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#ÁÄÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒȡ 

Ȱ/ÎÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ) ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ËÎÏÃË ÄÏ×Î Á ÇÅÎȤ

eral officer, after which, he bought me a beverage and 

×Å ÈÁÄ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȢȱ 



 We all have our own reasons for joining the Air Force.  Your motivation for staying in 

the Air Force, however, may (and usually does) change over time.  One of the things that I 

ÈÁÖÅ ÇÒÏ×Î ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÁÒÁÄÅÒÉÅ ÁÎÄ !ÉÒ &ÏÒÃÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȣÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 

fun, and they make serving unique to other professions.  For example, crud.  My first unit had 

a tradition of playing crud on Friday afternoons.  It was a great time to gain insight and men-

torship from participating senior officers.  One night I had the opportunity to knock down a 

general officer, after which, he bought me a beverage and we had a long discussion about 

leadership.  I also gained invaluable knowledge about Air Force life from my group com-

mander (who never missed a crud match).  He taught me about career opportunities, effec-

tive leadership techniques and talked with me about why he made some of the decisions he 

made.   Another activity that I enjoyed was office pranks.  In the picture below, myself and 

two other company grade officers took down a model F-15 from the building foyer where it 

×ÁÓ ÈÕÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΥΧ ÆÅÅÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ ɉÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÓË ÈÏ× ×Å ÇÏÔ ÉÔ ÄÏ×ÎɊ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÎÇ ÉÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÁÍÅ 

ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÓËȢ  )Ô ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÔÒÉÖÉÁÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÄÏ×Î ÓÁÆÅÌÙ ÔÏÏË ÁÂÏÕÔ 

two hours.  For local prank stories, just ask our resident expert on office tomfoolery, Ms. 

0ÁÔÔÙȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÏÎÅÓȢ  !ÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ȰÆÕÎȱ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÖÅÒÙ ÐÒÏÄÕÃȤ

tive as they built unit cohesion.  And all of these activities were accomplished after the mis-

ÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅȣÔÈÉÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÇÏ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÓÁÙȢ  ) ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÒÁÄÉȤ

tions, and have some clean, safe and professional fun. 

 

Caveats:  

ΣɊ $ÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏÃË ÄÏ×Î Á '/ ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ 

is okay.  I made note of how he was playing and 

mimicked his intensity.   

2)  Notice in the photo below that we had the 

ÓÑÕÁÄÒÏÎ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒ ÆÏÒ ȰÔÏÐ ÃÏÖÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ ×Å 

already knew the group commander was an ap-

proved target for our shenanigans from previous 

engagements. 

#ÁÄÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ -  Ȱ!ÉÒ &ÏÒÃÅ &ÕÎȱ 
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By Captain Fleshman 



 The flag is the symbol of our country and if cadets ne-

glect the flag they are neglecting the freedom, justice and 

equality that the American flag symbolizes. It is our duty to be 

the patriots we were born to be and to fight just as hard as 

our ancestors did. Many men and women gave their lives to 

make sure that the flag remained flying throughout the 

United States history. It is a privilege to raise and lower the 

ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÌÁÇ ÉÎ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0/7Ⱦ

-)!ȭÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ 

our country without thinking twice about themselves.  

 It is disrespectful of us to 

not want to raise the flag in their 

honor and demonstrate that some people back home have 

faith that they will return or that someone appreciates the sac-

rifices that they have made. As cadets, we have or are going to 

make a lifetime commitment to the armed forces and the duty 

of flag detail teaches diligence and responsibility. It is not only 

important that cadets respect the American flag, but get in-

volved in the detachment. When entering Air Force ROTC, ca-

dets are making a commitment to stand by their country and 

the first step to doing that is honoring and respecting the 

American flag. Flag detail offers U.S. citizens and other mem-

bers of the armed forces a piece of mind and also honors all 

those that have served. 

Importance of the Flag 
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By C/4C Zoe Daughetry  

Sign up for Flag Detail!  



What am I going to be when I grow 

up? 

 I awoke at 0300 on Thurs-
ÄÁÙȟ ΣΦ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ɉ6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙɊȟ 
feeling feverish and hoping that 
the Air Force would feel romantic. 
Forget that I had a cold and could-
ÎȭÔ ÓÌÅÅÐ ÁÎÙ×ÁÙÓȢ ) ×ÁÓ Á ÍÅÒÅ 
seven hours away from finding out 
what I will be when I grow up. The 
nights I spent doing homework 
while my friends went out, the 
classes I took to improve my fit-

ness level, the yelling I endured while deep in Maxwell, the raised blood pressure I maintained 
during the TBAS, and all of the emails I sent to try and improve my standing in the cadres eyes 
were about to come to fruition. Or not. There would no longer be any grey area, and I felt that 
I would be on the wrong side of the fence. 
 
 I was utterly convinced that I would not fly 

for the United States Air Force. I was scared. I felt 

that I had underperformed myself enough to miss 

out by a fraction of a point on what would have been 

the career of my dreams: Flying a manned aircraft. 

 Naturally so, I was prepared to take whatever 

came to me. I simply dreamed of flying around the 

world, and meeting the people in it. The mission as-

sociated with the tactical airlift: OPERATION: Christmas Day humanitarian drops, medical 

ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÁÔ Á ÄÅÅÐ ÌÅÖÅÌȢ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ 

) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎ %ÁÒÔÈȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÒÅÁÍÉÎÇ 

about would either be upheld, or hopelessly dashed in an instant. 

  

Best Handshake 
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By Cadet Captain Kryder 

Ȱ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ ) 

×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

'ÒÅÅÎ %ÁÒÔÈȢ Ȱ 



 The morning was the worst part. I knew that we 

would find out at some point on V-Day, but I had no idea 

the hour. I sat in the house drinking coffee from my USAF 

mug, pacing around. Waiting. The text message came at 

roughly 1000, and I flew out the door. No pun intended. 

 )ȭÄ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȢ 7ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ 

,Ô #ÏÌ $ÏÁÎȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÄÅÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ )ȭÖÅ 

ÄÏÎÅȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÏÕÔȢ ) ÓÁÉÄ 

ÔÏ ÈÉÍ Ȱ3ÉÒȟ )ȭÍ ÒÅÁÄÙȢ 4ÅÌÌ ÍÅ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ÉÓȢȱ 3ÅÅÍÉÎÇÌÙ ÐÒÅȤ

meditated, he selected only eight words that have meant 

the most to me during my life. He extended his hand to 

ÍÅȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ#ÁÄÅÔ +ÒÙÄÅÒȟ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÐÉÌÏÔȢȱ 

 That is the best handshake I will ever have. 

 My life has only just begun. The trade that people will know me for is now decided. It is 

up to me to put in more work than I have in order to get those wings coveted by many and yet 

ÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÏ ÆÅ×Ȣ -ÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÉÔ Á×ÁÙȢ ) 

do not intend to be among them. One month of flight screening and fifteen of pilot training is 

ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÕÐȢ )ȭÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ Á×ÁÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ) ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ×ÈÅÒÅ ) 

want to be. The path is set, and now I have to walk it. 

 If anybody is interested in going down this path, 
ÓÅÎÄ ÍÅ ÁÎ ÅÍÁÉÌȢ )ȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ) 
got here, and work with you to make it a possibility. A real-
istic possibility, that is. My email is kjf56@nau.edu, and my 
telephone number is (720)251-ΣΨΪΥȢ )ȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÅÁÒ Á 
green bag with you and listen to Dos Gringos while we do 
ÓÏȠ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅ ×ÅÁÒÉÎÇ Á ÂÁÇ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍȢ 
 

Best Handshake 
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By Cadet Captain Kryder 

He extended his hand to me, 

ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ#ÁÄÅÔ +ÒÙÄÅÒȟ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 

ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÐÉÌÏÔȢȱ 

mailto:kjf56@nau.edu


Everyone in Air 
Force ROTC remembers 
the infamous field training 
ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒȢ )ÔȭÓ 
full of late nights, more 
emails than one needs in a 
life time, and of course the 
constant feeling of being 
stressed out of your mind. 
No matter how much you 
ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÁÎÙȤ
thing right, the most 
memorable part of field 
training preparation is that you have your fellow wingmen to stand by you and get you 
through it all. 

 My goal in writing this is to give a realistic view of this busy semester through the 
eyes of someone going through it now. I would say the best mind set to go into your FTP 
semester is with an open one, being a sponge that is there to absorb all the information 
ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÄ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
best times to observe what every one of your flight mates have to contribute as far as 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÓÔÙÌÅÓȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÌÉËÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÔÈÅ 
true test of your leadership will come at field training, but this is the time to figure out 
who you are as a leader. 

 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒ )ȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÉÎ !&2/4#Ȣ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÁÙÓ 
when I have gone home feeling completely depleted and drained with the intensity this 
semester brings, but I have also forged the strongest bonds with my flight mates and 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÏ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȢ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÎÅ× ÂÏÎÄȟ ÔÈÁÔ 
is the sharing of stories about field training with all upper level cadets. I look forward to 
hopefully getting the chance to share preparation stories and tips with the next class 
about what inside tips I have picked up. 

 Even though this is the middle of the semester and some days are rough, I focus 
ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ ×ÈÙ )ȭÍ ÈÅÒÅȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÎȤ
try in the world. I try and remember, no matter how bad the day is, that it will be worth it! 

Field Training Preparation 
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By C/3c Manny Juarez 



 Participating in the F-16 simulator 

trip at Luke Air Force Base this semester 

has been one of the coolest, motivational 

experiences ever. It also showed me the 

importance of giving back to where you 

come from.  

 Luke Air Force base is the largest 

and only active duty F-16 training base in 

the world. The 308th Fighter Squadron 

known as the Emerald Knights had many 

student pilots who took time out of their days to answer our questions, giving invaluable in-

ÓÉÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÆÉÅÌÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÓÐÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒȢ  ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÔ ÁÎÙ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 

than touring the base and seeing all the F-ΣΨȭÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ɉÅÖÅÎ Á ÆÅ× ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒɊȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ -ÁÊÏÒ 

Crabb, who is an NAU alumni, took us to the F-16 simulator.   

 The opportunity to see how it all works, luckily without the chance of actually crashing, 

is great motivation for the rest of this semester. It is difficult to even come up with words to 

ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÏ× ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÒÕÌÙ ×ÁÓȢ )Ô ÉÓÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ Á 

video game, because not only did you have the controls, but you also had the image of the 

world around you. It felt like you were actually in the cockpit of a real F-16.  

 As I mentioned earlier, Major Crabb is an NAU alumni. With the help of him and Captain 

Fleshman, myself and eight other cadets were able to experience this great opportunity that 

not many have. Not only did Major Crabb take the time to show us around base, he also kept 

us interested all day with a tremendous amount of knowledge, bettering us as cadets. At the 

end of the day he was even talking to Captain Fleshman about the possibility of coordinating 

something else in the future.  

 The time Captain Fleshman and Major Crabb took out of their Friday for us just showed 

the greatness of the leadership at and from Detachment 027! 

F-16 Simulator 
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By C/3c Veronika Tsymbler 



 On February 26th we all read an email which 

would have a great impact on our schedules and lives 

for the rest of the semester.  No more PT on Monday, 

Wednesday or Friday. Instead we now will be attend-

ing PT every Tuesday and Thursday.  One more hour. 

One more hour is what this change adds to our sched-

ules. One more hour that can make a huge difference. 

Whether you use this hour to sleep, study or hangout 

with friends, with the right time management there is a lot you 

can do in an hour. This extra hour of our own time also means 

that it is that much more important for us to work out on our 

own.  So find what motivates you and make it out to the gym! It 

can be anything from your future as an Air Force officer or not 

feeling guilty about that dessert you had earlier that day. 

 In case you have been wondering where this change 

came from, here is some background information which hope-

fully answers your questions. This change was led by Cadet 

Moore, who had originally attended Embry Riddle. Embry Riddle, 

like many other detachments, only hold PT twice a week. The re-

quirement is to have at least two hours but no more than three. 

"Ù ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȟ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȭÓ ÁÎÄ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȭÓ ÎÏ× ÂÅȤ

come AFROTC days. By having blocks of AFROTC classes in one 

day rather than just having one class per day, it puts you in the 

mindset for a whole day rather than just a few hours a day.  

 If you have any trouble finding motivation to make time 

to work out that extra day, just remember that as leaders and 

hopefully future Air Force officers, one of our core values is 

Ȱ%ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ )Î !ÌÌ 7Å $ÏȱȢ  

PT Change 
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By C/3c Veronika Tsymbler 

Ȱ"ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ 04 

this means that everyone has to make an 

additional effort to workout outside of PT. 

If you only work out during PT, your PFA 

scores will negatively reflect it. Be 

proactive and workout on the days we do 

not have PT.  Ȱ - Cadet Colonel Caldwell 


