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Becoming
Billie Jo 
NAU helped nurture her passion 
for the arts. Now see how one 
alumna is paying it forward.



THE VIEW FROM 7,000 FEET

GRAND COMPANY:
NAU AND NATURE

Scientists, artists, and 
students at our Flagstaff 
and statewide campuses 
embrace the wonders of 
the Grand Canyon.”

“

Talk to us
We want to hear what you think 
about Pine. Tell us what you like and 
what you would like to see in future 
issues. It's your magazine.

Office of Alumni Engagement
alumni@nau.edu  
928-523-3757

In 2019, we have much to celebrate, 
including major milestones for  
two northern Arizona institutions. 
Grand Canyon National Park 
observes its centennial anniversary, 
and NAU commemorates its founding 
120 years ago as Northern Arizona 
Normal School.

As you know, the Grand Canyon 
has long been an integral part of 
the NAU experience. Our backyard 
offers Lumberjacks opportunities for 
discovery unlike those of any other 
university in the world. 

Scientists, artists, and students at 
our Flagstaff and statewide campuses 
embrace the wonders of the Grand 
Canyon. The breathtaking scenery 
there provides inspiration to us all, but 
it also forces us to look deep within 
ourselves and see the world in a 
different light.

That’s exactly what the arts and 
humanities do as well—and it’s why 
they play such a vital role at NAU. 
From the classes we offer to the 
concerts we host, we believe that 
everyone benefits from a life steeped 
in the arts and humanities.

To that end, we officially opened 
our 250-seat Kitt Recital Hall in 
January. The avant-garde design and 
state-of-the-art acoustics provide 
unparalleled educational and 
performance opportunities for the 
NAU School of Music while offering 
world-class cultural experiences 
for the Flagstaff community. In this 
issue of Pine, we take a look at NAU’s 
commitment to the humanities and 
the ways in which they enhance all of 
our lives.

You’ll also find results from our 
survey of 10,000 Lumberjack alumni, 
and I’m confident you will appreciate 
learning how satisfied NAU alumni 
are with the impact NAU has had 
on their lives. These results allow us 
to gauge our success and identify 
ways to better prepare students for 
meaningful lives and careers.

Our NAU Near You alumni chapter 
program is growing rapidly, reflecting 
your enthusiasm to stay connected 
to each other, current NAU students, 
and the entire university family. In 
February, we welcomed a new San 
Diego chapter—our ninth new alumni 
chapter in two years.

Our shared, deep Lumberjack 
pride is rooted in our 120 years of 
academic excellence. Thank you for 
helping to ensure NAU’s far-reaching 
influence will continue to grow over 
the next century. 

Sincerely,

Rita Hartung Cheng, PhD
President, Northern Arizona University
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SPEAKING OF NAU ...SPEAKING OF NAU ...SPEAKING OF NAU ...

Letters to the editor

We want to know what’s on your mind. Feel free to 
send us a letter about something you saw in Pine. 
Email us at alumni@nau.edu.

Join the conversation 
Follow the NAU Alumni Association: 

Twitter: @NAUAlumni  
Instagram: @NAUAlumni 
Facebook: facebook.com/NAUAlumni 
LinkedIn: Northern Arizona University Alumni Association 
Snapchat: @NAUAlumni

Peterson Hall wasn’t just any campus dormitory. 
It was a place where generations of ’Jacks formed 
lifelong friendships—and where every door opened 
to unlimited possibilities. In response to the fall  
2018 issue of Pine, former Peterson Hall residents  
share their memories of living in a truly special place.

Tell us your stories

To mark NAU’s 120th year, we’re asking you for your NAU stories. 
Share your favorite NAU memory and be a part of the 120 alumni 
stories that will showcase why Lumberjack life is the best life.  
To be featured, send your story to alumni@nau.edu.

I was one of the first residents of 
Peterson Hall in early 1958. Having 
lived in Cottage City, Bury Hall, and 
Hanley Hall before, the experience 
was like moving into luxurious 
comfort. This living experience 
was one of the highlights of my last 
year—next to meeting my future 
wife, Sally Pope.

Gary Hunt   
BS Education, ’58

It may be hard to believe today, but 
during my freshman and sophomore 
years in Peterson, there was only 
one phone for the entire hall—which 
meant we had to wait in line to use 
the phone! I remember the annual 
friendly snowball fights against 
our brother dorm mates in Babbitt 
Hall. I met many great people in 
Peterson Hall.

Bruce Harvey   
BS Engineering, ’80

I have many fond memories from my 
time in “Peterson Hotel.” We hosted 
the annual Peterson Haunted House 
in the basement every October 
for the neighborhood kids and 
fellow students. My all-time favorite 
memory was organizing, promoting, 
and participating in the Peterson 
Jam, the lip-synch concert held 
every semester from 1977 to 1992.

Todd Korey   
BS Business Administration, ’88

I remember the biggest snowstorm 
ever recorded in Flagstaff—84 
inches in eight days. When there was 
a break in the storm, I ran outside 
of the east entrance of Peterson Hall 
to take my photo in the 30 inches 
of powder. The news of this storm 
made it all the way back to my 
hometown in Ohio.

Karl Petzinger   
BS Arts and Sciences, ’71

There are so many memories, it’s 
hard to even decide where to begin. 
I met all of my best friends from 
NAU in that hall, and most of us are 
still close today. I chose to live in 
Peterson because my dad had lived 
there, too. Peterson Hall intramural 
teams were always top competitors 
at NAU! For generations, our huge, 
green team flag was displayed 
with pride.

Michael Vargas   
BS Education, ’00

Peterson Hall:  
A home away from home

Professor Scott Goetz is part of NAU’s recently created College of Engineering, Informatics, and Applied Sciences.

New college focuses on engineering, technology
NAU has had an engineering  
program for many years. But as more 
students have become interested 
in the major and other STEM fields, 
the university recognized it needed 
to make changes to handle the 
increased demand.

Last spring, NAU announced the 
creation of the College of Engineering, 
Informatics, and Applied Sciences. 
The new college allows the university 
to dedicate more resources to STEM 
education and research—and produce 
more graduates in high-demand 
fields. The college also serves NAU’s 
Strategic Plan by strengthening the 
university’s contributions to the state’s 
economic growth.

“Our engineering enrollment has 
more than tripled over time,” said 
NAU President Rita Cheng, “and this 
new college is part of a strategy to 

encourage even more students to 
consider engineering as a career. 
It will also better link the career 
services and industry relations we 
have so students can get internships 
and, ultimately, their first jobs.”

The science disciplines formerly 
paired with engineering are part of 
the newly renamed College of the 

Environment, Forestry, and Natural 
Sciences. By splitting off engineering 
and other high-tech fields into a 
smaller school, NAU can provide more 
focused support—which will help 
students and faculty learn, teach, and 
innovate together.

“The mission of the new college is 
to train the next generation to create 
and translate practical knowledge for 
the enrichment of society,” said Diane 
Stearns, the school’s interim dean and 
NAU’s next provost.

With new resources—and a 
newfound focus—the college is  
now perfectly suited to take on the  
challenges of tomorrow, Cheng said. 

“As we expand, we’ll be able  
to address the data needs research 
scientists will face as well as 
environmental changes—all through 
engineering solutions,” she said.

INTO THE FUTURE

UNIVERSITY NEWS

What’s in a name?
The new College of Engineering, 
Informatics, and Applied Sciences 
consists of the Department of 
Civil Engineering, Construction 
Management, and Environmental 
Engineering; the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering; and the 
School of Informatics, Computing,  
and Cyber Systems.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

NAU BREAKS
NEW GROUND

The most recent rankings from 
the National Science Foundation 
underscore what students, faculty, 
alumni, and the community already 
know: NAU is making great strides in 
the research arena.

For the first time, NAU is one of the 
top 100 research institutions without 
a medical school in the country, 
coming in at No. 96. Among all US 
universities—including those with 
medical schools—NAU moved up 12 
spots, from No. 213 to No. 201.

But the university’s research 
efforts are about much more than 
rankings. The research done at NAU 
contributes to the university’s overall 
$2.64 billion economic impact across 
the state of Arizona.

One of the university’s research 
centers, the Center for Ecosystem 

Science and Society (Ecoss), builds 
on NAU’s research legacy in ecology, 
microbiology, environmental sciences, 
forest health, and land management. 
Dedicated to understanding how 
and why ecosystems change—from 
the microscopic level to a global 
scale—Ecoss is taking a hard look at 
some of the most pressing ecological 
questions of our era.

Leaders in the field

Ecoss director Bruce Hungate, 
Regents’ Professor and McAllister 
Endowed Chair, founded the center 
in 2013. It is home to more than 14 
faculty researchers and a team of 
over 60 student researchers—and it 
attracts experts in ecosystem science 
from around the world.

Ted Schuur, an Ecoss scientist 
and professor, leads the global 
Permafrost Carbon Network. He has 
published multiple papers on the 
emergence of permafrost carbon, 

Ecosystem research helps boost national rankings

Professor Ted Schuur

Students play a vital role in the ecosystem 
research being conducted at NAU, said 
Ecoss director Bruce Hungate (far right).

and he’s often quoted in publications 
such as Discover magazine and the 
Washington Post, discussing the 
effects of increasing levels of carbon 
in the atmosphere.

Ecoss researchers have been 
awarded major funding for their  
work, such as a $2 million grant 
from the US Department of Defense 
for a project led by Michelle Mack, 
ecosystem science professor and 
fellow of the Ecological Society of 
America. The interdisciplinary study 
is a partnership with NAU’s School of 
Informatics, Computing, and Cyber 
Systems and focuses on the effects  
of wildfires in the Arctic tundra, which 
are happening more frequently now.

Helping students shine

In addition to elevating NAU’s 
research profile, Ecoss provides 
invaluable, hands-on experience for 
its student researchers, preparing 
them for future academic endeavors 
and helping them stand out from 
their peers.

Through their time working in 
the labs, undergraduate student 
researchers learn proper research 
techniques and gain hours of lab 
experience, critical for those who 
want to continue in the sciences.

Participating in field studies gives 
students the chance to conduct 
primary research and report their 
own results, meaning that graduate 

students and PhD candidates often 
leave NAU as published researchers.

Julia Stuart is a doctoral candidate 
who came to Ecoss for the mentorship 
opportunities. “I knew I wanted to 
do research,” she said, “and I met 
with Professor Mack. We got into a 
deep conversation about work I had 
done as a master’s student, and I 
knew she would be my personal and 
professional advocate.”

A win-win situation

Doctoral candidate Jeff Propster, 
who is working in Hungate’s lab,  
said he appreciates “the freedom 
to carve out my own place at Ecoss 
that benefits my mentors, the center, 
and myself as an early-career 
scientist.”

But the students aren’t the only ones 
to benefit; the enrichment from the 
relationships goes both ways. “Doing 
research without students is like 
baking without chocolate,” Hungate 
said. “You can do it, but you’re 
missing so much.”

Mack agrees that student 
researchers add important depth 
to the work being done at Ecoss. 
“Working with students expands 
my horizon,” she said. “They each 
bring unique skills. Some work with 
microbes, some are particularly 
good statisticians, others excel with 
plant systems. Together, we see 
a bigger horizon than each of us 
sees alone.”

With a projected 14.5 percent 
increase in research expenditures 
for the coming year, NAU will likely 
see its rankings rise again—further 
cementing its reputation as a world-
class research institution. 

Undergraduate student  
Emily Brooke (left) and  
PhD candidate Julia Stuart 
conduct fieldwork in Alaska.

Professor Michelle Mack received 
a $2 million grant from the  
US Department of Defense for  
a project she’s leading.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

NAU alumnus  
wins prestigious  
Rangel Fellowship

Gabriel Cortez  
(BS Interdisciplinary 
Studies, ’16) has 
had a world of 
experience, quite 
literally. From youth 
exchange programs 
in Japan to working 
as a foreign service 

consular affairs intern in Italy for the US 
Department of State, he has built an 
impressive résumé.

His extensive international and 
federal government experience helped 
with his most recent accomplishment: 
winning one of 30 prestigious Charles 
B. Rangel Graduate Fellowship awards. 
The program prepares young people 
for careers in the Foreign Service of the 
US Department of State.

After graduating summa cum 
laude in 2016, Cortez worked for 
the Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s Office of Civil Rights, 
Diversity, and Inclusion. He currently 
serves as an education volunteer leader 
in Ukraine as part of the Peace Corps. 

Cortez said NAU provided support 
from the start with a grant that helped 
him pay for his program —and the 
support continued throughout his time 
as a Lumberjack in the form of flexible 
evening classes and exceptional 
faculty guidance.

“For me the best part of the program 
was the professors, nearly all of whom 
were working professionals who 
brought their expertise and experience 
to the classroom and were always 
willing to discuss their journey in the 
public sector,” he said. “Their support 
helped me get where I am today.”

THESE GRADUATES 
GO ABOVE, BEYOND

The 2018 Distinguished Seniors are (from left to right, front row): Emily 
Fleckenstein, Samantha Jones, Bethany Eppard, Adriana Martin De La Torre, 
Anika Shanelle Martin; (back row): Jake Carrasco, Amalee Nunnally, Jacob Barker.

NAU’s 2018 Gold Axe Award 
recipients come from all backgrounds 
and represent more than a dozen 
majors. But the 28 graduating seniors 
who were honored in November 
all have one thing in common: a 
commitment to excellence.

Take Anika Shanelle Martin of 
Honolulu. She graduated with a 
degree in health sciences and plans 
to earn a master’s in public health. 
After finishing graduate school, she 
wants to work in health promotion, 
using the leadership skills she gained 
during her involvement in student 
groups at NAU.

Martin is one of three Gold 
Axe winners who also received a 
President’s Prize, the most prestigious 
honor NAU gives to undergraduate 
students. 

The other two President’s Prize 
winners are April Huckleberry, an 
aspiring doctor from Tucson, and 
Chandler Emerald McCormick, a  

double major from Montana who  
wants to work in Washington, DC, to 
help shape environmental policy.

Eight graduates also were named 
Distinguished Seniors by the 
individual colleges.

“NAU is dedicated to students’ 
success, and we believe there is no 
better way to build a strong future 
than by investing in their education,” 
NAU President Rita Cheng said at the 
ceremony.

FACTS & FIGURES 

University for veterans 
and military students  
in Arizona (2019) 
Military Times

Hospitality and hotel 
management school 
in the world (2019)
CEOWORLD magazine

Physician assistant 
program out of 
all public National 
Universities (2019) 
US News & World Report

#1

#7

#12

Honoring the best
The tradition of the Gold Axe Award 
dates back to 1933, a year after the 
student body adopted the axe as the 
symbol for Lumberjack athletics. Since 
then, gold axe pins have been awarded 
each semester to honor students for 
their outstanding achievements and 
distinguished service to NAU and the 
greater community.

POPPING UP ON CAMPUS
NAU’s Flagstaff campus has seen some big changes  
in the last year. If you haven’t been back lately, here is  
a quick look at some recent updates.

Today’s Cline Library has evolved  
from the place it was when it opened 
more than 50 years ago. Students 
now have access to several high-tech 
learning and study spaces, including 
the MakerLab, a 3D printing lab, and 
a virtual reality studio that provides 
an immersive learning experience.

 360°

The new Office of Inclusion (IMQ) is a 
space for students of all races, religions, 
genders, and sexual orientations to 
gather. Located in the former Fieldhouse, 
it is nearly three times larger than the 
previous venue and provides cultural 
programs, peer mentoring, and more.

3x

37 F
E

E
T

Visitors to the Skydome 
will now experience 
several new high-definition 
screens. The south end 
zone (shown here) has  
two 37-foot screens and 
a new center display for 
scoring and messaging, 
while the north end zone 
features a 42-foot screen.
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Because even in our STEM-focused, 
high-tech, business-driven world, 
the humanities and the arts reveal 
and explore essential truths about 
the human experience, said Valerio 
Ferme, dean of NAU’s College of Arts 
and Letters.

They provide us with roadmaps to 
life: for understanding right from wrong 
(philosophy); for connecting us to one 
another across time and space (history); 

for expressing our stories and hopes 
(art, music, literature, theatre); and 
for understanding how we differ but 
have much in common (comparative 
cultural studies).

Ultimately, the arts and humanities are 
what make us human, Ferme said. And 
it’s why NAU is committed to teaching  
them and making them accessible 
to everyone, through cutting-edge 
programs and world-class facilities.

Why should we care about  
the arts and humanities today?

huma
make us more human

Holocaust survivor Doris Martin thanks NAU 
students for their work on an exhibition 

about eight young people—including her—
from the B dzin Ghetto in Poland.

nities
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Life lessons
When some people hear “liberal arts major,” 
they don’t think “Navy pilot.” But retired US Navy 
Vice Admiral Robin (Rumble) Braun (BS Interior 
Design, ’77) said her NAU education was a huge 
asset during her 37 years in the military.

It gave her the discipline, confidence, and 
communication skills she needed to become  
a strong leader. Even her time on the NAU 
dance team was relevant professionally 
because “you have to memorize a routine 
and pay attention to detail—just like you do 
when flying.” 

NAU has a long history of teaching critical 
thinking, creative problem solving, and the 
ability to engage in civil discourse—skills 

that humanities 
students can take far 
beyond the classroom. 
The arts and humanities 
“teach you the soft  
skills that everyone 
needs: how to think 

logically, how to write effectively, how to communicate 
with people from different cultures,” Ferme said.  
“And those are the skills that employers are  
looking for today.”

Regardless of where a career path may go, those 
essential skills are a lifelong resource. “When faced with 
a challenge or a new opportunity I draw on history—to 
see what happened before and how I 
can learn from the past,” said Polly 
Sumner (BA History, ’76), who  
is the chief adoption officer at 
Salesforce. “I also look to the arts  
to spark my imagination  
about what is  
possible.” 

A means to understanding
Whether in the first century or the 21st, the humanities 
have provided a way for people to analyze, process, and 
reflect on their experiences—to make sense of the world 
around them. But the humanities don’t just provide us a 
record of those who have come before us; they can show 
us how to live going forward.

That’s the mission of NAU’s Martin-Springer Institute 
(MSI). Founded by Holocaust survivor Doris Martin and 
her husband, Ralph, the institute applies lessons from 
past events to current conflicts—from large-scale issues 
such as the treatment of refugees and genocide to more 
individual struggles like bullying.

Through curated collections, a robust public speaker 
series, and teacher training, MSI seeks to make the 
world a safer, more understanding place. Moral courage, 
tolerance, and empathy are at the heart of everything 
the institute represents.

“We want to make people think, rather than tell them 
what to think,” said Björn Krondorfer, MSI’s director and a 

professor of religious studies at NAU. “We want people 
to leave our programs knowing that they can do their 
share to prevent these things from happening again.”

MSI’s message spreads far beyond Flagstaff. One of 
its student-curated exhibits, Through the Eyes of Youth: 

Life and Death in the Be
‘
dzin Ghetto, has toured the 

country and is now on display in Poland. The 
work tells the stories of eight young 
people who lived in the ghetto during 
World War II, including MSI founder 

Doris Martin.
“To really understand the Holocaust 

and other atrocities, you have to go 
beyond the statistics,” Krondorfer 
said. “You have to go to the stories 
of the people affected by these 
events. That’s the key to true 
understanding.”

The humanities have always 
helped people sort through and 
cope with difficult ideas. NAU’s 
Philosophy in the Public Interest 

Robin (Rumble) Braun  
(BS Interior Design, ’77)   
Vice Admiral, US Navy (retired); 
now a FedEx Express pilot

The humanities 
provide a way for 
people to make  
sense of the world.

NAU’s Philosophy in the Public 
Interest program promotes 
deep conversations.

renovation project on the Flagstaff campus. 
In addition to the 250-seat performance space with 

state-of-the-art acoustics, the hall includes choral and 
instrumental libraries, and new rehearsal spaces for 
students. “Students will be the largest users of this space 
and the new hall is the perfect place for them to learn  
and perform,” said Todd Sullivan, director of the 
School of Music.

Being a leader in the arts is nothing new 
for NAU. Its ceramics complex has been 
home to a Tozan kiln since 1985, one of only 
three locations with this equipment in the 
world and the only one in the country. The 
program supports a thriving visiting artist 
program, hosting national and international 
artists every semester.

NAU has always supported the arts in 
the greater Flagstaff community. It hosts 
music, dance, and theatre productions and 
gallery exhibits throughout the year for the 
public, giving local residents a healthy dose 
of cultural programming. It is also home to 
several after-school programs and summer  
camps aimed at inspiring the next generation 

of artists, performers, and writers.
As NAU’s home for the humanities, the College of Arts 

and Letters plays a central role at the university. It attracts 
top students to Flagstaff, which lifts the reputation of the 
entire university. It educates successful and passionate 
alumni, who are making a difference in Arizona and 
beyond. And it helps promote greater understanding 
between cultures, which helps everyone.

“That’s what the arts and humanities are all about,” 
Ferme said. “They make us better people.” 

program does exactly that by bringing students and 
faculty members into the community to discuss topics 
ranging from artificial intelligence to water conservation. 

The program encourages people to talk openly with 
one another and exchange multiple viewpoints. And it’s 
not limited to adults. Philosophy students are going to 
middle schools and high schools to teach logic and ethics 
and give younger students the tools to think in more 
complex terms. 

Ahead of the curve
English professor Nicole Walker oversees the 
university’s Master of Fine Arts (MFA) program 
in creative writing. It was launched a few years 
ago to attract writers who want an MFA—the 
gold standard in creative writing, she said.

The program has expanded rapidly and 
recently added four new faculty members. 
One of them, Sherwin Bitsui, is a poet from the 
Navajo Nation; his appointment at NAU makes 
him one of the first Native American poets on 
faculty in the country.

This fall NAU’s School of Art will offer a degree in new 
media arts. The program will give students the chance 
to merge art with technology through 3-D printing, 
robotics, and even biotechnology. “NAU is opening doors 
to creating new types of art,” said student Mikayla Wilson 
(BS Art Education, ’19), who plans to apply new video  
and animation technology to her future teaching career.

A cultural hub
The investments aren’t limited just to degree 
programs. The Kitt Recital Hall, which opened in 
January, is part of a $15 million expansion and 

The Kitt Recital Hall features 
state-of-the-art acoustics.

The NAU ceramics complex is 
considered one of the finest  
facilities of its kind in the country. 

To learn more about the humanities and 
upcoming events at NAU, visit nau.edu/cal. 
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CAMPUS PROFILE

With NAU Online, you can earn a fully accredited bachelor’s, master’s, 
or doctoral degree. The programs feature the same quality as NAU’s 
on-campus offerings but in a highly flexible format—making them 
ideal for working adults. Visit nau.edu/online to see how an online 
degree or certificate can boost your career.

NAU ONLINE

Fast facts
Two innovative formats:

• traditional online learning blends 
flexibility with scheduled progress.

• competency-based, personalized 
learning lets you work at your  
own pace and allows you to earn  
credit for what you know.

Benefits
NAU Online students have access to:

• personal attention from professors 
and advisors

• peer and professional mentoring

• online library resources

• financial aid resources

• 24/7 tech support

• online tutoring

By the numbers

Best Colleges Online 
(nationwide), 2018  
–Affordable Colleges Online

Online Colleges in  
Arizona, 2018–19  
–OnlineColleges.com

Most Affordable Online 
Programs in the Nation  
–Affordable Colleges Online

#1
#1
#4

 ‘EVERY DAY 
BRINGS ME 
REASON TO 
CELEBRATE’
Billie Jo Herberger embraces  
life and gives back to the arts
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Billie
Billie Jo also made the most of nearby Los Angeles. 
Accompanied by her mother, who shared her love of the 
performing arts, she traveled frequently to the city for 
theatre, music, and dance performances. The arts were 
already “a big part of my world,” she said.

COMING TO NAU
Billie Jo arrived at Northern Arizona University in 1962. 
She loved its beautiful campus, and after growing up in 
a busy city, appreciated being a part of a small college 
town. “I liked everything about being at NAU,” she said, 

including “my professors, my new friends, the beautiful, 
snow-capped San Francisco Peaks, and the pine trees  
everywhere.”

NAU also nurtured Billie Jo’s love for the arts. One of her 
favorite classes was a music course where she learned 
about the instruments in an orchestra, what roles they play, 
and how to recognize and appreciate their unique sounds. 
Dance class was another favorite. And she took advantage 
of the many cultural events on campus. 

Above all, Billie Jo says NAU helped her discover her 
passions. “I got to be me at NAU,” she said. “I feel so lucky 
that I had the experiences that allowed me to secure my 
first job and to create opportunities that shaped my life.”

FORGING HER CAREER
With her degree in hand, Billie Jo accepted a position as 
head of physical education at the Judson School, a K–12 
boarding school in Paradise Valley, Arizona. During her 
eight years at Judson, she coached several softball teams 

to state championships and expanded the department’s 
programs, adding yoga, tai chi, and swimming.

Billie Jo also started developing a water workout for her 
students—a program that she would eventually build into 
an international business called Billie Jo Exercise. Over the 
years, Billie Jo Exercise products would include records, 
cassettes, books, videos, and Billie Jo’s Wet & Wonderful 
water exercise program. 

She later expanded her business to Japan, bringing her 
unique water exercise program to luxury hotels across 
the country. She appeared in Japanese media, trained 
fitness instructors across the country, and even designed 

a swimsuit for Japanese women who preferred styles that 
were more modest than American swimsuits.

During her time in Japan, Billie Jo thoroughly explored 
and enjoyed the country and culture. Rather than being 
seen as a tourist, she was “the frizzy-haired blonde with 
the big smile,” she said. “It was fabulous!”

OVERCOMING CANCER
In 1977, Billie Jo was diagnosed with malignant melanoma. 
The diagnosis spurred the fighter in her. She eventually 
conquered her cancer and used the experience to show 
others battling illness that they could triumph too.

Surgeries to remove the cancer left Billie Jo with visible 
scars. Instead of hiding them, she saw them as “battle 
scars” and proof she had vanquished the disease. 

The unsinkable Billie Jo also overcame cervical and 
breast cancers, maintaining her optimistic outlook in the 
face of daunting challenges. For her, “every day brings 
me reason to celebrate!”

 Growing up in the Pasadena sunshine,
Billie Jo Herberger (BS Health and Physical Education, ’69) was 
the quintessential California girl. She loved surfing, swimming, 
and dancing—and was a cheerleader in high school, where her 
enthusiasm earned her the nickname “Miss Effervescent.”

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

By 1989, Billie Jo had already experienced enough for 
several lifetimes, but another stage was just beginning. 
That year she met Judd Herberger, from the Kierland-
Herberger family. The two hit it off immediately. They 
married and have enjoyed a long and happy union.

Together, Billie Jo and Judd are leaders in Arizona’s  
arts and cultural life, and they are generous supporters  
of NAU.

“Billie Jo and Judd, specifically, and the Herberger 
family in general, have contributed and continue to 
contribute to the growth of the arts in Arizona,” said 
Valerio Ferme, dean of the College of Arts and Letters 
at NAU. “Their endorsement of the value that the 
arts have on our lives has influenced generations of 
young Arizonans, who have then carried their love 
and passions to NAU—passions that Billie Jo and Judd 
continue to transmit throughout the state in their 
philanthropic support.” 

Their financial support and stewardship 
benefit many important institutions, 

including the Herberger 
Theater Center, the Phoenix 
Art Museum, the Phoenix Theatre 
Company, the Arizona Opera, Ballet 
Arizona, the Phoenix Symphony, Valley Youth 
Theatre, and Scottsdale Arts.

CHANGING LIVES
The Herbergers’ support has changed lives, bringing 
theatre, dance, opera, and design to those who would not 
have had the chance to enjoy them otherwise, and helping 
sustain Arizona arts for generations to come.

Their efforts include supporting organizations 
dedicated specifically to young people, such as Release 
the Fear, a nonprofit that uses the arts and other tools to 
help troubled youth by encouraging social and emotional 
growth and promoting civic virtues. The Herbergers also 
support Childsplay, a professional theatre company that 
creates productions just for kids.

“We both believe that the arts are important to our 
youth,” Judd said. 

By serving as honorary chairs for arts and cultural 
events, the Herbergers have also become advocates, 
encouraging others’ participation and donations. Their 
efforts have inspired broader involvement and increased 
financial support that help sustain and grow Arizona’s 
cultural institutions. 

“If others can help,” Billie Jo said, “we can be their  
inspiration.”

Billie Jo has been inspired herself by the impact NAU 
has on the arts, the cultural community, and students. 

“I am very impressed with NAU and the inspiring and 
wonderful opportunities for artistic enrichment on the 
Flagstaff campus,” she said. “The new Kitt Recital Hall, the 
performing and visual arts programs, the leadership—

they are all moving NAU forward 
in a wonderful and 

exciting way.” 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE
The Herbergers host charity events and cultural outings 
across the state, and they enjoy spending time with their five 
children, five grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

Over the years, “Miss Effervescent” has proven to be that 
and so much more. Billie Jo’s drive has created a life full of 
adventure, success, and outstanding contributions to her 
community. She credits NAU with “starting me on my path 
in life.” And for that, she said, “I am most thankful.” 

Judd and Billie 
Jo Herberger at the 

opening of NAU’s new 
Kitt Recital Hall.

To learn about naming opportunities at the Kitt 
Recital Hall, email development@nau.edu.

J
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LUMBERJACK CENTRAL

When Chris Ball was introduced 
in December as NAU’s new head 
football coach, he didn’t waste  
any time in laying out his vision for 
the team.

“We will play hard, smart, and 
physical,” he said. “We will use 
every day to make ourselves better 
on and off the field. This will be the 
Lumberjack way.”

Although this is Ball’s first head 
coaching job, he brings more than 
30 years of sideline experience to 

Flagstaff. He spent the previous three 
seasons as defensive coordinator at 
the University of Memphis, where his 
teams ranked among the best in the 

country at forcing turnovers.
Before Memphis, Ball coached 

at several other schools, including 
Alabama, Arizona State, and  
Washington State—where he worked 
with current NAU athletics director  
Mike Marlow.

Ball, who was an All-American 
defensive back at Missouri Western 
State in 1985, said he’s delighted to 
be back in Arizona—and at NAU in 
particular. “It’s a dream come true to  
be here.”

New football coach has big plans for Lumberjacks

Chris Ball is NAU’s 30th  
head football coach.

HIS DREAM JOB

For the second time in four years—
and third time overall—the NAU 
volleyball team took home the Big Sky 
Conference championship trophy.

The ‘Jacks, led by redshirt senior 
Kaylie Jorgenson (right), beat Idaho 
in November to win the title and earn 
a spot in the NCAA Tournament.

“This is such a tough group and 

they’ve worked so hard,” said head 
coach Ken Murphy. “Early in the 
season, we had ups and downs 
and they dedicated themselves to 
becoming a more consistent team.”

The Lumberjacks finished the 
regular season 23–8 and won 13 
straight matches—the second-longest 
win streak in program history.

BIG SKY CHAMPS ONCE MORE

Other coaching news
Kylie Louw was named head coach of 
the women’s soccer program shortly 
before we went to press. Read more 
about her in the 2019 fall issue of Pine.

The Lumberjacks won every 
meet they entered in 2018.

THESE ’JACKS ARE  
ACES IN THE POOL
NAU’s swimming and diving team is in full dynasty 
mode after collecting its sixth straight Western Athletic 
Conference championship trophy in March. 

The Lumberjacks finished with 772.5 points, nearly  
200 more than runner-up New Mexico State. NAU won 
nine events and broke four school records as it posted 
another dominating performance.

Sophomores Elisa Rodriguez and Hope Williams won 
two individual events, with Rodriguez also taking home 
WAC Swimmer of the Year honors. Senior Tatiana Kurach 
was named WAC Diver of the Year—the third time  
she’s won the award.

If it seems like you’ve seen this story 
before, you have (sort of). 

For the third straight year, the NAU 
men’s cross country team won the 
NCAA championship—the first three-
peat in the sport since Arkansas won 
from 1998 to 2000.

Led by senior Tyler Day, the 
Lumberjacks scored a total of 83 points  
to take the top spot. Day finished  
sixth overall in the race in Madison,  
Wisconsin. He was followed by senior 
Matt Baxter (15th) and sophomores 
Luis Grijalva (23rd), Blaise Ferro (26th),  
and Peter Lomong (29th).

Geordie Beamish, who finished 
39th at the cross country finals, took 
home an individual gold medal in 
March at the 2019 Indoor Track and 
Field National Championships in 
Alabama. Beamish won the mile in 
4:07.69 to become just the fourth 
male Lumberjack to win an individual 
title in indoor track and field.

PEAK PERFORMERS

Support Lumberjack 
student-athletes

as a member of the Skyjacks,   
The team behind the teams

SKYJACKSAREBACK.COM

Count with us: that’s six titles in a row for NAU.
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Ramona Barreras
BS Education, ’55 
MA Education, ’60

Barreras is the chairperson and sponsor 
of the Silverio T. Barreras Scholarship, 
named after her late husband, who was 
also an NAU graduate. The fund helps 
students from Miami High School in 
Arizona continue their education at NAU.

Ronald Mayes
BS Criminal Justice, ’67 
MS Criminal Justice, ’81 

Sharon Mayes
BS Applied Sociology, ’79

Having served 
more than 65 years 
collectively in public 
service to Arizona, the 
Mayeses have retired. 
Ronald was a major 
with the Department 

of Public Safety and deputy warden 
with the Department of Corrections. 
Sharon was an administrator, deputy 
warden, and assistant director with the 
Department of Corrections. This winter, 
in their journey paying it forward, the 
couple established a scholarship for 
NAU students studying criminology and 
criminal justice.

Louis Roy
BS Political Science, ’71 

Roy recently retired as a general 
industry compliance trainer from 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. He is 
now working for Nova Southeastern 
University in the Institute for Disaster 
and Emergency Preparedness in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida.

Jeffrey Willis
BA History, ’72

Willis was recently inducted as a 
fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers. He is a senior partner at Snell 
& Wilmer L.L.P. in Tucson, president of 
the State Bar of Arizona, and chair of 
the NAU Foundation Board. 

Douglas Wells
BS Business Administration, ’76

After nearly 40 years in the 
newspaper business, Wells recently 
retired from managing one of the 
oldest newspapers in Arizona, 
Williams-Grand Canyon News.

Pamela Boswell
BS Education, ’77 

The Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors recognized Boswell for 
her life’s work of empowering students 
with various learning abilities. She is 
currently the director of the Santa 
Barbara Middle School’s Learning 
Support and Accommodation program.

Tobin Sidles
BS Psychology, ’82 
MA Administration, ’08

The prosecutor and director of 
legal services in Oro Valley, Arizona, 
Sidles was named the 2018 Arizona 
Prosecutor of the Year by the Arizona 
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.

Stephen Stern
BS Communication, ’85 
MA Education, ’92 

After practicing law for nearly two 
decades, Stern transformed his 

law practice into the Mobile Law 
Center. Housed in a converted 
1978 Airstream Argosy, his practice 
in the new center brings legal 
expertise to clients along the 
central coast of California. Stern 
is also the co-founder and partner 
in the Rockers Collective and the 
University of Rock and Roll.

Robert Herr 
BS Engineering, ’89 

Herr was named the 2017 Public 
Works Official of the Year by 
American City and County magazine 
for his work as director of public 
works in the Parks and Recreation 
Department in Henderson, Nevada. 

Ignacia Marquez
MA Education, ’89 

After more than 
30 years in public 
service in the cities 
of Phoenix, Tempe, 
and Chandler, 
Marquez has retired. 
She helped the  

City of Chandler earn All-America 
City honors, served as the Super  
Bowl XXX coordinator in Tempe,  
and conducted national and 
international workshops on local 
government communications and 
citizen engagement.

Staci Whitman
BS Education, ’92 
MED Education, ’97 
PhD Physical Therapy, ’10 

Whitman is a 
physical therapist 
at Flagstaff Medical 
Center and a 
part-time strength 
training instructor 
at Summit Fitness 

and Mountain Heart Wellness. She 
recently finished all six Abbott World 
Marathon Majors—a series of the 
largest and best-known marathons 
around the world.

Kimberlie Musselman
BS Social Work, ’93 

After serving 
Coconino County  
for 20 years, 
Musselman has been 
appointed director 
of special initiatives 
for Coconino County. 

She will oversee special projects,  
such as Census 2020, and help 
manage the transition of leadership  
at the district.

CLASS NOTES

Delores Morey
BS Education, ’59 

Roy Morey
BS Social Science, ’59 

As a tribute to their 22 years of 
service in the United Nations, the 
couple has recently extended financial 
support for NAU Model UN students 
to travel to national and international 
competitions. Roy previously served 
on the White House staff as deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
international organization affairs as 
well as various positions with the UN. 
He serves on the NAU Foundation 
Board, and he and Delores both sit on 
the College of Education Leadership 
Council. Roy also served many years 
on the Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Advancement Council.

Paul Svancara
BFA Art, ’95

Svancara was awarded a gold rating in 
the 2019 Graphis annual competition 
for his design work on the Arizona 
Department of Health Services Text 2 
Quit poster campaign.

Todd Sanders
BA Political Science, ’96 

As CEO of the Greater Phoenix 
Chamber, Sanders has led the 
organization into its 130th anniversary 
year. The chamber serves to support 
economic growth and development  
in the sixth-largest city in the nation.

Heather Zacarias
BS Education, ’96 

Zacarias has worked in education 
for 22 years, serving four years as 
principal at Adams Elementary 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She 
was recently appointed director of 
elementary education at John Rex 
Charter School.

Danielle Olson
BS Business Administration, ’01 

Olson has completed 
a 16-year quest  
to see a game 
played in every Major 
League Baseball 
stadium. Continuing 
the family tradition, 

Olson and her father have attended 
two games each year, and they 
completed their MLB stadium journey 
in 2018.

Melissa Jauregui
BS Education, ’02 

Jauregui, a fifth-
grade teacher 
at Calabasas 
Elementary School 
in California, was 
named the 2018 
Santa Cruz County 

Teacher of the Year.

Michele Landavazo 
BS Hotel and Restaurant  
Management, ’02 

Landavazo has been in the gaming 
industry for 21 years and is in her 
16th year of casino management. She 
was recently named interim general 
manager of the Northern Edge Casino 
in Fruitland, New Mexico. 

Jordan Hart
BS Business Administration, ’03 

Hart is the president and land 
planner for Chris Hart & Partners 

in Wailuku, Hawaii. He was recently 
appointed director of the Department 
of Planning for Maui County by the 
mayor-elect.

Maria Mullenix
BA Music – Vocal Performance, ’07 
MM Music – Vocal Performance, ’10 

Mullenix recently 
starred as Polish 
pianist Ignacy Jan 
Paderewski in the 
world premiere of 
Three Paderewskis, 
a new American 

musical hybrid.

Gibran Villalobos
BA Art History, ’07 
BS Public Relations, ’07 

Villalobos has 
accepted the 
partnerships and 
engagement liaison 
position with 
the Museum of 
Contemporary Art 

Chicago. He also serves as a graduate 
faculty member in the Department of 
Arts Administration and Policy at the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago.

Sheronda McKee
BA Music – Vocal Performance, ’08

McKee appears on 
stage in the United 
States and Europe. 
She most recently 
performed with 
the UNLV Opera as 
Countess Almaviva 

and Ariadne. She also performed in 
Opera Las Vegas’s production of Latin 
Fiesta! McKee finished her Doctor 
of Musical Arts at the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas.

Gregory Davies
MA Administration, ’10 

Davies is a senior 
transportation 
planner for the 
City of Scottsdale. 
He is responsible 
for current and 
long-range planning, 

management, and improvement 
of the biking, walking, and 
equestrian transportation system, 
and implementation of the city’s 
transportation master plan.

Pamela Drapala
BA Liberal Studies – English, ’10

Drapala has published her fifth book, 
Strong Women Art Anthology. The 
book celebrates contemporary artists in 
the 21st century through the display of 
various art forms, including drawings, 
paintings, photography, and sculpture.

Benjamin Marchant
BS Education – Mathematics – 
Secondary Education, ’10 

Marchant is the new principal of 
Show Low High School. He served as 
assistant principal at the school for four 
years; before that, he taught math and 
coached soccer and basketball there.

R. Carlos Nakai
BS Education, ’79 
BS Applied Science, ’79 
Honorary Doctorate, ’94 

Nakai is the world’s premier 
performer of the Native American 
flute. His career was shaped by a 
desire to transcend the common 
stereotypes of Native American 
culture and society presented in 
mass media. R. Carlos and his wife, 
Pamela, have named an outdoor 
gathering space, the R. Carlos Nakai 
and Pamela Hyde-Nakai Plaza, 
north of the NAU recital hall, for 
music students and the community 
to enjoy.

Submit a Class Note
Find your way back to Lumberjack 
country and into the hearts of 
fellow classmates. Submit your 
personal and career updates, 
 celebrations, and successes. Visit 
nau.edu/alumni/classnotes to 
share your story and see what 
fellow Lumberjacks are doing.

18 The Alumni Magazine of Northern Arizona University   Spring 2019 19



Kate Yazel
BS Psychology, ’12 

After seven years of experience in 
human resources, Yazel has been 
hired by Marietta, Georgia–based 
ShawHankins. She will be responsible 
for generating employee benefit 
enrollment portals, benefit resource  
center websites, and web data analytics. 

Jeffrey Kane
PhD Forestry, ’12

Kane is an associate professor of 
fire ecology and fuels management 
and serves as the director of the 
Wildland Fire Lab at Humboldt 
State University in California. Kane 
presented “Ecological insights of litter 
flammability traits in southeastern US 
tree species” during the Mississippi 
State Carlton N. Owen Lecture Series.

Rachael Bianco
BS Nursing, ’12 

An emergency room nurse at Banner 
Desert Medical Center in Mesa, Arizona,  
Bianco is part of a team leading the 
first-ever hospital pilot behavioral health  
measurement program in the state.

Brandon Boldt
MS Quaternary Science, ’13 

Boldt has accepted a position with 
4 Noses Brewing in Broomfield, 
Colorado, where he will spearhead 
the brewery’s new barrel-aging and 
sour program along with other special 
projects. Previously, Boldt served as 
the head brewer at Odd13 Brewing. 
Boldt and his wife, Lisa, also opened 
Primitive Beer, a side business where 
they brew lambic-style ales.

Sarah Guidas
BA English, ’13

An NAU-TEN 
graduate, Guidas is 
director of operations 
at Repurpose House. 
The recipient of a 
scholarship to study 
English at NAU, 

Guidas recently committed to pave the 
way for other aspiring Lumberjacks  
by launching the Sarah Guidas Literary 
Scholars of the Future scholarship.

Nicole Hutcherson
BS Biology, ’15 

Hutcherson is an AmeriCorps  
volunteer serving as an environmental 
educator at the Deer Flat National 
Wildlife Refuge visitors center 
in Idaho.

Gregory Robertson
BS Psychology, ’15 
BS Business Administration, ’15 

Robertson recently joined the 
Siegfried Group, LLP, Denver, as 
a senior associate. Prior to this 
appointment, he was a senior audit 
associate at CBIZ MHM.

Jana Selig
BS Finance, ’15 
BS Accountancy, ’15

Selig was recently 
chosen to help lead 
JPMorgan Chase’s 
effort to reinvigorate 
the private label 
securities market. 

Myron Tsosie
BS Public Administration, ’16 

Since the beginning of 2019, 
Tsosie has served as Democratic 
representative for District 7 in the 
Arizona House of Representatives. 
Tsosie is a Chinle Unified School 
District Governing Board member and 
is working on his master’s degree in 
educational leadership at NAU.

Olivia Lucero
BS Exercise Science, ’17 

After playing Lumberjack basketball 
for four years, Lucero is continuing her 
basketball career as a professional in 
Switzerland. She is also continuing her 
education at NAU, pursing a master’s 
degree in educational leadership.

Ann Leslie Claesson Vert
MS Nursing, ’17 

After an extensive career in business, 
healthcare, and clinical research, Vert 
now serves as an associate clinical 
professor for the NAU School of 
Nursing. Inspired by a passion to 
prepare nursing students to become 
the heart of healthcare, and honoring 
her late husband, Gregory Vert, she 
has established current funds and 
planned gifts to the NAU Foundation.

Justin McCallin
BS Engineering, ’18 

McCallin was hired by McCarthy 
Building Companies as the project 
scheduler for the Northern Arizona 
University Science Annex project. He 
will establish schedules and provide 
ongoing construction timeline 
updates to the project team.

Continued from previous page.
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Jeremy Christopher
BS Business Administration, ’02 
MADM Administration, ’10

Captain Jeremy Christopher (right) 
was recently selected to serve as 
deputy chief of budget formulation 
for the Army National Guard in 
Washington, DC. He is responsible 
for building the president’s budget 
request presented to Congress 
annually. Prior to this position, he  
was the officer accessions section 
chief at the National Guard Bureau  
in Arlington, Virginia, and was  
responsible for bringing approximately  
70 percent of the National Guard’s 
officers into the Army every year. 
Christopher currently serves as an 
NAU alumni chapter leader for the 
Washington, DC, chapter.

Creating your legacy at 
NAU has never been easier
We all want to make our mark on the 
world. Creating your legacy through a 
gift from your estate is a powerful yet 

simple tool. Our free Wills Guide can 
help you get started. We are here to  
assist you. Learn more at naugiving.org. 

IN MEMORY

John Wettaw

Wettaw, a former NAU 
chemistry professor 
and longtime Arizona 
lawmaker, passed 
away on December 16, 
2018. Wettaw taught 
Lumberjack students 

for 47 years; during that time, he also 
served as a Republican state legislator 
for 28 years. Wettaw holds the record 
for the longest-serving Republican 
state legislator in Arizona history. He 
was a beloved mentor and friend to 
more than 15,000 students throughout 
his NAU career. In 1999, the university 
named its biology and biochemistry 
building after him.

Mary Sweeney
MAED Arts and Sciences, ’70

Sweeney passed away on May 12, 2018. 
She was a former science department 
chair and teacher at Casa Grande Union 
High School. During her career, she was 
named Arizona Biology Teacher of the 
Year. After retiring, Sweeney explored 
her artistic side by quilting, painting, 
and making jewelry.

James Cox 
MS Education, ’76 
PhD Educational Psychology, ’88

Cox unexpectedly passed away on 
October 9, 2018. He participated 
and held offices in psychological, 
counseling, and special needs–related 
organizations. He served on the Board 
of Psychologist Examiners as a member 
and as chairman. Cox also taught 
master’s and doctoral-level classes at 
NAU, Arizona State University, and the 
Professional School of Psychology.

Debbi Grogan
BS Political Science, ’90 

Grogan passed  
away on 
December 20, 2018. 
She was deeply 
involved in the 
Flagstaff business 
community and 

co-owned Peak Events, an event-
planning business, with her daughter, 
Jennifer Grogan (BS Communication,  
’04). Grogan served on the NAU  
Alumni Association Board of 
Directors from 2011 to 2017.

Saul Hedquist
MA Anthropology, ’07 

Hedquist passed 
away on November 
4, 2018. After 
graduating from 
NAU, he applied his 
passion for culture, 
anthropology, and 

history to his PhD coursework at the 
University of Arizona. Hedquist’s 
research focused on the uses of 
turquoise and its cultural significance 
to Pueblo peoples.

Jennifer Lee Custer
BS Dental Hygiene, ’09 

Custer passed away on April 8, 2017. 
She was a 2005 graduate of Flagstaff 
High School and loved caring for 
patients, being outdoors, and painting.

Albert Stoermer
BS Public Health, ’09 

Stoermer passed away on July 7, 2017. 
He was a member of NAU’s Phi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity and enjoyed spending 
time with his friends at the lakes 
throughout Arizona.

WE ARE GRATEFUL.
WE ARE PROUD. WE ARE GENEROUS. WE ARE LOYAL.

WE ARE LUMBERJACKS.

Thank you to everyone who supported OneDay. OneNAU. 
on May 1! You proved that the Lumberjack community truly 
is Stronger Together. ’Jacks across the globe celebrated 
NAU and gave to make a difference on campus, for NAU 
communities across Arizona, and beyond. To see the 
impact of OneDay. OneNAU., visit oneday.nau.edu.
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SURVEY SAYS…
If you feel as if your NAU experience had a 
positive effect on your life, well, you’re not 
alone. According to a 2018 Strada-Gallup 
survey, nearly all Lumberjack alumni are  

happy with their decision to attend NAU—
and they are thriving in more measures of 
well-being than alumni from comparison 
schools. Here is a quick look at the numbers.

Lumberjacks are happy with their NAU degree

 If I had to do it all over again… 

of postgraduate  
alumni said they would 
still attend NAU

of undergraduate  
alumni said they would 
still attend NAU89%

91%

About the survey
Last spring the Gallup Organization surveyed nearly 10,000 
NAU graduates, with class years ranging from 1947 to 2017. 
The responses were compared with a representative sample 
of more than 70,000 college graduates across the country.

Visit nau.edu/alumnithrive to see the full report.

Why it matters
Measuring alumni well-being and workplace engagement 
helps NAU understand the long-term outcomes of its 
degrees. And it lets the university find even more ways to 
prepare students for meaningful lives.

90% 79% 58% 

An inspiring 
experience

of NAU undergraduate 
alumni strongly  

agree or agree that 
they had at least one 
inspiring professor 

National peers: 83%

A great place,  
at a great price

of NAU alumni  
strongly agree or agree 

that their education 
was worth the cost 

 
National peers: 77%

Sharing passion  
with others

of NAU undergraduate 
alumni are likely  

to recommend their 
alma mater 

 
National peers: 42%

Measuring  
well-being

NAU alumni  
outpace their national 

peers by  
6 percentage  

points in overall  
well-being, as 

measured in five  
key areas  

(purpose, social,  
community, financial,  

and physical).

Every year, the 
True Blue Call 
Crew reaches 
out to alumni—
like YOU! 

We love hearing 
your NAU story, 
sharing exciting 
updates, and 
helping you � nd 
ways to connect 
with—and give 
back to—your 
alma mater. 

Thank you 
for answering the call!

Talk to you soon!

’JACKS 
PERKS
Did you know, as an NAU graduate, 
you’re automatically a lifetime 
member of the NAU Alumni 
Association? That also means a 
lifetime of amazing perks, such as:

• access to group health insurance

•  discounts on home and auto 
insurance

• career development workshops

• organized group travel tours

•  reduced pricing for campus 
recreation programs

•  discounts on select Apple  
and Dell products 

You also can attend signature 
on-campus events such as 
Homecoming and class reunions. 
And you can connect with other 
Lumberjacks at one of our many 
alumni chapters across the country.

Learn more at nau.edu/alumni/
benefits-services.

PAY IT FORWARD
Now you can show your Lumberjack 
pride every time you take out your 
wallet—with the new NAU credit 
card from OneAZ Credit Union. 

The best part? One percent 
of every purchase you make is 

donated to the NAU Foundation. 
So whether you’re buying a cup of 
coffee or paying for a family trip, 
the NAU credit card supports your 
alma mater. Visit OneAZcu.com/
NAUCreditCard for details.

Help us recognize  
amazing alumni

You can help us recognize even more graduates. We’re 
looking for outstanding alumni who make you proud  
to be a ’Jack; categories range from career excellence to 
community service to promoting the spirit of NAU. Visit 
nau.edu/alumniawards by July 1 to make your nomination.

 “Lumberjacks around 
the world are doing 
remarkable things 
in their professional 
lives and for their 
communities—all 
while radiating a True 
Blue spirit every day. 
As president of the 

NAU Alumni Association, I’m proud 
that our Board of Directors has the 
honor to recognize the extraordinary 
accomplishments of our fellow 
NAU alumni.”

Heidi Hansen ’91 
Alumni Association 
President
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LUMBERJACKS  
ON THE MOVE.

MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU.
Support a student scholarship. Fund  

exploration in the arts. Invest in pioneering  
research. Here, your gift transforms ideas  

into reality and opportunities into success.

Interning at the Arizona  
Supreme Court to  
launch her career as  
a government leader

Helping kids walk with 
wearable robots at the 
Biomechatronics Lab

Transitioning to  
civilian life with the  
help of the Veteran  
Success Center

Helping search for  
Planet X alongside  
out-of-this-world  
researchers

Gaining hands-on  
experience while  
providing free dental 
hygiene exams at  
local schools

LUMBERJACKS GIVE BACK: nau.edu/giving

Every NAU logo evokes a story, a memory, or an 
emotional response. Those iconic symbols—from  
a block “A” to a leaning Lumberjack and more— 
have let generations of NAU fans show their True Blue 
and Gold spirit. Inspired by those vintage logos  
and the university’s historic La Cuesta yearbooks,  
NAU is offering a collection of old-school looks for  
you to wear. Get your gear at the NAU Bookstore  
or nau.edu/lacuesta.

VINTAGE VOGUE
THEN & NOW

1966

1987

1978

1967
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SAVE THE DATE
Homecoming is October 26—
and it’s the perfect way to 
reconnect with your alma mater. 
nau.edu/homecoming.


