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THE VIEW FROM 7,000 FEET

A NEW PINE FOR 
THE NAU FAMILY

Each issue of Pine will 
look at the ways NAU  
can be there for you, 
along with campus news 
and updates on our 
alumni family.”

“

Talk to us
We want to hear what you think about 
the new Pine. Tell us what you like and 
what you would like to see in future 
issues. It's your magazine. 

Office of Alumni Engagement
alumni@nau.edu  
928-523-3757

At NAU, we believe the connections 
you make and the opportunities you 
find at college should continue long
after graduation. 

Which brings me to why you are 
now holding a copy of Pine magazine.  

Some of you may recall getting an 
alumni magazine from NAU before it 
went on hiatus about a decade ago. 
We have brought Pine back, with a 
renewed sense of purpose and a 
fresh design, as part of our effort to 
strengthen your ties to NAU. 

Why a print magazine in the digital 
age? Because we listened to you. Our 
alumni told us they like getting news 
in a variety of formats, including print. 
Each issue of Pine will look at the 
ways NAU can be there for you, along 
with campus news and updates on 
our alumni family. 

Our first issue has stories on NAU 
astronomers and planetary scien-
tists who are expanding our cosmic 
horizons, as well as a feature on 
alumnus Tommy Rivers Puzey and 

the lengths he went to on his path 
to become one of the top marathon 
runners in the world.

There are many reasons to be a 
proud NAU Lumberjack alumnus, and 
we hope to chronicle them in Pine. 
Our university’s reach and impact 
have grown dramatically—across the
state and throughout the universe.

Thanks in no small part to our 
alumni’s enthusiasm, more students 
than ever before are discovering 
the value of the NAU experience. 
All Lumberjacks treasure the same 
things: close ties to one another, 
mentoring from professors who 
love teaching as much as generat-
ing new knowledge, and a campus 
culture that makes the most of every 
student’s journey. 

Pine is just the start. You will be 
hearing more in coming months 
about the ways we are investing in 
new communications and program-
ming tailored to the NAU alumni 
family. It is all designed to make you 
and the rest of our 160,000 NAU 
alumni proud to be Lumberjacks 
for life.

Thank you for reading Pine. And 
thank you for choosing NAU as the 
place where you built your future. 

Sincerely,

Rita Cheng, PhD
President, Northern Arizona University  
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SPEAKING OF NAU ...

 “There is no place I would’ve 
rather gone to undergrad!”

Letters to the editor

We want to know what’s on your mind. Feel free to 
send us a letter about something you saw in Pine. 
Send us an email at alumni@nau.edu.

Join the conversation 
Follow the NAU Alumni Association: 

Twitter: @NAUalumni  
Instagram: @NAUalumni 
Facebook: facebook.com/NAUalumni 
LinkedIn: Northern Arizona University Alumni Association

Kristin Stankus

 “Wore my NAU tee tonight & 
two diff girls asked if I go there. 
Proud to be a @NAUAlumni.”
@Lahela1057

 “Taking it way back to my 
graduations. Congrats to all the  
@NAU @NAUAthletics graduates 
this weekend! Welcome to the  
@NAUAlumni family!”
@JoyGaeraths

 “I miss being there— 
one of the most 
beautiful college 
campuses anywhere!”
Lucia Vallely

 “Thanks, NAU! You made  
my dream possible at 60!”
Nancy Honegger Miller

“I that fresh pine smell!”

Karen Capuano
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BEST IN CLASS 2017
In April, 45 graduating seniors received NAU’s Gold Axe 
Award, a tradition dating back to 1933 that honors the 
university’s top students. The historic award recognizes 
students for their outstanding achievements and distin-
guished service to NAU and the greater community.

This year’s Gold Axe Award recipients range from 
a forestry major making inroads as a woman in a 

male-dominated field to an Air Force veteran and 
computer science major who advocated for fellow 
veterans on campus. 

But no matter their majors or backgrounds, they all 
personify the same thing: NAU’s commitment to academic 
excellence, leadership, and service. Here, we take a brief 
look at 10 of the winners.

Aeryana Earl

Major: Management

Hometown: Compton, 
CA

At NAU: Member of 
the track and field 
team; vice president 
of the Black Student 
Union Executive Board; 
Boys and Girls Club 
volunteer.

Kera Akiyama

Major: Exercise Science

Hometown: Hilo, HI

At NAU: Peer Jacks 
mentor; member of the 
HAPA Hawaiian Club, 
the Exercise Science 
Club, and the women’s 
club soccer team; 
Pulmonary Research 
Lab volunteer.

Brianna Hughes

Major: Psychological 
Studies

Hometown: Yuma, AZ

At NAU: Member of 
the Social Justice 
Committee and the 
Executive Board of the 
Black Student Union; 
interned with the 
Center for Indigenous 
Music and Culture.

Hamad Alshamlan

Major: Mechanical 
Engineering

Hometown: Kuwait 
City, Kuwait

At NAU: President  
of the Kuwait Club; 
designated student 
liaison between the 
Kuwaiti Embassy  
and NAU students;  
International  
Orientation volunteer.

Matthew Nielsen

Major: Computer 
Science

Hometown: Tucson, AZ

At NAU: President’s 
Prize recipient;  
peer leader with the 
Department of Veteran 
and Transfer Services; 
treasurer for Student 
Veterans of America; 
student senator.

Brittany Carr

Major: Mathematics 
and Secondary 
Education–Mathematics

Hometown: Prescott, AZ

At NAU: Calculus 
I teaching assis-
tant; Southwestern 
Undergraduate 
Mathematics Research 
Conference presenter; 
Honors Program 
volunteer.

Brianna Zgurich

Majors: Philosophy, 
Modern Languages 
(German)

Hometown: Peoria, AZ

At NAU: Distinguished 
Senior for the College 
of Arts and Letters; 
completed 193 units in 
four years; studied in 
Germany.

Barbara Arriaga 
Espinoza

Major: Anthropology

Hometown: Mesa, AZ

At NAU: Member of the 
Student Philanthropy 
Council, the United 
Diversity Council, and 
International House; 
teaching assistant; 
Murdoch Community 
Center volunteer.

Jose Parra

Majors: Chemistry, 
and Criminology and 
Criminal Justice

Hometown: Flagstaff, 
AZ

At NAU: Named 
Outstanding Teaching 
Assistant for Organic 
Chemistry; mental 
health technician at 
Flagstaff Medical 
Center; also involved in 
undergraduate research.

UNIVERSITY NEWS

Cheyenne Adamonis

Major: Forestry

Hometown: Peoria, AZ

At NAU: President’s 
Prize recipient; 
Distinguished Senior 
for the College of 
Engineering, Forestry, 
and Natural Sciences; 
president of the NAU 
Forestry Club.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

Center shines light on health care needs
With its many rural settings, high poverty 
rates, and low number of residents with 
access to health care, Arizona is home to 
significant health disparities. 

To address the issue, NAU established 
the Center for Health Equity Research in 
September 2016. The new center works 
with community members, local organi-
zations, health care providers, and NAU 
researchers to help minority, rural, and other 
underserved communities. 

The center’s founding director, Professor 
Julie Baldwin, has spent her career advo-
cating for health promotion programs for 
children, adolescents, and families—a 
background that meshes perfectly with the 
center’s mission.

“This is such a wonderful opportunity to 
serve others,” said Baldwin, who oversees 
a staff of nearly a dozen at the center. “I’ve 
been working in public health for over 27 

years, and to direct a center that is focused 
on these issues is a dream come true.”

The center’s main goal isn’t to provide 
hands-on health care, Baldwin said, but 
rather “to bring people together to talk 
about the issues and find solutions to the 
problems. We work at the intersection of the 
social, cultural, and economic factors that 
affect health.”

Baldwin, who is an enrolled member of 
the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, said the 
center plans to eventually work with tribal 
communities in several states. 

Closer to home, she said, the center 
and the university are poised to make a 
difference.

“We’re uniquely positioned at NAU  
to develop this center, and because we  
have such strong relationships with the  
 community, the timing is perfect,” she said. 

Learn more at cher.nau.edu.

At work for all
Although it has been 
open for only a year, the 
Center for Health Equity 
Research is already 
working on several 
projects, including:

• An assessment of 
health and well-being 
in northern Arizona to 
analyze data and build a 
“best practices” guide.

• A study of the effect 
of Arizona’s Health Start 
Program on maternal, 
neonatal, and child 
health outcomes. 

• A study on improving 
shared decision-making 
about cancer screening 
among American Indian 
women with intellectual 
disabilities.

ADDRESSING DISPARITIES 
AMONG AT-RISK ARIZONANS
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From a recently opened 
recreation and athletic facility  
to a recital hall coming in  
2018, NAU is serving students’ 
needs with several new buildings. 
Below are some highlights.

POPPING UP ON CAMPUS

Thanks in part to lead donors Mike and Karen 
Kitt, NAU has started a $15 million recital hall 
renovation project. The new facility will include 
a 250-seat recital hall and rehearsal space.

The Science and Health building features  
18 research labs, eight instructional labs, five  
classrooms, and three lecture halls. It is the  
14th LEED-certified building on campus.

The new Aquatic and Tennis Complex is a  
world-class facility for everyone, from Olympic 
athletes to students looking for a study break. 
The 120,000-square-foot facility is more than 
twice the size of the former aquatic center.

 2X
SPACE

250
SEATS

 hall
 include

18 research research labs, eight instructional labs, five
classrooms,classrooms, and three lecture halls. It is the
14th LEED-certified LEED-certified building on campus.

14th
 LEED-CERTIFIED BUILDING
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There is a growing movement today 
among tribal nations to strengthen  
the economic, educational, and polit-
ical structures in their communities. 
And NAU’s Tribal Leadership Initiative 
is ready to make that happen.

An outgrowth of the university’s 
Department of Applied Indigenous 
Studies, the initiative trains and  
supports current and future Indigenous 
leaders. It works to protect and 
enhance sovereignty by developing 
the next generation of tribal leaders—
all to lay the foundation for Indigenous 
nations to transform and flourish.

The initiative offers an 18-credit 
graduate certificate program, as well as 
non-credit executive education courses. 
In the summer it will offer a youth 
leadership program for high school 
students and plans to offer fellowships 
to current and aspiring tribal leaders.

These programs come at a critical 
time for Indigenous people, who 
face the highest rates of poverty and 
disempowerment among all races 
worldwide. The statistics in the United 
States alone are staggering:

• Nearly 30 percent of people who 
identify as American Indian or Alaska 

Native as their only race live below 
the poverty line.

• Forty percent of Native  
Americans living on reservations  
are in substandard housing.

• And only 51 percent of Native 
Americans in the Class of 2010 
graduated from high school.

Chad Hamill, vice president of 
Native American Initiatives at  
NAU, said the Tribal Leadership 
Initiative can play a vital role in 
helping tribal nations overcome 
those challenges.

“The initiative will be an   
invaluable resource for nations that 
are  reshaping their governments 
and building their economies,” said 
Hamill, who is from the Spokane tribe 
in Washington. And, just as  important, 
the program will help strengthen 
NAU’s ties with tribal leaders.

“We recently held an executive 
education session for leaders of 
Native nations within the U.S. and 
Canada,” Hamill said. “It provided a 
rare opportunity for them to hit the 
pause button and reflect, dream, and 
strategize.” 

Learn more at nau.edu/tli.

INITIATIVE BUILDS 
TRIBAL LEADERS

UNIVERSITY NEWS

President Cheng  
wins diversity award
Since President Rita Cheng’s  
arrival in August 2014, the NAU 
minority student population has 
risen at campuses throughout the 
state. This spring, Cheng received 
the Advocate for Educational 
Diversity Award from the Victoria 
Foundation for her sup port of  
Latino and Hispanic students.

“This award is truly an honor,” 
Cheng said during the April 28 
awards banquet. “While I am 
humbled and grateful that my name 
is associated with this award, this 
really is a recognition for Northern 
Arizona University. The work of 
our faculty and staff surpasses 
expectations as they promote 
diversity throughout our campus 
communities.”

Study abroad program 
earns prestigious honor
NAU’s Interdisciplinary Global 
Programs received a 2017 Andrew 
Heiskell Award for Innovation in 
International Education. Given out 
by the Institute of International 
Education, the award recognizes 
universities for their commitment  
to global education. 

The Interdisciplinary Global 
Programs, which launched in 2011, 
is a five-year, double-major degree 
program for students studying 
engineering, business, or interna-
tional affairs.

Students spend a year abroad  
and graduate with degrees in their 
chosen major, plus a degree in  
either a language or cultural studies.

$1 million gift for  
student teachers
The co-founder of a Bay Area global 
investment firm is donating $1 million 
to NAU’s College of Education.

George Roberts, who is the 
co-chair and co-CEO of Kohlberg 
Kravis Roberts, will donate $1 million 
to provide $5,000 scholarships 
to support students during their 
student teaching semester. He is 
establishing the fund in honor of 
William A. Franke, co-founder and 
managing partner of Indigo Partners, 
for whom the W. A. Franke College 
of Business at NAU is named.

The scholarships will be available  
to first-generation students from 
traditionally underrepresented 
groups.

Learn more at nau.edu/coe.

Students spend time together at the Native American Cultural Center, which 
serves as a hub for Native American activities on campus.
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#Super@Social
For the second year in a row, 
NAU was ranked the best 
school in the nation for social 
media engagement, according 
to a study by Rival IQ and 
Up&Up that looked at more 
than 300 Division I schools. 
NAU ranked at the top for engagement on Twitter and 
Instagram, and was sixth on  Facebook—for an overall  
No. 1 ranking. “Our social media presence is an extension 
of Lumberjack life,” said Maria  DeCabooter, social media 
strategist at NAU. See for yourself ... Twitter: @NAU • 
Instagram: @nauflagstaff • Facebook: facebook.com/
NAUFlagstaff. 

The No. 3 college town in America
The American Institute for Economic Research named 
Flagstaff the best college town in Arizona and third best in 
the nation. The rankings were based on various factors, from 
demographics to economics to quality of life.

A Top 10 business school for vets
NAU’s W. A. Franke College of Business came in at No. 10 
in the 2016 Best for Vets: Business Schools rankings by 
the Military Times. It was the third straight year that the 
 university has made the Top 10.

Rankings

THEY MAKE 
NAU PROUD
Every year, the NAU Alumni Association honors a  
handful of distinguished graduates. This year’s alumni
award winners, who will be recognized during the 
October 27–28 Homecoming Weekend, are:

B. Todd Whitney
BS Interdisciplinary Studies, ’15

Whitney will receive the Excellence 
in Achievement by a Recent 
Graduate Award. A Marine Corps 
veteran, he is the director of 
the Emergency Management 
Department for Coconino County.

Keven Ann Willey
BS Journalism, ’80

Willey is the Dwight Patterson 
Alumnus/Alumna of the Year 
Award recipient. Vice president at 
the Dallas Morning News, she and 
her team won the 2010 Pulitzer 
Prize for editorial writing. She has 
appeared on TV and radio stations 
nationwide.

Tim Kinney
BS Civil Engineering   
Technology, ’82

Kinney will receive the Cliff Harkins  
Distinguished Citizen of the Year 
Award. He is president and CEO  
of Kinney Construction Services 
and is a member of numerous 
foundations and advocacy groups.

Mike Beatty
BS Anthropology, ’77

Beatty is the Jeff Ferris Volunteer 
of the Year Award recipient. He 
is the owner and CEO of Prescott 
Investor Services and has served on 
the NAU Foundation Board. He is 
a member of the True Blue Society 
and sits on numerous community 
boards in Arizona.

Col. Rebecca Seeger
BS Mathematics, ’80  
BS Photography, ’13

Seeger will receive the Joe and 
Marie Rolle Spirit of NAU Award. A 
former NAU basketball player, she 
served for 30 years in the Air Force 
and now works to help homeless 
and at-risk military veterans.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 
Blue and Gold Reunion | Multiple Activities 
Downtown Pep Rally | Heritage Square | 5 p.m. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 
Café Au Louie—Alumni Breakfast | 1899 Bar & Grill | 9–11 a.m. 
Parade | Campus Perimeter | 11 a.m.
Tailgate | Skydome Parking Lot | 1 p.m.
Football—NAU vs. Sacramento State | Skydome | 4 p.m.  

For more information, visit nau.edu/homecoming.

2017

H O M E  I S  W H E R E  T H E  L U M B E R J A C K S  A R E .

JOIN YOUR LUMBERJACK 
ALUMNI FAMILY! 

GOLD OUT
WEAR NAU GEAR

.
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BLUE & 
GOLD &
RED ALL 
OVER
Meet three NAU professors who  
are driving astronomy and planetary 
science to new heights. Plus, see why 
Flagstaff is such a hot spot for scientists 
and stargazers.
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NAU serves as a mini-command 
station for the Mars Science 
Laboratory Curiosity Rover, which has 
been roaming the planet since 2012. 
Image by NASA/JPL-Caltech/MSSS.
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THE ROVER 
CONTROLLER

Most people think of Mars as a barren
landscape of sand, rocks, and craters. 
Christopher Edwards, however, sees 
it as fertile ground for discovery.

And as the leader of NAU’s new 
Mars Rover Operations and Analysis 
Laboratory, Edwards is driving that 
exploration forward—literally.

Opened in April 2017, the lab serves 
as a mini–command post for the Mars 
Science Laboratory Curiosity Rover. 
It lets Edwards, his students, and NAU 
researchers work with other scientists, 
including engineers and operators at 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, to 
plan the rover’s activities and guide it 
across the Red Planet. 

Looking back in time

The lab is part of a high-tech dance
that involves conference calls, sophis-
ticated software, and millions of miles 
of space—plus plenty of precaution. 

“Part of my job is to make sure 
the rover is safe and doesn’t get
damaged,” Edwards said. “You don’t 

want to be the person who loses the 
Curiosity Rover.”

Edwards stressed that the lab is 
more than just a place to operate 
the 2,000-pound rover. It’s also a 
research space, where he and NAU 
students use Curiosity and orbiter 
data to study everything from the 
ancient climate of Mars to the dust 
that covers Phobos, one of the planet’s 
two moons.

With a PhD in geological sciences, 
Edwards studies rock formations 
and planet surfaces to better under-
stand our early solar system. On 
Earth, where winds and water can 
lead to massive erosion, most rocks 
are younger than 1 billion years 

old. But on Mars, most of the rock 
record dates back more than 3.5 
billion years.

“That means we can use Mars to 
explore this time frame in our solar 
system that’s been largely erased on 
Earth,” Edwards said. 

A spectacular view

Edwards, who is a participating
scientist on NASA’s Curiosity mission, 
has been studying Mars for almost 
20 years. And now, thanks to a pair 
of “mixed reality” goggles in the 
lab, he has a new research tool at 
his disposal.

“The goggles help give you a 
sense of scale,” he said. “You may 
see something in an image on your 
monitor and think, ‘That rock is huge.’ 
But when you put on the goggles you 
realize it’s really the size of your fist.”

And what did he think the first time 
he peered through the lenses? “It 
actually reminds me of standing in the 
deserts in Arizona and Utah,” he said.

Christopher Edwards, PhD • Assistant Professor of Planetary Science 
Director of NAU’s Mars Rover Operations and Analysis Laboratory

Christopher Edwards (left), cuts  
the ribbon on NAU’s new Mars lab.  
With him are Stephen Tegler, chair 
of the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, and Rita Cheng, president 
of the university.

“Part of my job is to make 
sure the rover is safe and 
doesn’t get damaged. 
You don’t want to be the 
person who loses the 
Curiosity Rover.”
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THE MARS  
MAESTRO

Large meteorites, like the ones that
created the enormous impact craters 
on Mars billions of years ago, can rip 
a hole in a planet’s surface more than 
a thousand miles wide and several 
miles deep. Even small meteor-
ites pack a big punch, capable of 
releasing more energy than a dozen 
hydrogen bombs.

But those collisions also leave 
behind a treasure trove of informa-
tion, said Nadine Barlow, a professor 
of planetary science and one of the 
leading Mars scholars in the world.

“Nature’s drills”

Typically, Barlow said, you find a 
planet’s oldest rock layers deep 
underground, with younger layers 
resting on top. In the case of an 
impact crater, however, the crashing 
meteorite unleashes so much energy 
that the layers are inverted and the 
oldest rocks come to the surface.

“I like to refer to impact craters 
as nature’s drills,” Barlow said. “We 

don’t have to spend a lot of money or 
send a drill to Mars to get beneath the 
surface. Nature has done it for us.”

From studying impact craters and 
other evidence on Mars, researchers 
have found that the Red Planet at one 
time was actually very Earth-like.

“That gives rise to the question  
that drives a lot of my research,” 
Barlow said. “How did Mars transition 
from this warm period early on,  
when it may have had a lot of liquid 
water on the surface, to present-
day conditions, which are very dry 
and cold? 

“Knowing what happened to 
Mars could help us know whether 
something similar could happen to 

Earth and, if so, whether we could 
prevent it.”

The search for life

On Mars, researchers are studying
the craters to find potential sources 
of water—a key component of any 
manned mission. “We’d like to know 
where the water could be so we don’t 
have to bring it with us from Earth,” 
Barlow said. “And we can use craters 
to estimate how deeply the water 
reservoirs are buried.”

Although space entrepreneurs are 
eyeing a mission to Mars within the 
next decade, Barlow believes humans 
won’t set foot on the Red Planet until 
the 2040s or ’50s. And she would love 
to see what those first explorers find.

“That would be one of the most 
exciting things I’ve experienced in my 
life, and probably all of humanity would 
agree, if we do find that life existed on 
Mars,” Barlow said. “But having studied 
the planet for more than 30 years, I’m 
not going to hold my breath.”

Nadine Barlow, PhD • Professor of Planetary Science 
Director of the NAU/NASA Space Grant Program

 “Knowing what happened 
to Mars could help us 
know whether something 
similar could happen to 
Earth and, if so, whether 
we could prevent it.”
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While some astronomers study 
black holes and quasars and other 
“out-there” topics, David Trilling 
prefers to focus his gaze on objects 
much closer to home: near-Earth 
asteroids.

“You can study anything you want 
in the universe,” he said, “but the 
first thing you see when you step 
outside our cosmic doorstep is a 
near-Earth asteroid.”

Trilling’s interest in these asteroids is  
twofold. First, he hopes to learn more 
about how our solar system formed 
and evolved. Second, he wants to 
find out which ones are most likely to 
wreak havoc if they crash into Earth. 

“We want to know where they are, 
what they’re made out of, and how 
big they are so we know what the 
risk is of being impacted,” he said.

Leftover planet parts

Located between Mars and Jupiter,
the main asteroid belt in our solar 
system is a rocky remnant from 
when the planets started to form 4.5 
billion years ago. For the most part, 
these asteroids stay where they are.

But every now and then, Trilling 
said, “some small fraction of them 
get their orbits dislodged and they 
make their way toward Earth.”

Loosely defined, near-Earth aster-
oids are any asteroids that come 

within about 250,000 miles of Earth. 
Trilling is quick to point out that 
the earth is bombarded with small 
asteroids all the time; they burn 
up in the atmosphere and become 
shooting stars. Bigger asteroids, 
however, can be a problem.

Also problematic? Measuring an 
asteroid in space.

A student solution

Astronomers can use infrared thermal  
cameras to size up an asteroid: the 
more heat coming off the rock, the
bigger it is. But the current cameras 
are expensive and hard to maintain.

So Trilling and two colleagues 
decided to see if they could come 
up with an inexpensive, student-built 
alternative. After a short discussion, 
they handed off the idea to a group 
of seven NAU students. Within a few 
months, the students came through.

Their Thermal Infrared Planetary 
Science Imager (TIPSI) was 
unveiled in May at the Barry Lutz 
Telescope at NAU. It was made 
possible through alumni donors 
Robert Mueller (BS Geology, ’80) 
and Jim Skelding (BS Physics, ’93).

Weighing only a few ounces, the 
camera uses new technology and 
cost just $15,000 to build—20 to 50 
times less than the older infrared 
cameras.

THE ASTEROID 
TRACKER

THE SKY 
SANCTUARY

David Trilling, PhD 
Associate Professor of Physics and Astronomy

Professor Stephen Tegler has a quick 
explanation for why NAU is such a 
hot spot for astronomy: “Location, 
location, location.”

“We’re almost 7,000 feet above sea 
level, with dry air and dark skies,” 
said Tegler, chair of the university’s 
Department of Physics and Astronomy. 
“It’s the perfect environment.”

For more than a century, Flagstaff 
has been a haven for scientists and 
stargazers. East Coast businessman 
and astronomer Percival Lowell came 
to northern Arizona in 1894 for its dark 
skies to create the Lowell Observatory. 
Others followed over the years, and 
Flagstaff soon developed a reputation 
as the place to be for astronomy.

Today, NAU has a partnership with 
the Lowell Observatory, and university 
scientists routinely use the facili-
ty’s $53 million Discovery Channel 
Telescope. As one of three state 
universities, NAU also has access to 
research-grade telescopes across 
Arizona. And if that weren’t enough, 
NAU has arrangements with several 
state-of-the-art telescopes around 
the world. 

NAU has invested heavily in recent 
years to expand its already stellar 
reputation for astronomy, Tegler said.

The university has added six new 
astronomers and planetary scientists 
in the past two years, and Tegler’s 
department started a five-year PhD 
program in 2016. The plan is to add 
five doctoral students each fall, with a 
goal of 25 students in the program at 
any given time. 

For Tegler, who ends his five-year 
tenure as department chair on 
January 1, being around so much 
brainpower is inspiring.

“To be in an environment with so 
many talented people who are all 
exploring and exchanging ideas is 
incredible,” he said. “It’s really been 
an amazing ride for me.” 

Learn more at physics.nau.edu. 

Flagstaff, AZ • The first 
International Dark Sky City

12 The Alumni Magazine of Northern Arizona University  Fall 2017

C1_C2_01-24_C3_C4_NAU_Pine_Fall2017.indd   12 10/5/17   8:17 AM



531
Students enrolled on  
campus in fall 2016

25
Undergraduate programs offered

6
Graduate programs offered

32
Full-time faculty members

3,800+
NAU alumni in Yuma County

CAMPUS PROFILE

Fast facts
• The Yuma campus has the only 
social work program in the country 
that focuses on U.S./Mexico border 
issues and populations.

• The campus is designated a 
Hispanic-Serving Institution by the 
U.S. Department of Education.

• NAU–Yuma offers a Master of Global 
Business Administration degree with 
a border focus that is approved by the 
Western Regional Graduate Program. 
This allows students who are residents 
of 15 western states to pay Arizona 
resident tuition.

NAU has 22 locations throughout Arizona and  
offers more than 100 degree options online—putting 
the university everywhere you want to learn. Here, 
we take a quick look at the NAU–Yuma campus, 
which opened in 1988 and now has more than 500 
students. Visit yuma.nau.edu for more information.

By the numbers

YUMA

The NAU–Yuma branch campus (shown 
here) serves the needs of Lumberjacks 
in southeast Arizona.
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RUN

RUN

R I V E R S
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Tommy Rivers Puzey (PhD Physical 
Therapy, ’17) became a professional 
athlete because he needed a  
stable career.

Sure, it sounds crazy. Who looks 
around for stability and lands on 
a career that could be over in the 
amount of time it takes to sprain an 
ankle or snap a tendon?

The simple answer: an endurance 
athlete who had been working as  
an anthropologist in Latin America 
living among drug lords, cartels,  
and corrupt governments, and 
whose wife was pregnant with their
second child.

It turns out running fast enough 
to win prize money is less stressful 
than dealing with the chaos of life in a 
foreign land—all with a child in tow.

Eight years later he’s a writer, 
coach, and professional endurance 
athlete who in May graduated with 
a doctorate in physical therapy. On 
April 17, he crossed the finish line  
of the Boston Marathon in 16th place, 
logging the fastest time of his life 
(so far).

Coming to Flagstaff

Although they didn’t have to flee any 
of the countries they lived in, things 
got dicey enough during several 
months in Brazil that Puzey and his 
wife, Stephanie Catudal, decided to 
return to the United States. 

They chose Flagstaff to become 
part of the elite running commu-
nity that lives and trains in northern 
Arizona. But soon after, a broken 

leg sidelined Puzey for over a year. 
With bills coming in (and Stephanie 
pregnant) both took restaurant jobs.

“We had four academic degrees 
between the two of us and we were
both serving tables,” he said.

Puzey also realized he couldn’t 
run forever and he needed a way 
to support his family. He enrolled in 
NAU’s physical therapy program, 
figuring it would mix well with his own 
injury experiences as an athlete. 

Before long he was going to school 
full time, working, and trying to stay in 
shape. To maximize the little training 
time he had, he would run the 24 
miles round-trip between his home 
and NAU, carting books and a laptop 
in his backpack and sometimes 
reading note cards or listening to 
lectures on his smartphone.

Becoming Boston Strong

Puzey has qualified for the Boston 
Marathon a number of times—so 
many, in fact, that he wasn’t sure which 
of his recent top finishes got him the 
coveted Boston race bib. It could 
have been the Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon 
in Phoenix in January (he came in 
first, with a time of 2:19:57) or the 
Mesa-Phoenix Marathon in February 
(second place, 2:18:25).

This year, however, was the first 
time he ran the storied marathon in 
Massachusetts, and he clocked a 
personal best 2:18:20.

Puzey plans to be a professional 
runner as long as his body holds out. 
He and Catudal agreed that when 

one was in school the other would 
do the lion’s share of the household 
tasks, which he took on while Catudal 
was in graduate school in Central 
America, and she took on while he 
was in his doctoral program. 

With his studies complete, Puzey 
and his wife will share parenting while 
they both pursue their careers. Her 
first goal? To complete a memoir 
about the family’s adventures.

Words of advice

While he cares about results, Puzey 
tends to be more process-focused.

“It’s all about slow, gradual, consis-
tent progression,” he said. “People 
think going out and punishing yourself 
in a single session is going to provide 
fitness improvements, but your body 
doesn’t work that way. Stop thinking  
in terms of hours and days, and 
instead think in weeks or months 
or years.”

His Instagram account (@tommy_
rivs) is also full of advice. One piece 
that pops up often, accompanying 
pictures of him in beautiful vistas, is 
simple: Run all the miles, so you can 
eat all the food.  

MAN

THE (MEGA)

MARATHON 
How does an elite athlete  
mix training and studying? 
This alumnus did it by running 24 miles round-trip to class each day.

Don’t try this at home
Here’s what Puzey’s days looked like 
while he was earning a doctorate in 
physical therapy. 

2 a.m. Wake up, eat, study, and  
pack for the day.

6 a.m. Leave home and start the  
12-mile run to the Flagstaff campus.

7:30 a.m. Arrive at school, shower, 
and head to class.

8 a.m.–4 p.m. Take classes.

5 p.m. Start running home.

6:30 p.m. Get home, eat dinner, and 
spend time with the family.

7:30 p.m. Put daughters to bed.

8–10 p.m. Hang out with wife.

10 p.m. Sleep hard—very hard.

Share your stories
Do you know alumni who are  
doing amazing things? Let us  
know so we can tell their stories. 
Contact the Office of Alumni 
Engagement at alumni@nau.edu.
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A banner year
These eight teams won conference 
championships in 2016–17 to help NAU 
sweep the Big Sky Men’s and Women’s 
All-Sports Trophies for the second time 
in four years: 

Big shoes to fill
Eric Heins put together an impressive 
streak as head coach of NAU’s men’s 
and women’s cross country and track 
and field teams. Some highlights:

28 Big Sky  
Conference  
championships

27 Big Sky Coach  
of the Year honors

14 Cross Country 
All-Americans

4 Runners who competed 
in the Olympics

AN AMAZING RUN
The NAU men’s cross country
team won the 2016 NCAA National 
Championship last November—the 
university’s first team title in any sport. 

Four Lumberjack runners turned in 
NCAA All-American performances at 
the 10K race in Terre Haute, Indiana: 
Futsum Zienasellassie (fourth-place 
overall), Matt Baxter (11th), Tyler 
Day (23rd), and Andy Trouard (37th). 
Cory Glines was the all-important
fifth finisher, coming in 84th despite 
stumbling early in the race.

The championship came in Eric 
Heins’s final meet as head coach—
making the victory even sweeter.

Heins, who led NAU to unprece-
dented success during his 10 years  
in Flagstaff, stepped down after the 

season to move with his family to 
Texas, where his wife, Kaci, accepted 
a job as education supervisor at the 
Space Center Houston.

“I’m kind of numb right now,” Heins 
said after the team won the national 
title. “It’s an unbelievable feeling. 
I’m so proud of these men putting it 
together and racing like this.”

New coach Michael Smith, 2017 
Big Sky Indoor Men’s and Women’s 
Coach of the Year, will have several 
key members of the team back for 
the 2017 season. Given the program’s 
recent history, there’s a good 
chance the Lumberjacks will be in 
the running for another title at the 
November 18 NCAA championship 
in Louisville.

Cross country team wins NCAA title

• men’s cross country 
• women’s cross country 
• men’s indoor track and field 
• women’s indoor track and field 

• swimming and diving 
• men’s tennis 
• women’s tennis 
• women’s outdoor track and field

LUMBERJACK CENTRAL
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Two-time CoSIDA  
Academic All-American 
Rene Coggins has three 
majors—and a 4.0 GPA.

NAU student-athletes do more than 
compete for medals and trophies; 
they also serve as mentors and 
role models for local school-
children through the Lumberjacks 
C.A.R.E. program.

Since 2014, NAU Athletics has 
been working with the Flagstaff 
Unified School District (FUSD) 
and Fit Kids of Arizona to put 
student-athletes into schools and 
bring area children to campus. 

“We are so proud of the 
partnership and the C.A.R.E. 
program,” Athletics Director Lisa 
Campos said. “NAU student-
athletes seek to ‘inspire northern 
Arizona,’ and they are doing 
exactly that through this initiative.”

Throughout the school year,  
NAU student-athletes and 
members of the university’s cheer 
and dance squads—with some 
help from Louie the Lumberjack—
hold assemblies at schools to 
speak about the four core areas 
of C.A.R.E.: character, academ-
ics, responsibility, and exercise. 
Last year alone, nearly 9,000 
local school children took part in 
the program.

The program invites  elementary 
students to NAU as well—and 
offers free tickets to designated 
home events for FUSD and Fit Kids 
students.

The children, however, aren’t 
the only ones who benefit. The 
program is also a big winner for 
NAU’s student-athletes.

“When I was young, I looked up to 
collegiate athletes because I wanted 
to be one,” said Catelyn Preston, a 
forward on the women’s basketball 
team who graduated in May 2017. 
“Being able to step in front of kids 
and speak about the sport that I love 
and the opportunity I have means a 
lot to me. It’s nice to give back.”

To learn more, visit nau.edu/
CAREprogram.

For NAU student Rene Coggins, 
balancing three majors in the Honors 
College and being a Division I 
basketball player is just part of her 
daily routine.

Coggins balanced those academic 
and athletic demands so well that in 
March she became the first two-time 
College Sports Information Directors 
of America (CoSIDA) Academic 
All-American in NAU women’s 
basketball history. 

“It brought me to tears, legitimately, 
each time I heard it,” Coggins said 
of hearing she was named to the 
Academic All-American second 
team in 2017 after earning third 
team honors a year ago. “It’s so, so 
humbling because it reinforces the 
idea that I can be great in the class-
room and on the court.”

Out of more than 4,000 student 
athletes in NCAA Division I 

basketball, only 30 (15 women  
and 15 men) were honored as 
CoSIDA Academic All-Americans. 
Of this year’s women, Coggins 
is one of four to carry at least a 
4.0 GPA—and is the only one to 
have a triple major (accounting,
finance, and hotel and restaurant 
management).

Coggins, who served as team 
captain for four years, scored more 
than 1,000 points in her career. And 
although she exhausted her athletic 
eligibility, she’s back at NAU this year 
to finish school and plans to graduate 
in May 2018.

She hopes to play professional 
basketball after college. And after that?

“I would love to retire early  
and own my own boutique hotel,” she 
said. “I just love making people happy 
and you get to experience that in a 
setting where you know each guest.”

THE PURSUIT  
OF PERFECTION

ATHLETES 
SHOW HOW 
MUCH THEY 
C.A.R.E. 
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CLASS NOTES

A REUNION OF LIFELONG FRIENDS

Karen Malis-Clark
BS Education, ’77

Malis-Clark writes: “This story starts  
with several guys who lived in Taylor Hall 
in the 1970s, and got to be good friends. 
They enjoyed the college life that NAU 
offered: hiking and camping trips; dorm 
parties; and late-night munchie runs 
while studying. 

“They all graduated from NAU and  
40 years later are still good friends.  
They were at or in each other’s 
weddings, stayed in touch while raising 
families, and got together for camping 
and hiking trips. Now they attend their 
kids’ weddings and compare notes  
on retirement. 

“This group of Taylor Hall friends and 
wives got together in April for a reunion. 
We spent three days together at Jeff  
and Connie Becker’s Pine Line Ranch 
south of Elgin, Arizona, after traveling 
from Arizona, California, Colorado,  
Ohio, Oregon, and Utah. We had a 
grand time visiting, eating, and drinking 
together. We hope to get everyone 
together again—this time in Flagstaff.”

Front row, left to right: Laura (married to Martin Bolas); Jeff Roach, ’76; Karen 
Malis-Clark, ’77; Connie Becker, ’77; Cathy (sweetheart of John Mitchell). 
Middle row: Martin Bolas, ’76 and MBA, ’78; Connie Nink, ’76; Nancy Galas, 
’92; Shannon Clark, ’78; Jeff Becker, ’78; John Mitchell, ’75. Top row: Carl 
Nink, ’75; Kerrie Roach; Joanne Galas, ’75; Roman Galas, ’75; Rick Francis, ’77; 
Steven Galas, MEd ’96.
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Tom Herbert
BS Arts, ’64; MA Arts, ’70

Herbert has been 
honored by, and  
is now a member  
of, the National 
Watercolor Society. 
He has won 
numerous awards  

in his career, and this latest honor  
puts him in a select group of artists.

Dennis Murray
BS Education, ’68

Murray is celebrating 10 years as  
owner of Code 4 Educational 
Consulting in Southern California. His 
business specializes in school safety, 
governance, and administration.

Caroline Miller
MA Arts and Sciences, ’71

Miller sold two short stories recently. 
“Gustav Pavel,” a magical realism 
piece adapted from Henry James’s 
“The Jolly Corner,” appears in an 
e-pub version on the website Fixional. 
“Secrets,” a traditional story about a 
woman returning to England to tell 
her former lover that he has a son, 
was accepted by Adelaide Literary 
Magazine, Issue No. 9.

Janice (Briley) McRoberts
BS Education, ’75

She is living in Hawaii with her 
husband of 46 years, Daniel.

Sandra Rogers
BS Zoology, ’89

Rogers has been a veterinarian for 
26 years after graduating from NAU 
and then Colorado State University in 
1991. “I am very grateful to Professor 
Ted Goslow for his  enthusiasm and 
guidance while I was at NAU,” she 
said. She also is involved with the 
Empty Bowls of Prescott project, 
which helps feed the hungry.

Tim Barmettler
BS English Education, ’91

Barmettler has  
been teaching at 
Highland High School 
in Gilbert, Arizona, 
since 1997, and 
he’s been an ELL 
 instructor for more 

than a decade. His wife, Barb, is an  
art teacher at the same school, and 
their two children—Will, 16, and Ally, 
14—go there as well. A lifelong soccer 
player, Barmettler has been involved 
with the sport since he left NAU, 
coaching at the youth, high school, 
college, and semi-pro levels. He 
started the men’s and women’s soccer 
programs this year at Benedictine 

University–Mesa, and he is the head 
coach of both teams. “It’s a pretty 
crazy schedule,” he said, “but it’s 
exciting to work with college students 
again.” Barmettler has also written a 
children’s book, The Contagious  
Yawn, and in his (very little) spare 
time, he plays drums in a band called 
Poor Barbie. And why that name? 
“Because my poor wife has to listen  
to us practice.”

Christi (Wagner) Barth
BMus Arts, ’91

Barth became a USA Today best- 
selling author with her hockey 
romance novel, Check My Heart. Her 
latest book, Bad for Her, is the first  
in her new series, Bad Boys Gone 
Good. It will be released in October.

Daniel Smithiger
BMEd (Music Education), ’95

Smithiger and other NAU alumni 
presented Professor Steven Hemphill, 
director of the university’s  percussion 
studies program, with a plaque 
and video tribute after the Spring 
Percussion Ensemble Concert. “It 
started with a 4-minute video tribute 
as 25–30 of us gathered on stage,” 
Smithiger said. “It simply was a thank 
you to a teacher who has developed 
an outstanding studio at NAU.”

Debbie Nez-Manuel
BS Social & Behavioral Sciences, ’01

Nez-Manuel  
received  
the Governor’s 
Volunteer Service 
Award, considered 
the highest 
honor given for 

volunteerism in the state. She is 
the executive director of Morning 
Star Leaders and won her award 
in the Service to Others category. 
Morning Star Leaders is a 501(c)(3) 
organization that works to empower, 
educate, and support Native 
American youth through educational, 
cultural, and social development 
opportunities.

Victoria Gonzales
MEd Education, ’03

A first-grade teacher at Starlight  
Park Elementary in Phoenix, Gonzales 
was named the 2016 Arizona English 
Language Learner Teacher of the Year. 
“Seeing a child grow from  struggling 
with fundamental phonics to loving 
reading is my most rewarding 
moment,” she said. “I believe as an 
educator I must cultivate a classroom 
environment that encourages students 
to take chances, think independently, 
and respect other individuals.”

David Williams
BS Finance, ’09

Williams writes: “My wife, Valerie 
(Johnson, ’08), and I have had a 
crazy 2017. We decided to pack up 
and move from Phoenix to Prescott, 
where Valerie now works as an 
occupational therapist for Prescott 
Unified School District. I joined  
the family business, Freedom Point 
Financial Services, and am working  
as a certified financial planner 
alongside my dad—and loving every 
minute. I’m also the communications 
planner for the Prescott chapter of 
the Alumni Association. Valerie  
and I have a 2-year-old son, Charles, 
and we’re expecting a baby girl 
in October.”

Timothy Thomas
MEd Education, ’10

Thomas received  
a prestigious  
Milken Educator 
Award for his  
work as principal  
at Rogers Ranch 
School in Laveen, 

Arizona. The Milken awards—often 
called the “Oscars of Teaching”— 
are given to fewer than three  
dozen teachers across the country 
each year. Thomas is the only teacher 
from Arizona to receive a Milken  
for 2016–17, and his award comes  
with an unrestricted $25,000 
cash prize.

Free NAU alumni gear!
Tell us what you’ve been doing since you graduated from NAU so we 
can share your news with fellow Lumberjack alumni. Visit nau.edu/
alumni to submit your updates—and we’ll send you some alumni swag.

Time to celebrate
Approaching your 40-year or 50-year class reunion? The Office  
of Alumni Engagement honors and celebrates these momentous  
occasions. Visit nau.edu/alumni to learn more.
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Beverly Bellwood Burns 
BS Education, ’50

Burns passed away 
on June 21, 2017. 
Born in Flagstaff in 
1928, she attended 
Arizona State College 
(now NAU), where 
her father, Tom O. 

Bellwood, was a professor, dean, and 
president. She met her husband, Jim 
Burns, while in college and taught first 
grade before they married in 1952. 
She was active in the Prescott United 
Methodist Church for many years and 
was one of the founding members of 
Prescott Community Church.

Harold Bud Greer 

BS Education, ’54 
MA Education, ’57 
EdD, ’71

Greer passed away on May 23, 2017.  
He was born in 1932 and grew up  
in St. Johns, Arizona, before attending 
NAU. He later received his MA and EdD 
degrees in educational  administration, 
and he received the university’s 
Distinguished Citizen Award in 1993. 
After serving in the Army he worked  
in the Flagstaff Unified School District 
as a teacher and administrator for  
32 years. He was active in several 
community organizations, including  
30 years as a member of Rotary.

Yvonne Attebery Slayton
BS Education, BA Arts, ’53 

MA Education, ’73 
MEd Education, ’74

Slayton passed away on August 7, 
2017. She was born in 1929 in Jerome, 
Arizona, and received her teaching 
degree from Arizona State College 
(now NAU).  She taught in elementary 
and junior high schools in Maricopa 
County and returned to NAU in the 
1970s to earn two master’s degrees. 
She worked as an elementary school 
counselor until she retired in 1993. She 
was a member of the First Southern 
Baptist Church in Flagstaff and the NAU 
Alumni Association, and was a talented 
artist and poet, and voracious reader. 

Steve Saville
BS Communication, ’85

Saville passed away 
on July 12, 2017.  
He met his wife, Jill, 
at NAU and they were 
married in 1987. He 
served as  president 
and publisher 

for Mountain Living magazine and 
Flagstaff Live!, a weekly publication 

that he and his wife developed, and 
he was an advertising adviser for The 
Lumberjack, the NAU student news-
paper. He also worked as the business 
attraction manager for the city of 
Flagstaff and was active in several 
local nonprofit organizations, most 
recently as the executive director of 
the Flagstaff Family Food Center.

Kay (Zeidler) McKay
Honorary Doctorate, ’04

McKay passed away on April 27, 2017. 
Born in Montana in 1943, she moved 
to Arizona at age 6 and attended 
NAU, where she received an honorary 
doctorate in 2004. Her professional 
career spanned five decades, 35 years 
of which she served as executive 
director of the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Flagstaff. She was an instructor 
at NAU and sat on numerous boards 
and commissions, including Arizona’s 
Board of Regents. In 2004, NAU 
named its newest residence hall McKay 
Village to honor her service to higher 
education. 

Jennifer Lee “Jenn” Custer
BS Dental Hygiene, ’09

Custer passed away on April 8, 2017. 
She was born in 1987 in Lake Havasu 
City, Arizona, living there a short time 
before moving to Flagstaff. She was 
a 2005 graduate of Flagstaff High 
School, where she played softball 
and volleyball. She loved caring for 
patients, being outdoors, and painting. 
She is survived by her parents, 
James and Michelle Custer; a brother, 
James R. Custer; and a sister, Jill 
(Custer) Dubravcic, all of Flagstaff.

Doug Wall
Honorary Doctorate, ’95

Wall passed away 
on November 8, 
2016. Born in 1927, he 
grew up in Kansas 
and attended the 
University of Kansas, 
where he also coached 

the swim team while earning his law 
degree. He later moved to Flagstaff, 
where he became a prominent attorney 
and helped bring an indoor swimming 
complex and high-altitude training 
center to NAU. He taught for several 
years at NAU and also served as 
assistant to the university’s president 
and as the school’s legal counselor. 
The Natatorium at NAU, which opened 
in 1983, was renamed the Douglas J. 
Wall Aquatic Center in 1996—an honor 
the university bestowed upon its new 
swimming facility as well.

Lindsay Harrel
MA Letters, ’11

Harrel’s debut novel was recently 
named a finalist for the prestigious 
American Christian Fiction Writers 
Carol Award. One More Song to  
Sing is an inspirational romantic 
drama set in Nashville. Since her 
novel’s release, Harrel has signed a 
two-book contract with HarperCollins 
Christian Publishing, and her next 
book, The Heart Between Us, is set  
to release in March 2018.

Blaise Caudill
BA Political and International Affairs 
BA Global Languages and Cultures 
(French), ’13

Caudill is an  
assistant to 
Councilmember 
Jeremy Whittaker  
in Mesa, where  
he serves as a  
liaison between 

Whittaker, city staff members,  
and the public. In 2015, he received 
NAU’s Excellence in Achievement  
by a Recent Graduate Award.  
This spring, he earned his master’s 
degree in public administration  
from Arizona State University  
and was named the spring 2017 
outstanding graduate of the School  
of Public Affairs.

Sharon O’Donnell
BS Education, ’78 
MS Education, ’87

O’Donnell was  
named the 2017 
Department of 
Defense Education 
Activity (DoDEA) 
Secondary Principal 
of the Year. She was 

one of five principals to receive the 
Region Elementary or Secondary 
Principal of the Year award for 2017.  
She was later selected as Secondary 
Principal of the Year for her 
contributions to the educational 
program in the Department of 
Defense. O’Donnell is principal of 
Ramstein High School in Germany,  
the largest high school in the DoDEA, 
with more than 1,000 students.

IN MEMORYContinued from previous page.
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Whether you graduated from NAU last year or 50 years 
ago, you’ll always be a Lumberjack. And the best way to 

stay connected with your alma mater and classmates is 
through the Alumni Association. 

160,000
Number of NAU alumni around  
the world

$1 million
Amount alumni donated to the  
university last year

100+
That $1 million is equivalent  
to 100 full in-state scholarships

Who we are

LUMBERJACKS FOR LIFE

By the numbers

NAU Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
President: Marissa Graves, ’09 
Vice president: Heidi Hansen, ’91 
Officer-at-large: Colleen Belford, ’06 
Members: Josh Aldred, ’03;  
Penny Emerson, ’80; Christopher Fay, 
’02; Stephanie Hastings, ’96; Carmelle 
Malkovich, ’03; Joseph Mead, ’85;  
Bill Nyman, ’70; Katie Patten, ’09; 
Christopher Petroff, ’03; Janet Sweigart, 
’83; Wayne Watson, ’84.
Special thanks to outgoing board 
members: Debbi Grogan, ’90;  
Carol Lindsay, ’61; Bob Orrill, ’80; Steve 
Pallack, ’82. 

NAU-TEN 
Alumni Board
President: Trina George, ’09
Vice president: Jill Thompson, ’06
Members: Aaron Bercovitch, ’13; 
Gabriel Borden, ’14; Blaise Caudill, ’13; 
Erica Dunteman, ’11; Jared Gorshe, ’15; 
Michelle Hensle, ’15; Jessica Marks, 
’09; Bradley Marsh, ’16; Zachary 
Singh, ’12; Samantha Smart, ’14; 
Maggie Zickerman, ’12.
Special thanks to outgoing board 
members: Glenda Chavez, ’15;  
Marissa Graves, ’09.

YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Boost your career
Looking for part-time work or a 
full-time job? Let NAU’s Career 
Development office help with 
your search. Open to alumni 
as well as current students, the 
office can help you navigate 
your career journey. You can 
use your Louie Login to access 
Handshake, an online recruit-
ment platform, where you can 
search for career opportunities 
and schedule a meeting with 
a Career Development staff 
member. Learn more at  
nau.edu/career.

FOREVER GOLDEN 
At the 2017 Commencement ceremony, NAU honored eight Golden Grads
from the Class of 1967. Shown from left to right with NAU President Rita  
Cheng (in blue) are: Bonnie (Campbell) Delise, Suzanne (Ledlove) Ashby,  
Gary Emanuel, Richard Shields, Pat Madden, Charlotte (Thevenot) Madden, 
Norm Barnhard, and Lee Ferguson.
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Prescott

YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Flagstaff

Portland

Portland

Phoenix

Prescott
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Washington, D.C.

Flagstaff PhoenixWashington, D.C.

Phoenix Flagstaff Another way  
to give back
Create a legacy at NAU  
with a gift through your will 
or estate plan. It’s a simple 
way to change the lives of 
future students while also 
honoring your legacy. Our 
Gift Planning team can show 
you which types of assets 
make the best gifts and how 
to make a donation that 
provides tax benefits—even 
life income. Visit our Office 
of Gift Planning website at 
 naugiving.org to learn more 
and see how others have 
made a lasting impact with 
their generous support.

ON THE 
SCENE
Our NAU Near You alumni chapters 
help Lumberjacks everywhere stay in 
touch with one another. Whether it’s 
a networking event in Washington, 
D.C., or a casual gathering in Flagstaff, 
we have something for every NAU 
graduate. You can find chapters in 
Flagstaff, Phoenix, Prescott, Portland, 
and Washington, D.C. We also have 
plans to re- energize an alumni chapter 
in Yuma, and in 2018 we will launch 
new chapters in Dallas, Denver, 
San Diego, and Tuba City. Live in a 
city without a chapter? No problem. 
Contact us at alumni@nau.edu so we 
can identify interest in your area.

Here’s how you 
can get involved
There are many ways you  
can support NAU. You  
can volunteer to mentor 
students, join a regional 
alumni chapter, participate  
in a networking event, or 
attend a career-coaching 
workshop. For information  
on how you can stay 
connected and strengthen  
the Lumberjack spirit,  
visit nau.edu/alumni or 
contact the Office of  
Alumni Engagement at 
 alumni@nau.edu.
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Stay connected
Refuel your love for NAU by following  
us on social media. 

Twitter: @NAUalumni  
Instagram: @NAUalumni 
Facebook: facebook.com/NAUalumni 
LinkedIn: Northern Arizona University 
Alumni Association 

Visit us online 
To learn more and to update your  
contact information, please go to  
nau.edu/alumni.

STRONG AS THE PINE TREES

NAU has stepped up 
alumni engagement, 
providing more 
opportunities for 
Lumberjack alumni to 
connect and celebrate 
their ties to one another 
and to the university.”

“

LET’S CELEBRATE
NAU TOGETHER

Don’t worry: This isn’t a sales pitch—
there are no membership dues or 
requirements for participation.

But it is a quick reminder that there 
is no better way to keep in touch with 
your alma mater and other Lumber-
jack classmates than through your 
Alumni Association. 

As president of the NAU Alumni 
Association, I want you to know that 
we are your one-stop resource for life 
and career after graduation—and also 
your gateway back to the university. 
NAU wants to be a part of your life, 
whether you are a recent grad or a 
long-time alum. 

This year NAU has stepped up 
alumni engagement, providing more 
opportunities for Lumberjack alumni 
to connect and celebrate their ties  
to one another and to the university.  
I invite you to re-engage and find 
a place for NAU in your life today. 
It’s easy to stay connected, from 
 mentoring students to attending an 
alumni chapter event. 

On behalf of the NAU Alumni 
Association Board of Directors,  
I want to thank the more than 125 
alumni who volunteered their time  
to their alma mater to serve on 
boards, mentor students, and 
present high school graduates with 
scholarships.

Thank you also to the more 
than 1,200 alumni who attended a 
university event and the more than 
320 of you who have joined a new 
regional alumni chapter.

And a very special thank you to 
the more than 4,700 alumni donors 
who gave back this past year. Your 
gift makes a difference—and it also 
shows that Lumberjack alumni donors 
have all been touched by what NAU 
has given them. Thank you. 

Our future remains tied to the 
strong foundation you have estab-
lished as an NAU grad. Continue your 
alumni journey by updating your 
email and mailing address with us, 
and we will be sure to invite you to 
events and keep you in the loop on 
all things NAU. We are also dedicated 
to sharing your story with fellow 
Lumberjacks. 

We can’t wait to hear from you. 

Sincerely,

Marissa Graves, ’09 
President, NAU Alumni Association
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What started in 1924 as a small parade for the Northern 
Arizona Normal School (the precursor of NAU) has now 
turned into several days of events that embody the spirit, 
pride, and tradition of Lumberjack Country. This year’s 

Homecoming Weekend is October 28–29—and it’s the 
perfect way to return to your alma mater, connect with
classmates, and celebrate NAU! For a complete schedule, 
visit nau.edu/homecoming.

THEN & NOW

HOMECOMING

1924

1983

20162015

1993

1966

1924: The first  
NAU Homecoming 
parade makes its 
way down the 
streets of Flagstaff, 
which had a 
population of less 
than 4,000 at the 
time.

1966: In a tradition 
dating back to the 
1930s, students pull 
the Homecoming 
king and queen  
on logging wheels, 
a symbol of the 
area’s lumber town 
heritage.

1983: Students 
carry a Lumber-
jacks banner while 
marching in the 
Homecoming parade 
through Flagstaff.

1993: Members of 
the NAU Chain Gang 
ride in the back of 
a vintage pickup 
truck. Founded in 
1927, the student 
group helps keep 
university traditions 
alive.

2015 and 2016: 
Louie the Lumber-
jack leads the 
parade through 
campus, and a 
student gets all 
dressed up for the 
festivities.

1924
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