? What about theater? Or art shows and scholarly 
lectures? NAU’s College of Arts and Letters has got you covered. The 
college brings more than 500 fun and affordable events each year 
to the Flagstaff campus—all open to Lumberjacks and their guests. 
Visit nau.edu/calevents for a schedule of upcoming events.

From its world-class research programs to its commitment  
to educating underrepresented students, NAU has plenty to 
be proud of these days. Some recent rankings:

FACTS & FIGURES

The Center for World University 
Rankings recently placed NAU in 
the top 10 percent worldwide for 
the frequency of its research being 
cited by other researchers.

NAU is among the top degree- 
granting institutions of higher 
education in the world, according 
to the Center for World University 
Rankings 2017 report.

TOP

2.9%

NAU is tops in awarding bachelor’s 
degrees in liberal arts and sciences, 
general studies, and humanities 
to Hispanic students, according to 
Diverse:	Issues	in	Higher	Education.

NAU’s study abroad program was 
named one of the most innovative 
in the country by the Institute of 
International Education.

The university is second in the 
country for awarding master’s 
degrees to Native American students, 
according to a report from Diverse:	
Issues	in	Higher	Education.

Affordable Colleges Online 
recently ranked NAU’s online nurse 
 practitioner program among the 
best in the nation.

#1

#5 TOP

8

TOP

10%

#2
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HELPING 
DIABETICS HEAL
Roughly one in six Native American adults has diabetes, 
a higher percentage than any other racial group in the 
United States.

Many Native Americans also live on land where the 
water is contaminated with arsenic, which can prevent 
chronic diabetic wounds from healing. 

For people with diabetes, a small cut or wound on 
the foot can be a big problem. If left untreated, these 
injuries can quickly escalate into a serious infection or 
even amputation.

It’s a health care crisis that NAU researchers Robert 
Kellar and Catherine Propper are tackling head on.

A breakthrough in the lab

Kellar is an expert in wound healing, while Propper 
studies how environmental contaminants affect the human 

How do you address the issue of health dispar-

ities in the Southwest, a region with high rates 

of chronic and infectious diseases as well as 

behavioral health problems? It’s one of the most 

challenging questions of our time—and Northern 

Arizona University is emerging as a national 

leader in providing answers.

In 2016, the university established the Center 

for Health Equity Research to study health 

disparities. Last fall, the National Institute on 

Minority Health and Health Disparities awarded 

the center a $21.4 million grant—among the 

largest ever received at NAU. With this new 

grant, the center created the Southwest Health 

Equity Research Collaborative (SHERC) to 

increase NAU’s research in this critical area. 

Led by professors Julie Baldwin and Diane 

Stearns, SHERC draws on expertise from across 

the university. Read on to see how NAU is 

improving health in Arizona and beyond.

NAU researchers join forces to improve  
health in underserved communities

REACHING ACROSS 

THE DIVIDE

Robert Kellar, PhD
Associate professor of practice
Department	of		
Biological	Sciences

Catherine Propper, PhD
Professor
Department	of		
Biological	Sciences
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MENTORING THE 
NEXT GENERATION
NAU cancer researchers Narendiran Rajasekaran and 
Archana Varadaraj each had strong mentors who guided 
them through college and inspired them in the lab.  
Now, they are returning the favor and mentoring the  
next generation of scientists. 

“In every way we can, we try to keep our labs open to 
students,” said Varadaraj, whose research looks at ways to 
modify cancer cells so they become less mobile and less 
likely to invade nearby healthy tissues.

The two—who are married and share lab space but 
work on separate projects—take part in the Bridges  
to Baccalaureate program. It’s a 10-week summer  
session that helps Native American and community  
college students develop science skills and do 
hands-on research. 

Rajasekaran said he and his wife also work closely 
with the Partnership for Native American Cancer 
Prevention. The joint effort among NAU, the National 
Cancer Institute, the National Institutes of Health, and 
the University of Arizona Cancer Center trains Native 
American students for careers in cancer-related 
research and health care. 

In turn, Rajasekaran and Varadaraj said, those students 
can take their knowledge back to their communities to 
help alleviate health disparities.

“We have a strong pool of talented students that  
I hope to inspire to come to the lab and learn more 
about immunotherapy,” said Rajasekaran, whose 
research examines how to turn viruses into more 
 effective cancer killers. 

“Our work really serves two purposes: we can show 
that these treatments are possible, and our student 
researchers can help spread the information out into  
the field.” 

FOCUSING ON
INFECTIONS

Diseases once confined largely to  
hospitals—such as staph infections— 
are now increasingly being transmit-
ted through everyday contact among 
healthy people. 

That’s why researcher and double 
NAU alumnus Talima Pearson (MA 
Biology, ’02; PhD Biology, ’09) is 
leading a five-year study among 
different populations in Yuma, Arizona. 
His goal? To better understand how 
staph infections are spread outside 
health care settings—and to see 
what steps can be taken to keep the 
disease under control.

Limited treatment options

For years staph infections (specifi-
cally, those caused by the bacterium 
Staphylococcus aureus) were on the 
rise in hospitals and other health care 
facilities. But improvements in infection 
control techniques—such as changing 
sheets more frequently and wiping 
down contaminated surfaces—have 
kept those numbers in check.

Now, however, there is an increase 
in cases of relatively healthy people in 
the community passing staph bacteria 
to one another, causing repeat 
infections. And that makes treatment 
extremely difficult.

“We can’t go around to everyone’s 
house and change all of their sheets 
and clean all of their surfaces,” Pearson 
said. “That’s not a very efficient way to 
treat the problem.”

A targeted approach

So Pearson and his team will inter-
view hundreds of small groups to see 
what role social relationships play in 
transmitting staph bacteria. Some of 
the questions he hopes to answer: Are 
people more likely to get infected from 
family members? If so, which ones?  
What about close friends and co-  work-
ers? Or even complete strangers?

Because people can carry staph 
and spread it to others without 
ever getting sick themselves, NAU 
researchers also will be taking swabs 
from study participants. Pearson 
will use those DNA samples to try 
to grow staph in a petri dish, and 
he’ll sequence the genomes of any 
positive results. By comparing the 
staph genomes collected from differ-
ent individuals within a social group, 
Pearson will know whether or not 
transmission has occurred, he said.

“We’ll learn a lot about the way the 
disease is cycling in Yuma,” Pearson 
said, “and perhaps in the future, if we 
have a small subset of friends and 
relatives that we think are highly likely 
to result in transmission, we can target 
those people for treatment. That’s a 
much better approach than what we’re 
doing now.” 

Talima Pearson, PhD
Assistant research professor
Department	of	Biological	Sciences

TRACKING ORAL 
HEALTH IN CHILDREN
Why do Arizona children have twice the rate of dental 
caries—also known as tooth decay—as children outside 
the state?

Socioeconomic status and limited access to dental  
care explain only part of the difference, said NAU 
researcher Viacheslav “Slava” Fofanov. “We suspect  

there is a biological explanation,” he said.
Human mouths are full of bacteria, he said, and about 

one-third of all people carry a strain that can lead to 
increased tooth decay. These cavity-causing bacteria 
aren’t present at birth, but they are passed on through 
saliva (typically, from the mother or primary caregiver)  
by sharing food, utensils, or other items.

Many children also attend preschool or day care 
centers, which can introduce even more germs to the mix. 
Fofanov and his research team want to see which strains 
of bacteria—the ones children pick up from home, or the 
ones they get from other preschoolers—become more 
dominant and destructive.

So they’ll study children in four counties in southern 
Arizona, which has a large population of Hispanic children 
from low-income families—a particularly vulnerable 
population when it comes to tooth decay. The team will 
examine each child’s oral microbiome—essentially, all 
of the bacteria in the mouth—before school starts and at 
several other times throughout the year.

That will tell Fofanov which strains are more dominant, 
and where dental providers should focus their efforts to 
treat tooth decay. “Do you have to do more education in 
the classroom? Or do you focus on the family?” he said. 
“That’s what we’re trying to figure out.” 

Viacheslav “Slava” Fofanov, PhD
Assistant professor
School	of	Informatics,	Computing,	and	Cyber	Systems

Archana Varadaraj, PhD
Assistant professor
Department	of	Chemistry		
and	Biochemistry

Narendiran Rajasekaran, PhD
Assistant professor
Department	of	Chemistry		
and	Biochemistry

body. The two are teaming up to 
study how arsenic-contaminated 
water keeps diabetic wounds from 
healing. More important, they hope 
to develop a treatment that can 
reverse the effects of arsenic and 
help chronic wounds get better.

But first, they have to see what 
happens in the lab. 

Kellar, who runs the Tissue 
Engineering & Regenerative 
Medicine Laboratory at NAU, starts 
the process by growing human 
skin cells in a petri dish. Next, 
he creates a mock wound on the 
sample. Under normal conditions, 
the wound will close in about a 
day, Kellar said. When arsenic- 
contaminated water is added to the 
mix, however, the healing process 
slows dramatically. And under 
heavy contamination, the healing 
basically stops.

“In one of the worst-case scenar-
ios, we never saw the wound close,” 
Kellar said. “It stayed open. I was 
not expecting it to be that bad.”

Reversing the effects

Looking for answers outside the 
lab, Kellar and Propper searched 
the wound-healing literature—and 
they found a promising study 
out of Japan. In it, researchers 
used estrogen patches to help 
wounds close. So Kellar treated the 
arsenic-contaminated wounds in 
his lab with estrogen, “and lo and 
behold, we almost reversed the 
effect,” he said.

Kellar, Propper, and their team 
are now trying to figure out how 
and why that happens. It’s still early 
in the process, but Kellar hopes to 
have an answer in a year or so. In 
the meantime, he and Propper will 
continue their work—and continue 
to focus on helping underserved 
communities.

“Everyone agrees that we need 
clean water,” Kellar said, “not 
just on Native American lands in 
Arizona but in every community 
around the world. And here at 
NAU, we’re in the right place at 
the right time to do some amazing 
research that will help people.” 
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200
Approximate number of students 
 enrolled on campus each year

100+
Alumni chapter members

5,300+
NAU alumni in Yavapai County

CAMPUS PROFILE

Fast facts
• The Yavapai campus is developing 
a program for students from Yavapai 
College to seamlessly enter NAU’s 
Hotel and Restaurant Management 
Program.

• NAU has internship programs with 
the Yavapai County government and 
the Arizona Department of Economic 
Security to give students real-world 
experience.

• We are opening a branch of the 
Northern Arizona College Resource 
Center, which will provide outreach 
services to Yavapai County students 
and families, including financial aid 
workshops and application support.

The NAU–Yavapai campus in Prescott Valley opened 
in 2010 and has an accelerated program that allows 
students to earn a bachelor’s degree in just three 
years. Learn more at nau.edu/yavapai.

By the numbers

YAVAPAI

With more than 20 locations across 
Arizona, NAU is everywhere you  
want to learn.

See how this  
alum reconnected  
with NAU—and  
how you can too

Georgia Musgrave (’92) has fond 
memories of her days at NAU.  
“I made great friends there,” she says.

FINDING 
HER WAY 
HOME
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Travel is in Georgia (Arnold) Musgrave’s DNA. She grew 
up in a military family—her dad was a Naval pilot—so 
living in different parts of the world, a few years at a time, 
set the stage for all her future personal and professional 
pursuits. It’s a lifestyle that shaped her definition of “home.”

“I think home can be any place that keeps you feeling 
connected,” Musgrave said. In her case, that place was 
Northern Arizona University. 

Her family relocated from Washington, DC, to Arizona, 
where Musgrave graduated from Dobson High School 
in Mesa. “My path was somewhat nontraditional,” she 
said. “Like a lot of teenagers, it took me a few years to 
determine where to go to college. But after taking some 
courses at a local community college, I realized I wanted 
to become a teacher.

“I also realized I wanted something different,” she said. 
“And in this state, NAU is the university for those who want 
something different. It offered both the education program 
and the intimate environment that allowed me to thrive. 

And it didn’t hurt that Flagstaff is a gorgeous place to live.” 
She jumped into extracurricular life and became a 

resident assistant (RA), planning events and coordinating 
activities for the women in Cowden hall—skills that would 
play a strong role in her future career. “I made great 
friends there as an RA and that job really helped me find 
my voice,” Musgrave said.

HER NEXT ADVENTURE
After graduating in 1992 with a bachelor’s degree in 
general studies and a minor in education, it was time for 
a new adventure abroad—teaching English as a second 
language in Fukushima, Japan. She became the director 
of academics at the Fukushima English Center, where she 
developed curriculum for students and teachers while 
also coaching her colleagues. It was an experience that 
convinced her to return to Arizona to pursue a master’s 
degree in ESL. 

But while she was weighing her options, a friend helped 
her land a job in the purchasing department at ASU. From 
there, she went on to serve as the director of student 
services for the evening and full-time MBA programs. She 
would go on to manage multiple departments as the assis-
tant dean of graduate programs. 

Musgrave said her professional success stems from the 
foundation she received at NAU. 

“I loved working on campus and coordinating events as 
a resident assistant,” she said. “I learned the importance of 
listening to your ‘customer’—in my case, students—to give 
them the best possible experience. Plus, NAU had the best 
student engagement programs at the time. I think that’s why I 
soared at Arizona State—because of what I learned at NAU.”

COMING HOME
In July 2014, Musgrave joined Duffy Group Inc., a female-
owned executive recruitment firm based in Phoenix. Later 
that year, the NAU Alumni Association reached out and invited 
her to a happy hour in downtown Phoenix. There, she got 
reacquainted with NAU’s alumni community after 26 years.

“It had never occurred to me to reconnect as an alumna,” 
she said. “I thought I had to be in Flagstaff to be involved at 
NAU. But when I went to the happy hour, I instantly felt like 
I was home. It might seem funny to say this, but I felt like I 
was getting reacquainted with people I’d never met.”

She learned there were almost 50,000 alumni living in 
the Phoenix area. “Reconnecting made a lot of sense for 

me, from a networking and business standpoint,” she said. 
“And because of the many lessons I learned during my 
time at NAU, giving back made sense too.”

Musgrave joined the Phoenix Alumni Chapter as a 
volunteer leader and quickly went all in, creating an 
alumni speaker series. The first event, held in fall 2017, 
welcomed NAU President Rita Cheng, longtime Valley 
radio personality Tim Hattrick, and Wanda Costen from  
the School of Hotel & Restaurant Management. Musgrave 
also planned an April event with a focus on health 
care issues.

LOOKING AHEAD AND GIVING BACK
Musgrave said the success of the Phoenix Alumni Chapter 
has everything to do with the quality of an NAU graduate. 

“I’ve hired many people over the years, as a manager 
and now as a professional recruiter, and I’d say NAU 
graduates provide the glue to an organization,” she said. 
“Along with the education they receive, they are great 
culture builders. They have tremendous spirit and they set 
ego aside for the common good.”

Today, people can access the NAU experience all 
over the state. And once they graduate, they can build a 
life anywhere in the world—and they do. But one thing 
Musgrave has demonstrated with the Phoenix Alumni 
Chapter is that no matter where you go, your alma mater 
always offers a home base. 

“Reconnecting,” she said, “has fed my soul.” 

 “It had never 
occurred to me to 
reconnect as an 
alumna. I thought 
I had to be in 
Flagstaff to be 
involved at NAU.”

Your next chapter
If you live in the Valley and want to join 
us for upcoming events like the Speaker 
Series, let us know at alumni@nau.edu.

Of course, we have alumni chapters all 
over. See page 22 to find yours.

NAU alumni gather in Phoenix for an April speaker series event focused on health care issues.
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LUMBERJACK CENTRAL

They started the season at No. 1. Four 
months and hundreds of miles later, 
the Northern Arizona University men’s 
cross country team finished in the 
same place—the best in the country 
for the second year in a row.

At the NCAA Division I National 
Championship meet in Kentucky in 
November, the Lumberjacks put up 
a 74-point performance, beating the 
second-place team by 53. Five NAU 
runners finished in the top 40 and 

earned All-American honors.
“It’s a surreal feeling,” said Michael 

Smith, director of cross country and 
track and field. “You’re so focused on 
a single day for so long, and then the 
morning comes and it’s actually time to 
do it. They went out and did it.”

Matt Baxter led the way for NAU 
with a second-place finish. Tyler Day 
was right behind him, finishing third. 
Rounding out the top finishers for 
NAU were Peter Lomong (eighth), 

Andrew Trouard (35th), and Geordie 
Beamish (40th). 

Lumberjack runners weren’t the only 
ones to take home awards. Smith—in 
his first year as NAU’s cross country 
head coach—was named National 
Men’s Coach of the Year by the U.S. 
Track & Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association. 

And with several runners returning 
next season, NAU is in great shape for 
a championship three-peat in 2018.

For the fifth straight year, the NAU 
swimming and diving team took home 
the Western Athletic Conference 
championship trophy.

The Lumberjacks, who finished 
with 810 points, beat runner-up New 
Mexico State by 209 points—NAU’s 
second-largest margin of victory 
during its championship run. 

The win assured that the senior 

class will go down as the greatest in 
NAU history. And they saved their best 
effort for the final race, the 400-meter 
freestyle relay.

Freshman Elisa Rodriguez and 
seniors Roni Houck, Kimmy Richter, 
and Alina Staffeldt set a school record 
with a time of 3:23.27 to beat the rest 
of the field—NAU’s first relay win since 
joining the conference.

Cross country team wins second straight NCAA title

THEY RULE THE POOL—AGAIN

LUMBERJACK CENTRAL

TWICE AS NICE

For many young Native Americans, 
basketball carries a message of hope. 
A message that you can achieve your 
dreams if you work hard. That your 
future is not determined by your past.

NAU junior Tate Tsingine is living 
that message each and every day.

The sport has given her the chance 
to attend college and work toward her 
goal of becoming a physical therapist. 
She is one of many success stories to 
come out of the reservation—and last 
fall she returned to her high school 
gym in Tuba City as a Division I 
basketball player.

Yes, NAU beat Antelope Valley 
104–49. But the final score was only 
part of the story. Basketball runs 
through Tsingine’s blood and the 
Tsingine name is deeply rooted in 
Lumberjack athletics. Her grand-
fathers played on the men’s team in 
the mid-1970s, and her aunt played 
on the women’s team in 
2004 and 2005.

“I always wanted 
to come to NAU 
because this 
is where 
my family 
went,”  

Tsingine said. “My mom, dad, grandma,  
aunties, uncles all graduated from here.”

Tsingine transferred to NAU after 
two standout years at Central Arizona 
College in Coolidge. And even 
though her career as a Lumberjack is 
still in the early stages, her story has 
had a lasting effect.

“To be able to take Tate back  
to her hometown on the reservation 
and to share that cultural exposure 
with players who have never been 
on the reservation is really important 
to our program and our univer-
sity,” said head coach Loree Payne. 

For Tsingine, it’s all 
about spreading her 

message of hope.
“I take a lot of 

pride in going 
back,” Tsingine said. 
“It shows the kids 
growing up there 
that they can do it 

too—it’s not 
impossible.”

NAU has a new athletics director, 
and he has two simple messages 
for all Lumberjack fans.

“First, our goal is to be the 
most customer-friendly athletic 
department in the entire Big Sky 
Conference,” said Mike Marlow, 
who comes to NAU after serving 
as deputy director of athletics for 
Washington State University, his 
alma mater. “On top of that, we have 
some incredible young people who 
take their academics and athletics 
very seriously—and are deserving 
of all our support.”

Marlow has been involved in 
college athletics for more than 25 
years, and he’s seen what can 

happen when people work 
together to elevate a program. 
So he wants everyone—
students, faculty, alumni, and 
local boosters—to get on 
board and support the univer-

sity’s athletic teams. 
“The common denominator in 

every successful athletic depart-
ment I’ve been in has always come 
down to how you define ‘team,’ ” 
he said. “And not just within the 
athletic program, but within the 
entire university and the greater 
community.

“When you get to the point 
where people have a sense of 
belonging and realize that every-
body plays a role in success, that’s 
where the magic can happen.” 

FINDING HOPE  
ON THE COURT 

MARLOW’S 
MESSAGE  
TO FANS:
YOU’RE NO. 1

NAU’s Tate Tsingine 
is an inspiration on 
and off the court.
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Jay Vargas
BS Education, ’61 
Honorary Doctorate, ’01

Medal of Honor recipient Jay 
Vargas was the guest of honor 
and speaker at the National World 
War II Museum’s Veterans Day 
Commemoration Ceremony this past 
November. Vargas was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his actions as 
a captain in Vietnam. This medal is 
only one of many decorations he 
received over his 30 years of service 
in the Marine Corps; he has also been 
awarded the Silver Star, the Purple 
Heart with four Gold Stars, and 
the Combat Action Ribbon, among 
others. Following his retirement 
from active duty, he served in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs at 
both regional and national levels.

Marvin Huls
Master’s of Music Education, ’66

Shirley Huls
Master’s of Music Education, ’68

Marvin and Shirley Huls, Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in June 2016. 
Marvin was an associate professor  
of music/director of choral activities 
at Seton Hill University and the  
music director of the Westmoreland 
Choral Society, and is currently 
director of music at First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Greensburg. Shirley 
was an assistant professor of music 
at Seton Hill, the founder and director 
of the Westmoreland Children’s 
Chorus, and director of elementary 
choirs at First Presbyterian Church, 
Greensburg.

David Ballentine
BS History, ’69 
MA History, ’71

Ballentine is the writer of three  
Civil War–era historical fiction novels 
available on Amazon. The Cavalryman	
series follows an Irish immigrant  
who enlists in the Union cavalry and 
ends up fighting in major battles in 
the eastern United States.

Tom DeSpain
BS Forestry, ’70

DeSpain is retiring 
after 46 years 
with the U.S. 
Forest Service. 
The outcomes of 
his area of exper-
tise, tree genetics 

and improving forest health, can be 
seen in national forests in Idaho and 
Washington, where he has played an 
important role in reforestation efforts. 
DeSpain plans on continuing his partic-
ipation in the Boy Scouts, his church, 
and his community, and enjoying time 
with his seven grandchildren.

Jeffrey Roberts
BS Journalism, ’73 
MA History, ’74

A published author in many genres, 
Roberts currently has three novels 
available on Amazon: the Mars thriller 
The	Healer, the alternative history 
time travel romance Cherries	in	
Winter, and the eerie spiritual urban 
fantasy In	the	Shadow	of	the	House	
of	God.

Dr. Jon Reyhner
MEd Educational Administration, ’73 
EdD Secondary Education, ’77

A professor of bilingual multicultural 
education at NAU, Dr. Reyhner has 
dedicated his career to American 

Indian education and indigenous 
language revitalization. In addition 
to his career in the classroom, he has 
authored and edited several works on 
his favorite topic, including Teaching	
Indigenous	Students:	Honoring	Place,	
Community,	and	Culture.

Paul Turner
BS Civil Engineering, ’78

Turner is the founder, president, 
and principal of Turner Engineering, 
Inc., a certified veteran-owned 
small business in Flagstaff that 
celebrated its 31st anniversary in 2017. 
Furthermore, all of its professional 
staff members are NAU graduates!

Theresa Drew
BS Accountancy, ’79

Drew was named 2017 Charlotte 
BusinessWoman of the Year by 
Queens University. The award recog-
nizes women for their “significant 
sustained contributions to business 
and the community.” Drew is the only 
woman to lead a Big Four accounting 
firm in Charlotte, NC.

Larry Mullins
MEd Educational Psychology, ’79

Mullins retired from his position as CEO 
of Samaritan Health Services January 1, 
2018, celebrating 25 years of leading 
a health care system that serves more 
than 250,000 Oregon residents.

Kelley Knutson
BS Accountancy, ’81

Knutson has been appointed presi-
dent of Netspend, a leading provider 
of prepaid debit cards. Other NAU 
alums have had leadership positions 
at the company, including George 
Gresham (BS Accountancy, ’91), who 
served as Chief Financial Officer from 
2010 to 2013.

Diane Williams
BS Hotel and Restaurant 
Management, ’86

Williams has been appointed interim 
administrator of the Glendale, AZ, 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. She 
brings with her 30 years of experience 
in the hospitality industry, including  
17 years at the Glendale Civic Center.

Christopher Kline
BS Forestry, ’85

Kris Kline
BS Elementary Education, ’88

Kline and his wife, Kris, opened 
Butterfly Ridge Butterfly Conservation 
Center in the Hocking Hills of Ohio, 

working to preserve the health and 
well-being of butterflies, moths, and 
other pollinators native to the area.

Michael Garshak
BS Management, ’87

Garshak was promoted to brigadier 
general and took over as adjutant 
general commander of the Military 
Division of the Idaho National Guard. 
He was a member of the Army ROTC 
Battalion at NAU and was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant upon 
graduation. Garshak and his wife, Dina 
(BS Telecommunications, ’87), live in 
Boise, Idaho.

Robert Herr
BS Civil Engineering, ’89

Herr was named 2017 Public Works 
Leader of the Year by American	City	
&	County magazine for his work as 
director of the Public Works, Parks 
and Recreation Department of 
Henderson, NV. 

Michelle Noblet-Vacha
BS Dental Hygiene, ’89

Announcing the 10-year anniversary 
of Senior Mobile Dental, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization founded by 
Noblet-Vacha. She has been nationally 
recognized in the dental hygiene  
industry, with 17 awards from organiza-
tions including Crest, Colgate, Oral B, the  
American Red Cross, and the American 
Dental Hygienists’ Association.

Hilda Ladner
BA Modern Languages, ’92 
MEd Bilingual and Multicultural  
Education, ’96

Ladner was selected to serve as Pima 
Community College’s diversity, equity, 
and inclusion officer and will lead  
the college’s strategic diversity initia-
tives. In addition to being an alumna, 
Ladner worked at NAU for nearly 15 
years, supervising the Multicultural 
Student Center.

Juan Marquez
MEd Educational Leadership, ’92

Mesa Community College computer 
information systems professor Marquez 
retired after 30 years of dedicated 
service to the Maricopa County 
Community College District and was 
awarded the emeritus distinction.

Dustin Wright
BA English, ’93

Wright was recently appointed assistant 
inspector general for investigations with 
the U.S. Department of Energy Office 
of Inspector General, a position that is 
a promotion into the Senior Executive 
Service after 21 years of federal civil 
service. Previously, he served in the 
U.S. Border Patrol and with two other 
Offices of Inspector General.

Karen Thomas
BS Earth Science and Secondary 
Education, ’95 
MS Earth Science, ’02

After spending 15 
years as a science 
teacher in Douglas, 
AZ; Chula Vista, CA; 
and Philadelphia, 
PA, Thomas has 
been a principal in 

Philadelphia since 2010. She is now 
the principal of the William W. Bodine 
High School for International Affairs, 
a public special admissions high 
school affiliated with the World Affairs 
Council of Philadelphia.

Valerie Foster
MEd Secondary Education, ’96

Author of Dancing	with	a	Demon, 
an award-winning memoir exploring 
Foster’s journey to save her daughter 
from an eating disorder. She is the 
recipient of the Shofar Zachor Award 
for Holocaust Education for her 
previous memoir The	Risk	of	Sorrow:	
Conversations	with	Holocaust	Survivor,	
Helen	Handler.

Free NAU alumni gear!
Tell us what you’ve been doing since you graduated from NAU so we 
can share your news with fellow Lumberjack alumni. Visit nau.edu/
alumni to submit your updates—and we’ll send you some alumni swag.

Time to celebrate
Approaching your 40-year or 50-year class reunion? The Office  
of Alumni Engagement honors and celebrates these momentous  
occasions. Visit nau.edu/alumni to learn more.

Mike Jankowski
BS Ecosystem Science and  
Management, ’98 

Jankowski, known by many as 
“Coach Janks,” is the head coach for 
the US snowboard and freeskiing 
teams. He’s coached some of the 
biggest names in snowboarding, 
including three-time gold medalist 
Shaun White and teen sensation 
Chloe Kim, and his athletes have 
won more than two dozen medals 
at four Olympic Games. He is also 
an ambassador for Laureus USA, 
part of a global nonprofit organi-
zation that uses sports to change 
children’s lives and strengthen 
communities. Jankowski, who 
taught himself how to snowboard 
while going to school in Flagstaff, 
now lives in Oregon. You can follow 
him on Twitter @CoachJanks.

Charles Pilon
BS Social Science, ’59 
MA Social Science, ’66

Linda Pilon
BS Elementary Education, ’60

Pictured are NAU alumni Quin Mero  
(’11, granddaughter), Chuck Pilon, and 
Linda Pilon. If Quin’s mother, Cindy Mero 
(’90), were in the photo, there would be 
three generations of NAU graduates.

“We are at the monument to the 2nd 
U. S. Army Ranger Battalion at Pointe 

du Hoc on the Omaha Beach landing 
site of the 1944 invasion of Normandy. 
This site is next to the Normandy 
American Cemetery above Omaha 
Beach and marks the spot that the 
Rangers scaled 100-foot cliffs under 
heavy German fire. (My uncle drove a 
landing barge onto the beach the day 
of the invasion.) It was a thrill for all 
three of us to be in the immediate area 
of Bayeux, Normandy, France, the city 
where my sixth great- grandfather was 
born—Quin’s eighth great-grandfather.”

CLASS NOTES
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John Running
BS Anthropology, ’69

Photographer 
Running died of 
complications from 
a brain tumor at his 
Flagstaff home on 
January 7, 2018. He 
was 77. He honed 

his photography skills while serving 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, opening his 
own studio in Flagstaff after his time 
in the military. He was known for his 
intimate portraits of Navajos and 
Hopis who were displaced in one of 
the largest relocation efforts in US 
history. Running’s photos became 
album covers for Canyon Records, 
an independent label specializing in 
Native American music, as well as 
being used in annual reports, calen-
dars, advertisements, magazines, and 
books. In 2014, Running donated his 
collection to NAU’s Cline Library—
some 20 million images.

Raymond “Ray” Etcitty
BS Industrial Arts Education, ’70

Etcitty passed away on November 
10, 2017, at the age of 78. Born in 
Beclabito, New Mexico, he attended 
high school at Navajo Mission in 
Farmington, NM, graduated from 
Arizona State College (now NAU) 
with a degree in industrial arts, 
and continued his education with 
first a master’s and then a PhD at 

neighboring institutions. Ray spent his 
career serving the Navajo people as 
a vocational educator, sports writer 
for the Gallup	Independent, and tribal 
administrator with the Navajo Nation 
government, before retiring from 
the Zuni School District in 2006. He 
honorably served in the U.S. Navy 
submarine service from September 10, 
1957, to January 30, 1962, aboard the 
USS Sennet. Etcitty loved spending 
time with family, and enjoyed 
writing, reading, and watching 
sporting events.

Regina “Gina” Meadows
BS Elementary Education, ’96 
MEd Elementary Education, ’00

Meadows, 45, passed away on 
November 7, 2017, in Phoenix, 
Arizona, following an extended illness. 
She was comforted with family, love, 
and prayers. She received bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees from 
NAU, afterwards moving to Phoenix 
where she began her teaching career. 
Co-workers and students admired her 
for her dedication. Gina is survived 
by her loving parents, Pat and Kathy 
Meadows, of Flagstaff; her sister, Lisa 
Brasseaux, brother-in-law, Scotty, 
and niece, Addison, from Alabaster, 
Alabama; and Dewey, her beloved 
Schnoodle. Her family will always 
remember her big blue eyes, her 
beautiful smile, and her silly sense 
of humor.

Oran Tkatchov
BA English, ’96 
MEd Educational Leadership, ’03

Tkatchov has published his latest 
book, Success	for	Every	Student:		
A	Guide	to	Teaching	and	Learning, 
which is packed full of tools and 
tips for everything from classroom 
management to formative assess-
ment, giving busy teachers what they 
need to become more efficient and 
effective professionals in their class-
rooms and schools.

Seamus Dever
BS Theatre, ’97

Dever has been given a recurring role 
on the upcoming Warner Bros. TV 
series Titans. His past credits include 
Castle,	General	Hospital,	Army	Wives, 
and more.

William Fish Jr.
BS Elementary Education, ’00

The Young Professional Initiative 
and Greater Shreveport Chamber of 
Commerce named Lt. Col. William 
Fish Jr. (USAF), commander of the 
11th Bomb Squadron at Barksdale Air 
Force Base in Louisiana, 2017 Young 
Professional of the Year. Bill was a 
member of ROTC Detachment 027 
at NAU. He is the son of William (BS 
Education, ’72; MEd, ’98) and Janet 
(BME, ’69; MEd, ’96) Fish.

Lauren Lauder
BS Social Work, ’00

Southwest Behavioral & Health Services 
recently announced the promotion of 
Lauder to senior vice president of the 
Northern Arizona region.

Aaron Kellar
MA Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, ’01

Kellar has been a 
counselor at Castle 
View High School 
in Castle Rock, CO, 
for 11 years and was 
previously at Peoria 
High School in Peoria, 

AZ. He was selected Counselor of the 
Month by the Colorado Council on High 
School/College Relations and is also 
a member of the Counselor Advisory 
Board for Colorado State University. 
He and his wife, Laura, have traveled to 
over 50 countries since he graduated 
from NAU (including several trips with 
their daughter, who is now 2.)

Leif Christianson
BS Microbiology, ’01

After completing his residency in 
internal medicine at the University of 
Missouri and serving as chief medical 
resident, Dr. Christianson went on to 
complete a fellowship in cardiova scular 
disease at the University of South 
Florida in 2016 and was named chief 
fellow during that time.

Bojan Louis
BA English, ’03

Louis has recently published his debut 
poetry collection Currents. The work 
explores the American identity and 
interweaves English, Spanish, and Diné.

Christopher Jones
BS Accountancy, ’03

Jones will serve a three-year appoint-
ment on the Board of Adjustment for 

the City of Mesa. The board conducts 
public meetings to hear and decide 
upon requests for variances, special-
use permits, and interpretations of the 
City of Mesa Zoning Ordinance and 
Sign Code. 

Joel Vega
BMus Vocal Performance, ’04

Since receiving his degree, Vega 
has sung professionally, toured with 
opera companies, and started his 
own company, Mid-Ohio Opera, 
which produces two operas and eight 
concerts per season, and offers master 
classes for area students with world-re-
nowned singers and opera coaches. 
He is currently an instructor of opera 
theater at the College of Wooster and 
artistic director of Mid-Ohio Opera, and 
credits former director of NAU Opera 
Nando Schellen and NAU’s stellar opera 
program for starting him down his path.

Jacqueline Foley
BS Special and Elementary Ed, ’04

Foley has been 
teaching at Highland 
Elementary School in 
Skokie, IL, since 2007, 
when she relocated 
from Arizona to 
Illinois. Her fifth-

grade classroom features NAU colors, 
banners, and photographic artwork 
of Northern Arizona taken by fellow 
alum and photographer Paul Folk, 
and includes the campus mascot, 
Louie the Lumberjack! Her students 
learn about university campus life 
and about how their hard work and 
growth helps them prepare for their 
own post-secondary education and 
future careers. The experience of 
being NAU Lumberjacks in their own 
classroom reminds Foley’s students 
to persevere in working toward their 
goals and aspirations.

Dustin Welker
BS Construction Management, ’05

Welker was named the 15 Under 40 
Individual of the Year for his work as the 
planning and community development 
director for the City of Safford. The 15 
Under 40 program recognizes those 
under the age of 40 who are making a 
difference in the Graham and Greenlee 
counties of Arizona.

Erin O’Mara
MA Applied Health Psychology, ’05

O’Mara was promoted to associate 
professor of psychology and granted 
tenure at the University of Dayton in 
August 2017.

Benjamin Bellorado
MA Anthropology and Applied 
Archaeology, ’07

Bellorado has been awarded the 
prestigious Lister Fellowship from the 
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. 
The fellowship is given to graduate 
students who are making a significant 
contribution to archaeological knowl-
edge of American Indian cultures of 
the Southwest; Bellorado is currently a 
doctoral candidate at the University of 
Arizona.

Mary Vaughn
BS Interdisciplinary Studies: 
Enterprise in Society, ’09 
MA Administration, ’10

Vaughn has been named principal of 
the property tax compliance practice of 
Ryan, a global tax services and software 
provider. She joined the firm in 2014.

Brock Lefferts
BFA Visual Communication, ’10

Lefferts came to NAU as a drummer; 
however, due to noise restrictions in the 
dorms, he started experimenting with 
electronic music in 2007. He eventually 
started receiving requests to perform 
live, and A Cloud for Climbing was born. 
He recently opened for touring indie 
band TV Girl at the Rebel Lounge in 
Phoenix.

Patrick Murphy
BS Marketing, ’11

Recently promoted to senior group 
manager at Talener’s Los Angeles office, 
Murphy runs a team of four, staffing 
for tech positions specializing in tech 
stacks such as JavaScript, Python, 
and Ruby. He started with Talener in 
February 2014.

Vanessa Delgado
MA Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, ’12

Delgado has been 
named the inaugu-
ral director of 
Eastern Washington 
University’s 
Multicultural Center 
after a nationwide 

search. The center, which will provide 
resources and support to students, is 
scheduled to open in Fall 2018.

Quentin Lee
BMus Vocal Performance, ’12

Beginning December 2019, Lee will 
assume the title role in the touring 
production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
The	Phantom	of	the	Opera at the 
Orpheum Theatre in Minneapolis. 

IN MEMORYContinued	from	previous	page.
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Judy Manor
BS Psychology, ’03

Manor, who serves as the assistant 
director of NAU’s Campus Shuttle 
Services, was honored as the 2017 
NAU Homecoming Dedicatee. Manor 
has been working in her depart-
ment for nearly 20 years—starting 
as a shuttle driver while earning her 

degree, moving to the role of interim 
field operations supervisor, and 
finally to her current position. She 
joins a group of 77 other individuals 
named Homecoming Dedicatees, 
a tradition that began in 1939 and 
honors a faculty or staff member 
who has been with the university 
for at least 10 years and demon-
strates exceptional service to the 
university and its students. The 
honoree is celebrated at a special 
banquet, rides in the parade, and 
receives special recognition at the 
football game. “This feels absolutely 
amazing,” Manor said. “I’ve worked 
at the university for quite a few 
years, but did not see this coming. 
It’s just such a nice surprise 
and honor.”

Lucy (Meloy) Walkup
MEd Secondary Education, ’58

Walkup, widow of former NAU 
President J. Lawrence Walkup, died 
January 15, 2018, at the age of 101. 
She came to Flagstaff in 1948 and 
began serving as the campus “First 
Lady” when her husband, Lawrence 
Walkup, became NAU president in 
1957. She filled the role for 22 years, 
developing deep relationships with 
students, faculty, and staff alike.

Her involvement with NAU and the 
Flagstaff community continued after 

her husband’s time in office, and she 
stayed in touch with many former 
students and faculty members. 
A tireless volunteer, she donated 
her time to the American Cancer 
Society, the Symphony Guild, the 
NAU Faculty Wives Club, and, most 
recently, as an elementary school 
aide, where she helped second- and 
third-grade students with their 
reading skills until “retiring” at 98.

NAU President Rita Cheng 
remarked, “Together, the Walkups 
worked tirelessly to ensure that NAU 
had better facilities and an open door 
to more students. They set a standard  
of direct campus involvement that 
has inspired every NAU president 
that followed them and a devotion 
to students that Tom and I share 
today. Her entire life was dedicated 
to community service benefiting 
NAU and the Flagstaff community.” 
Walkup is survived by her daughter, 
Susan, who lives in Flagstaff.
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YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

A homecoming highlight
Four Taylor Hall roommates from 1961—Toni 
(Bihlmeier) Lloyd, Janet (McDonald) Kauzlaric, Carol 
Lindsay, and Dixie (Rogers) Estes—pose with NAU 
President Rita Cheng during last fall’s homecoming 
celebration. Homecoming 2017 was the first time all 
four of these Gamma Phi Beta suitemates have been 
at homecoming together in over 50 years.

Where we are
Current  
chapters

• Flagstaff

• Phoenix

• Portland

• Prescott

• Tuba City

• Washington, DC

• Yuma 

Upcoming 
chapters

• Dallas

• Denver

• San Diego

What you can do 
From networking events to casual 
gatherings, our alumni chapters have 
something for every NAU graduate. 
Below are a few examples of what you 
can do as a member:

• Volunteer in the community

• Mentor current NAU students

• Recruit future Lumberjacks

• Take part in family outings

• Attend sporting events

• Go to speaker series

How we help you
Did you know that as an NAU graduate, 
you’re automatically a lifetime member 
of the NAU Alumni Association? And 
that means a lifetime of amazing perks 
too, such as:

• Access to group health insurance 

• Discounts on home and auto insurance

• Career development workshops

• Organized group travel tours

• Reduced membership fees to the  
NAU Recreation Center

We’re the NAU Alumni Association—and we can help  
you connect with fellow Lumberjacks. We have local 
chapters in cities across the country, and we’re always 

looking to form new ones. So take a few minutes to  
learn more about us and all the benefits you get when 
you join a chapter.

’JACKS UNITE!

WE’RE SO SOCIAL
We’re not just active on 
social media—we’re awesome 
on social media. And you 
should follow us. That’s what 
the Council for Advancement 
and Support of Education 
(CASE) had to say recently, 
when it gave NAU the Silver 
Award in Best Use of Social 
Media/Technology for its 
alumni engagement efforts. 
Want to see for yourself? 
Follow us at @NAUAlumni 
on any platform.

WANTED: ALUMS 
WHO GO ABOVE 
AND BEYOND
Do you know an outstanding Lumberjack?  
The NAU Alumni Association is seeking nomina-
tions to  recognize exceptional alumni for their 
accomplishments and dedication to the univer-
sity. The categories range from career excellence 
to community service to promoting the spirit 
of NAU. Visit nau.edu/alumni/alumni-awards 
for details.

You can leave a lasting legacy
Our Heritage Society is composed of alumni 
and friends who have included NAU in their wills 
or estate plans. It’s a simple way to help future 
students while also honoring your legacy. Visit 
naugiving.org to learn more and to see how 
others have made a lasting impact with their 
generous support. 

We’re just a click away
For information on how you can stay connected 
and strengthen the Lumberjack spirit, visit  
nau.edu/alumni or contact the Office of  
Alumni Engagement at alumni@nau.edu.
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Stay connected
Refuel your love for NAU by following  
us on social media. 

Twitter: @NAUalumni  
Instagram: @NAUalumni 
Facebook: facebook.com/NAUalumni 
LinkedIn: Northern Arizona University 
Alumni Association 

Visit us online 
To learn more and to update your  
contact information, please go to  
nau.edu/alumni.

STRONG AS THE PINE TREES

Pine readers have been 
asking us for ways they 
can make a difference 
in the lives of current 
students—even if they’re 
only in a position to give 
$10, $25, or $50.”

“

GIFT BY GIFT, WE  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The response to the return of Pine was 
overwhelming—in the best way! It 
was wonderful proof that Lumberjack 
spirit is strong. Thanks for all your 
compliments and suggestions. 

Pine readers have been asking us 
for ways they can make a difference 
in the lives of current students—even 
if they’re only in a position to give  
$10, $25, or $50. Here’s one possibil-
ity I recently discovered: make a gift 
to LEAF, the Lumberjack Emergency 
Assistance Fund. Many students are  
just one financial emergency away 
from leaving the university. When  
you make a gift to LEAF, it is added  
to other alumni gifts, and together, 
these gifts create emergency loans  
of up to $500.

LEAF is proof that small individual 
gifts really do make a big collective 
impact—in this case, insuring that a 
student in crisis can continue at the 
university that made such a differ-
ence in all of our lives. Learning 
about LEAF really put in perspective 

for me how much NAU cares about 
students—and how we are truly ONE 
NAU. It shows that every gift to NAU 
matters, even if you can’t give as much 
as you’d like to right now. You can use 
the enclosed envelope to make your 
LEAF gift or visit nau.edu/give. 

As the president of the NAU Alumni 
Association, I urge you all to keep 
sending in your personal and career 
updates, celebrations, and successes 
for our Class Notes section, and 
watch for the online version of Class 
Notes, coming your way soon. Dallas, 
Denver, and San Diego alumni, look 
out—we’re launching alumni chapters 
in your cities. And here’s a Save 
the Date you’ll want to add to your 
calendar: homecoming is October 27, 
2018, in Flagstaff.

Finally, on behalf of NAU’s more 
than 162,000 alumni worldwide, I 
want to give a special welcome to the 
newest members of our Lumberjack 
Alumni Family who will be graduating 
this May. Congratulations to the Class 
of 2018—we hope you grow your 
connection to NAU and continue to 
contribute your talents as proud and 
engaged Lumberjack alumni. 

Go ’Jacks! 

Sincerely,

Marissa Graves, ’09 
President, NAU Alumni Association

Four women made up the first graduating class of the 
Northern Arizona Normal School (the precursor of NAU) 
in 1901. That’s a far cry from today, when thousands 

of students get their degrees each year from NAU’s 
campuses across the state. Let’s take a look back to see 
how students have celebrated the big day.

THEN & NOW

COMMENCEMENT

19421914

2017

1990s 2013

1914: No, that’s not 
a wedding photo. 
That’s the Class of 
1914 posing for a 
group picture in 
front of Old Main.

1942: The 
commencement 
procession makes 
its way out of 
Gammage Library. 
During World 
War II, enrollment 
plummeted—only 161 
students attended 
class in Flagstaff in 
1944–45.

1990s: NAU 
President Clara 
Lovett is front 
and center during 
commencement 
ceremonies at the 
Skydome. Lovett, 
who led NAU from 
1993 to 2001, was 
the first woman to 
hold the top post 
at one of the three 
state universities in 
Arizona.

2013: Streamers fill 
the air as students 
celebrate their 
graduation on 
the floor of the 
Skydome.

2017: A Native 
American graduate 
waves to the crowd 
during commence-
ment. NAU is among 
the nation’s leaders 
in awarding college 
degrees to Native 
Americans.
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